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ICC Grants Rehearing for Ameren Illinois’ Advanced Metering Infrastructure Plan 
The Illinois Commerce Commission approved a petition for rehearing for Ameren Illinois Company’s Smart Grid Advanced Metering Infrastructure Plan. The rehearing will focus on the revised AMI Plan submitted by the company.  In its petition for rehearing, the company stated that its revised AMI Plan modifies the original plan to address concerns the Commission expressed when it voted to reject the company’s original plan.

The company asked that the rehearing be placed on an expedited schedule. The Commission declined to set a schedule for the rehearing, leaving the schedule to be determined by the  Administrative Law Judges who will work with the parties involved in the case to move the case along as quickly as possible.
On May 29, the Commission found that Ameren Illinois Company’s Smart Grid Advanced Metering Infrastructure Plan was not cost-beneficial, and therefore, did not comply with the requirements of Section 16-108.6 of the Public Utilities Act.

Section 16-108.6 requires a participating utility prove that its Smart Grid Advanced Metering Infrastructure plan will be cost-beneficial, that is that the present value of the total benefits of the plan must exceed the present value of the total costs of the plan in order for the plan to be approved by the Commission.   The Act also requires that a Smart Grid Advanced Metering Infrastructure deployment plan include a vision statement consistent with developing a cost-beneficial Smart Grid; a description of how the utility will evaluate and prioritize technology choices to create customer value; a timetable for implementation and the locations of meter deployment; annual milestones and metrics for measuring the success of the AMI plan; and a plan for consumer education.   

The Docket is 12-0244.
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