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 ICC APPROVES CLOSURE OF OAK STREET CROSSING, COAL CITY

In the interest of public safety the Illinois Commerce Commission today issued an order directing the closure of the Oak Street railroad crossing and construction of a connecting road to provide alternate access through the extension of First Avenue in the village of Coal City, Grundy County.
The total estimated cost of the project which includes closing the crossing, installing barricades, removing the old crossing surface and warning devices and constructing the connecting road is $292,803.  The Grade Crossing Protection Fund will pay approximately 80 percent of the cost for the connecting road in an amount not to exceed $227,831.  The BNSF Railway will pay the remaining 20 percent of the project cost.
The work should be completed by February of 2009
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)
Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction or reconstruction of grade separation structures.  The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements.  The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects.
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