Illinois Commerce Commission’s

Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee

Minutes of July 9, 2009 Meeting

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1, et seq., a meeting of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“Commission”) Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee (“Advisory Committee” or “Committee”) was convened at 11:00 a.m., at the Commission’s Springfield Office.  Present were:  Advisory Committee Members, Ted Andersen, Scott Bertulis, Mark Frost, and Matthew Turk. 
1)
Approval of minutes.


The minutes of the June 11, 2009, Advisory Committee meeting were approved.  
2)     Consideration of contested cases.

	0278-08


	CJ Now Plumbing
	220 ILCS 50/4(b), Failure to exercise appropriate care.

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of penalty issued by Staff.    Mr. Rick Bargar, Ms. Lynn Jones, and Mr. Robert Jared, representatives of MidAmerican Energy, attended by Conference Call.  MidAmerican Energy representatives answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  CJ Now Plumbing will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.



	Scott Bertulis made a motion to accept the penalty assessed by Staff.  Ted Andersen seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to CJ Now Plumbing.   



	0020-09


	Vande Geest Plumbing
	220 ILCS 50/4(b), Failure to exercise appropriate care.

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of penalty issued by Staff.    Mr. Rick Bargar, Ms. Lynn Jones, and Mr. Robert Jared, representatives of MidAmerican Energy, and Jennifer Moore, Attorney for MidAmerican Energy, attended by Conference Call.  MidAmerican Energy representatives answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mark Frost suggested having Dale Kuhn, JULIE Liaison, schedule a meeting with CJ Now Plumbing, ICC Staff, and MidAmerican Energy to discuss issues related to this case and the previous case listed above.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Vande Geest Plumbing will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.



	Matthew Turk made a motion to accept the penalty assessed by Staff and have Dale Kuhn, JULIE Liaison, set up a meeting between CJ Now Plumbing, ICC Staff, and MidAmerican Energy to discuss issues and provide training.  Ted Andersen seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Vande Geest Plumbing and set up the meeting.   



	0039-09


	Smoot Construction
	220 ILCS 50/4(d), Failure to provide proper notice.


	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of penalty issued by Staff.    Ms. Robin Turner, Mr. Richard Peers, and Mr. Dave Smith, representatives of Ameren, answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Smoot Construction will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.  Matt Turk suggested having Dale Kuhn, JULIE Liaison, set up a meeting with Smoot Construction, ICC Staff, and Ameren to discuss this violation and provide training.


	Ted Andersen made a motion to accept the penalty assessed by Staff and have Dale Kuhn, JULIE Liaison set up a meeting with Smoot Construction, ICC Staff, and Ameren to discuss this violation and provide training.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Smoot Construction and set up the meeting.   




3)   Consideration of Committee Bylaw language concerning conflict of interest.
Topics of discussion included:  This matter was continued for consideration at a future Advisory Committee meeting.
4)     Other Matters.
Topics of discussion included: The next Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2009, at 11:00 a.m. at the Illinois Commerce Commission’s Springfield Office.  Bill Riley provided the Advisory Committee with the JULIE Enforcement Statistics through June, 2009.  Mark Frost informed the Advisory Committee that he wants an item to be placed on a future Agenda for discussion regarding a list to be posted of those who attend the JULIE Breakfasts for ICC staff to be able to access.  Mr. Frost also informed the Advisory Committee, based on last month’s meeting, the JULIE membership is looking into making changes to the banner line of the JULIE Ticket.  Mr. Frost mentioned that over the last 2 years the JULIE message volumes were down by 25%.  
Matt Turk made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All Advisory Committee Members present voted aye to adjourn the meeting.
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