News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE









Contact: 
Brian Sterling
February 15, 2008













Phone:

(312) 814-6653

ICC Files Federal Comments Regarding CN Rail Acquisition of EJ&E 
The Illinois Commerce Commission is asking the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to expand the scope of its pending investigation into public safety at the crossings to be affected by Canadian National Railway’s proposed acquisition of the EJ&E railroad.

The STB, through its Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CN proposal. As part of the EIS process, the SEA conducted "scoping" meetings in Chicago and Indianapolis last month.
An ICC representative attended the Chicago meeting, and based on the information provided at that meeting, ICC staff believes that the SEA should expand the scope of the part of the EIS that will address highway-rail grade crossings. 
The ICC believes EIS should look beyond the normal exposure risk analysis that is used to predict train/vehicle collisions whether grade crossings are deemed "safe", and include the following analyses: 

· Evaluate and summarize downstream roadway features and operational characteristics that may cause traffic queuing through a crossing. The EIS analysis should include the effects of the increased train/vehicle exposure rates and should investigate any potential increases in queuing due to the increased number of train events, including the possibility of back to back trains. This should entail observing each crossing during peak hour traffic (both AM and PM periods). 

· Evaluate and summarize alternate routes that traffic diversions may utilize within a two mile radius of a blocked crossing. The EIS analysis should document whether or not alternate routes include other grade crossings, if the other grade crossings involve other railroads, and whether passenger trains utilize the alternate crossings. 

· Evaluate areas where new grade separations are required. The EIS analysis should include an analysis primarily of safety related criteria such as bus routes, emergency vehicle access, hospital access, traffic volumes, vehicle mix (including trucks and hazmat), and train/vehicle collision history & prediction rates, etc. The need for grade separations should secondarily be based on factors such as train operations, crossing blockages and highway capacity. 
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