Illinois Commerce Commission’s

Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee

Minutes of June 11, 2009 Open Meeting

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1, et seq., a meeting of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“Commission”) Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee (“Advisory Committee” or “Committee”) was convened at 11:30 a.m., at the Commission’s Chicago Office.  Present were:  Advisory Committee Members, Ted Andersen, Mark Frost, Michael Reynolds, and Matthew Turk. 
1)
Approval of minutes.


The minutes of the February 9, 2009, Advisory Committee meeting were approved.  
2)     Consideration of contested cases.

	0030-09

	Nicor Gas Company
	220 ILCS 50/6, Failure to mark an emergency locate request by the required time.

	0074-09


	Commonwealth Edison Company
	220 ILCS 50/6, Failure to mark an emergency locate request by the required time.

	0075-09


	Comcast
	220 ILCS 50/6, Failure to mark an emergency locate request by the required time.

	0076-09


	AT&T
	220 ILCS 50/6, Failure to mark an emergency locate request by the required time.

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of penalty issued by Staff.  Mr. Rick Warren, a representative from Aurora Underground LLC, answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Warren stated he called in an emergency locate on a Sunday evening with a locate completion time of 8 a.m. on Monday morning.  Mark Frost explained the JULIE Emergency, Rush, Short, and Normal Locate Tickets.  
Ms. Bridgett Shahan and Joe Hicks, representatives from Nicor Gas, answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Gerald Johnson, a representative from SM&P, was asked if SM&P understood the differences between an Emergency, Rush, and Short Locate Ticket.  Mr. Johnson answered yes, the company was familiar with the designations and stated that the night shift locator had received the ticket and held it for the normal day shift Locator who was supposed to receive the Locate Ticket at 7:00 a.m. Monday morning.  The day shift locator was late to work that morning and therefore was not available to receive the Locate Ticket nor to perform the locate.  After the company received the 2nd Emergency Locate ticket request, they responded immediately.  Mr. Johnson was asked what steps have been taken to prevent this from happening in the future.  Mr. Johnson stated he had a meeting with SM&P Locators and Supervisors that the new procedure for taking any Locate Ticket request would be that the night shift locator will take care of any locates that need to be completed by 8 a.m.  Any Locate Ticket due after 8 a.m. would be taken care of by the day shift locator.  Mr. Johnson was asked to forward a copy of SM&P’s new procedure to Mr. Riley.  
Ms. Sharon Tiljak, a representative from AT&T, stated that AT&T was not in violation due to the Locate Ticket not stating it was an emergency.  Mr. Mike Johnson, a representative from Comcast, answered questions for the Advisory Committee.  Mr. John Cimaglia and Brad Perkins, representatives from Com Ed, answered questions from the Advisory Committee.   


	Michael Reynolds made a motion to uphold staff findings and reduce the penalty to $500 to each company.  Matt Turk seconded.  This motion was not voted on, so that motion failed.   
Mr. Warren requested that the Advisory Committee’s consideration of this matter be continued to the next meeting in order to work on a settlement agreement.  Therefore, this case was continued for consideration at a future Advisory Committee meeting.


3)   Consideration of Committee Bylaw language concerning conflict of interest.
Topics of discussion included:  
Bill Riley read Article 15 of the bylaws.  Mr. Riley proposed to change the bylaws to read that if one of the Advisory Committee Members has an interest in a case being presented at the meeting to recuse himself from the proceedings of that case by leaving the room.  This matter was continued for consideration at a future Advisory Committee meeting.
4)     Other Matters.
Topics of discussion included: The next Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2009, at 11:00 a.m. at the Illinois Commerce Commission’s Springfield Office.  Mark Frost stated that JULIE’s Finance and HR Committee met regarding the revision of the JULIE Operating Budget.
Michael Reynolds made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Matt Turk seconded the motion.  All Advisory Committee Members present voted aye to adjourn the meeting.
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