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                  ICC’s Retail Market Report Shows Continued Switching    



      by Residential and Small Commercial Customers
In its seventh annual report to the ICC, the Governor and the General Assembly, the ICC’s Office of Retail Market Development, for third year in a row, notes savings by residential customers in northern Illinois who take supply service from an alternative retail electric supplier (“ARES”).  For the period of June 2013 to May 2014, estimated savings among ComEd’s residential customers have been approximately $39 million, or an average of 0.2 cents per kWh (see page 25 of the report).  For the prior 2012-2013 period, the estimated savings were $257 million, about 2.1 cents per kWh.
Residential switching continued to increase in the last year, albeit at a much slower pace than the previous two years.  As of May 31, 2014, more than three million residential customers across the state selected to receive their power from an ARES, an increase of approximately 153,000 from a year earlier.   More than 68% of the residential customers in ComEd’s service territory have switched to an ARES.  In the Ameren Illinois service territory, approximately 672,000 residential customers receive power from an ARES in May 2014, up from 563,000 customers in May 2013.  Approximately 64% of the residential customers among the three Ameren Illinois rate zones now receive their power from an ARES (see page 18 of the report).  

The last year also saw a continued increase in the number of ARES offering service to residential customers across the state.  As of May 2014, 51 suppliers offer residential customers a choice for their electric supply in the ComEd service territory.  Twenty-three suppliers offer residential customers a choice for their electric supply in the Ameren Illinois service territory.  Of the residential service offerings in the ComEd service territory featured on PlugInIllinois.org, 69% were fixed rate offers and 31% were variable rate offers. The majority of the offers in the ComEd service territory had 12 month terms, with the second most popular term length at less than 12 months (see page 29 of the report).  
During the March 2014 election, another 52 (albeit smaller) communities passed referendums on opt-out municipal aggregation, bringing the total to over 700.  However, as of June 2014, 21 communities have decided to not continue their opt-out aggregation programs (see page 22 of the report).   
Alternative electric suppliers serve nearly 85% of the non-residential power sectors (commercial and industrial) in the ComEd and Ameren service territories.  Even in the smallest commercial customer class, close to 65% of the electricity in each of the four utility service areas is now served by ARES (see pages 6-10 of the report).    
The report details additional measures the ORMD has taken to improve the development of an effective, competitive retail electric market including a municipal aggregation rulemaking and hosting workshops on issues related to the roll-out of Advanced Meter Infrastructure (“AMI”). 
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