STATE OF ILLINOIS

COMMERCE COMMISSION

PUBLIC UTILITIES

MINUTES OF JUNE 2, 2009 

PRE-BENCH MEETING

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Open Meetings Act, a Pre-Bench Meeting of the Commerce Commission was convened by Chairman Box at 1:35 p.m. on June 2, 2009 in the Chicago Office of the Commission.  Present were:  Commissioners Elliott, Ford, O’Connell-Diaz, and Chairman Box.

	(1)
	08-0569
	Illinois Commerce Commission   

  On Its Own Motion  

       -vs-  

Illinois Bell Telephone Company 

Investigation of specified tariffs declaring certain services to be competitive telecommunications services. 

Request for Oral Argument  

Order Approving in Part the Declaration of Certain Services as Competitive



	Topics of discussion included: ALJ Hilliard reported this case concerns tariffs filed by Illinois Bell reclassifying the downstate areas (Greater Illinois LATAs) as competitive; the issues in this case concern measured services; based upon evidence in this case, including Staff testimony,  ALJ Hilliard concluded that for the low end measured service customer, there are no comparably priced equivalents to Illinois Bell’s measured services; there are significant differences in this case from #06-0027; the competitive landscape hasn’t changed, and there are no new offerings at that end of the spectrum; there is also no joint stipulation by the parties to educate the public in a “safe harbor package”; the number of customers taking advantage of the safe harbor packages has not been substantial; ALJ Hilliard also pointed out there is an error in the HEPO regarding a reference to a survey which he had incorrectly stated was a matter of agreement to be included as a judicial notice; that document was not part of the agreement; since the laws regarding administrative notice are quite broad, it can be taken under consideration if the Commission so chooses. 

The AG filed a Motion for Oral Argument only if the Commission rejects the Proposed Order; ALJ Hilliard recommends granting the Motion for Oral Argument.
Commissioner Ford made a Motion to Grant the Motion for Oral Argument.  Commissioner Elliott seconded the Motion.  All present voted aye on the Motion. 

Oral Argument is scheduled for June 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chicago office.  Additionally, a Special Open Meeting is scheduled for June 11th at 2 p.m. for final consideration of this case.


The meeting was adjourned.
