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   ICC Authorizes Funds for Grade Crossing Surface Improvements


The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted approval for the reconstruction of surfaces at various highway-rail grade crossings of the Union Pacific Railroad Company’s tracks in Illinois.  Locations where new surfaces will be installed in the interest of public safety are as follows:

6th Avenue in Rockford

 1700 N (TR 1) near Buda

Osage Rd (TR1) near Normandy

7th Street in DeKalb 

Reservoir Blvd. near Peoria 

Reed Road near Coal City 

Braceville Rd. in Braceville

Maple Street in Nokomis 

The Commission authorized payments of approximately $434,966 from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund to pay for materials for the safety improvements.  Union Pacific Railroad Company will pay all labor costs to install the new surfaces, estimated at $321,230, and will maintain the grade crossings in the future.

The reconstruction of the surfaces is required to be completed within nine months.

About the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF)
Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction or reconstruction of grade separation structures.  The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements.  The General Assembly appropriates $42 million annually for GCPF projects.
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