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ICC Approves Pawnee-Pana-Mt. Zion Section of ATXI Transmission Line




 Plans Include Expansion/Construction of Six Substations

The Illinois Commerce Commission today issued an order on rehearing in ATXI’s Illinois Rivers transmission lines case (Docket 12-0598).  After careful consideration of the impact of each of the parties’ proposed routes for specific sections of the project, the Commission approved the construction of lines from Pawnee to Pana to Mt.Zion and Mt. Zion to Kansas.

The Commission review on rehearing was limited to addressing the need for construction of new or expanded substations at Ipava,  Pana, Mt. Zion, Kansas, Sidney and Rising and the best route linking Pawnee and Mt. Zion.   The Commission also reviewed an alternative proposal for sections of the route between Meredosia and Pawnee and between Mt. Zion and Kansas.

The Commission approved ATXI’s request to construct the new $1 billion, 375-mile long, 345 kV electric transmission line from the Mississippi River near Quincy to the Indiana border, near Terre Haute in August, finding that the line was necessary to ensure reliability of the electric transmission system and to transport wind energy from the west.   The cost of construction will not be borne only by customers in Illinois but rather will be shared by all customers living within the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) region, which is a multi-state transmission area.
The main portion of the transmission line route will run through parts of Adams, Christian, Clark, Coles, Edgar, Macon, Morgan, Moultrie, Pike, Sangamon, Scott and Shelby counties.  Specifically, beginning at the point where it crosses the Mississippi River in Adams County, the main portion of the line will run through substations in or near Quincy, Meredosia, Pawnee, Pana, Mt. Zion and Kansas.  Another section runs from Meredosia to Ipava through parts of Cass, Fulton, Morgan and Schuyler counties.  A separate line would wrap around the southwest side of Champaign County from Rising to Sidney
The transmission line project is expected to take several years to complete and will be placed in service as sections are built, beginning in 2016 and extending to the end of 2019.  
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