Illinois Commerce Commission’s

Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee

Minutes of May 19, 2011 Meeting

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1, et seq., a meeting of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“Commission”) Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee (“Advisory Committee” or “Committee”) was convened at 10:00 a.m., at the Commission’s Springfield & Chicago Offices by Video Conference.  Present were:  Advisory Committee Members, Ted Andersen, Paul Jansyn and Mike Reynolds in Chicago, and Mark Frost in Springfield. 
1)
Approval of November 18, 2010, minutes.

The minutes of the November 18, 2010, Advisory Committee meeting were approved.  

2)
Approval of March 24, 2011, minutes.


The minutes of the March 24, 2011, Advisory Committee meeting were tabled for consideration when the members present at that meeting are in attendance.  

3)     Consideration of contested cases.

	0095-10
	Illinois-American Water
	220 ILCS 50/4(b), Failure to exercise appropriate care


	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.
Joni Ott, Illinois-American’s Corporate Counsel explained that they do not contest that Illinois-American damaged the main, but take exception that this was a willful violation.  Ron Smith, Illinois-American’s District Supervisor indicated that the fresh marks for the newly installed and back-flagged gas service, led the crew to assume that the service went to a gas main across the street.  Mr. Smith indicated that as a result of this incident JULIE performed training for its Belleville and E. St. Louis crews on safe excavation practices.  Ted Anderson asked Tim Myerscough, the Illinois-American crew leader, if he was present on the site on April 26.  Mr. Myerscough indicated he was.
Alan Kish, a representative of Ameren-Illinois was also present and answered questions from the Committee.

Mike Reynolds made a motion to uphold Staff’s finding of violation and penalty.  Paul Jansyn seconded the motion.  All present voted aye.  


	0167-10
	Worth Cutting
	220 ILCS 50/4(d), 4(b) & 7, Failure to provide proper notice to JULIE; Failure to exercise appropriate care; and failure to notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.
Natalie Worth from Worth Cutting explained that she was not present when this incident occurred, but their contracts require the general contractor to submit the locate request.  Ms. Worth also asked about what to do if underground utility facilities are very shallow.
Alan Kish, a representative of Ameren-Illinois was also present and answered questions from the Committee.

After discussion, Ted Anderson made a motion to uphold the finding of violation, but waive the penalty provided Worth agree to and complete safe excavation training provided by JULIE, ICC Staff and Ameren.  Mark Frost seconded the motion.  All present voted aye.  



	0198-10
	Bagby Plumbing, Inc.
	220 ILCS 50/4(h), Failure to exercise appropriate care when working around exposed utility facilities.

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  Brent Johnson and Bob Jared of MidAmerican Energy participated by teleconference.  Representatives of Bagby Plumbing were not present.
Ted Andersen made a motion to uphold Staff’s finding of violation and penalty.  Mike Reynolds seconded the motion.  All present voted aye.  



4)
Other Business

Bill Riley indicated that the next meeting would be later in June than the scheduled date of June 9, and asked the Committee members to provide dates they are available in either the week of June 20 or June 28.
Mike Reynolds made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Paul Jansyn seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to adjourn the meeting. 
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