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              ICC Sets Meeting on Natural Gas/Electricity Industry Coordination                  

                                                    For July 9 in Chicago

          Panelists Include Representatives from FERC, NRG Energy, MISO, PJM, Utilities, 
                                           Pipeline Company, Industry Consulting Firm 
The Illinois Commerce Commission will host a policy meeting on the coordination between the natural gas and electric industries on Wednesday, July 9 in the Commission’s main hearing room, 8th floor, 160 N. LaSalle Street in Chicago.

The meeting will begin at 1 p.m.

In recent years natural gas has grown in use as a fuel for generating electricity.  The trend may accelerate as coal-powered generation is retired, renewable energy resources require more backup by natural gas plants, nuclear power plants face the risk of closure and lower natural gas prices lead to the use of more natural gas in generation.

The Commission has invited representatives of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, an energy company, MISO and PJM regional transmission organizations, utilities, a pipeline company, and an industry consulting firm to review natural gas and electricity interdependence in the future and to discuss how to improve energy reliability.

Panelists will discuss:

·  Concerns for infrastructure adequacy and reliability in Illinois and the region;

· What is being done to alleviate any problems of adequacy/reliability and how does it impact energy prices;
· What changes may be needed to current natural gas and electric market business practices to improve interoperability;
· What problems might occur due to the uncertainty of the life cycle of  shale formations  and shifts in production;  and

· What lessons were learned from the experience of the polar vortex in the winter of 2013-2014.                
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