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            ICC Approves FutureGen Transportation, Sequestration Plans
The Commission Tuesday approved FutureGen’s CO2 transportation and sequestration plans, after determining that they appear to be reasonable and cost effective as required by law. 
In February the Commission granted a certificate of authority in Docket 13-0252 to FutureGen to construct a 28 mile-long pipeline to carry CO2 from a power plant in Meredosia to an appropriate geologic site in eastern Morgan County, where the carbon dioxide would be stored deep underground.  The Commission’s order authorizing FutureGen to build the CO2 pipeline is conditioned on FutureGen receiving project approvals from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and other governmental entities.
In December, 2012, the Illinois Commerce Commission approved an electric procurement plan which included an agreement for the purchase of electricity from the clean coal generating plant proposed by the FutureGen Industrial Alliance under the “clean coal” provisions of the IPA Act.  

FutureGen received an environmental impact statement from DOE indicating that the CO2 pipeline would comply with the transportation of hazardous materials regulations, under the U.S. Department of Transportation’s pipeline safety division and submitted it to the Commission.  
On March 31, the EPA issued draft permits to FutureGen for the four proposed injection wells. Today’s action concludes the formal FutureGen cases before the Commission, although final permits when granted, as well as other outstanding permits, must be submitted in compliance with the earlier Commission order.
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