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Section 16-105.17(f) of the Illinois Public Utilities Act, 22o ILCS 5/16-105.17(f) 

Required Information to be Included in Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plan 

 

(f)  Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plan. 

(1)  Pursuant to this subsection (f) and the initiating orders of the Commission, each electric 
utility subject to this Section shall, no later than January 20, 2023, submit its first Multi-Year 
Integrated Grid Plan. No later than January 20, 2026, and every 4 years thereafter, the utility 
shall submit its subsequent Plan. Each Plan shall: 

(A)  incorporate requirements established by the Commission in its initiating order; and 

(B)  propose distribution system investment programs, policies, and plans designed to 
optimize achievement of the objectives set forth in subsection (d) of this Section and 
achieve the metrics approved by the Commission pursuant to Section 16-108.18 of this 
Act. 

To the extent practicable and reasonable, all programs, policies, and initiatives proposed by 
the utility in its plan should be informed by stakeholder input received during the workshop 
process pursuant to subsection (e) of this Section. Where specific stakeholder input has not 
been incorporated in proposed programs, policies, and plans, the electric utility shall provide 
an explanation as to why that input was not incorporated. 

(2)  In order to ensure electric utilities’ ability to meet the goals and objectives set forth in this 
Section, the Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plans must include, at minimum, the following 
information: 

(A)  A description of the utility’s distribution system planning process, including: 

(i)  the overview of the process, including frequency and duration of the process, 
roles, and responsibilities of utility personnel and departments involved; 

(ii)  a summary of the meetings with stakeholders conducted prior to filing of the plan 
with the Commission. 

(iii)  the description of any coordination of the processes with any other planning 
process internal or external to the utility, including those required by a regional 
transmission operator. 

(B)  A detailed description of the current operating conditions for the distribution system 
separately presented for each of the utility’s operating areas, where possible, including a 
detailed description, with supporting data, of system conditions, including baseline data 
regarding the utility’s distribution system from the utility’s annual report to the 
Commission, total distribution system substation capacity in kVa, total miles of primary 
overhead distribution wire, and total miles of primary underground distribution cable, 
distributed energy resource deployment by type, size, customer class, and geographic 
dispersion as to those DERs that have completed the interconnection process, the most 
current distribution line loss study, current and expected System Average Interruption 
Frequency Index and Customer Average Interruption Duration Index data for the system, 
identification of the system model software currently used and planned software 
deployments, and other data needs as requested by the Commission or as determined 
through Commission rules. The description shall also include the utility’s most recent 
system load and peak demand forecast for at least the next 5 years, and up to 10 years if 
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available, a discussion of how the forecast was prepared and how distributed energy 
resources and energy efficiency were factored into the forecast, and identification of the 
forecasting software currently used and planned software deployments. 

(C)  Financial Data. 

(i)  For each of the preceding 5 years, the utility’s distribution system investments by 
the investment categories tracked by the utility, including, but not limited to, new 
business, facility relocation, capacity expansion, system performance, preventive 
maintenance, corrective maintenance, the total amount of investments associated 
with the integration of DERs, the total amount of charges to DER developers and 
retail customers for interconnection of DERs to the distribution system, and a list of 
each major investment category the utility used to maintain its routine standing 
operational activities and the associated plant in service amount for each category in 
which the plant in service amount is at least $2,000,000; 

(ii)  For each of the preceding 5 years, data on and a discussion of the utility’s 
distribution system operation and maintenance expenses; 

(iii)  A 5-year long-range forecast of distribution system capital investments and 
operational and maintenance expenses, including a discussion of any projections for 
expenses for the categories listed in subparagraph (i) of this item (C). 

(D)  System data on DERs on the utility’s distribution system, including the total number 
and nameplate capacity of DERs that completed interconnection in the prior year, current 
DER deployment by type, size, and geographic dispersion, to the extent that granular 
geographic information does not disclose personally identifiable information, and other 
data as requested by the Commission or determined by Commission rules. 

(E)  Hosting Capacity and Interconnection Requirements. 

(i)  The utility shall make available on its website the hosting capacity analysis results 
that shall include mapping and GIS capability, as well as any other requirements 
requested by the Commission or determined through Commission rules. The plan 
shall identify where the hosting capacity analysis results shall be made publicly 
available. This shall also include an assessment of the impact of utility investments 
over the next 5 years on hosting capacity and a narrative discussion of how the 
hosting capacity analysis advances customer-sited distributed energy resources, 
including electric vehicles, energy storage systems, and photovoltaic resources, and 
how the identification of interconnection points on the distribution system will support 
the continued development of distributed energy resources. 

(ii)  Discussion of the utility’s interconnection requirements and how they comply with 
the Commission’s applicable regulations. 

(F)  Identification and discussion of the scenarios considered in the development of the 
utility’s Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plan, including DER scenarios, and discussion of base-
case and alternative scenarios, how the scenarios were developed and selected, and 
how the scenarios include a reasonable mix of DERs scenarios, types, and geographic 
dispersion. Scenarios shall at least consider the 5-year forecast horizon of the Multi-Year 
Integrated Grid Plan, but may also consider longer-term scenarios where data is 
available. The plan shall also include requirements requested by the Commission or 
determined through Commission rules. 
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(G)  An evaluation of the short-term and long-run benefits and costs of distributed energy 
resources located on the distribution system, including, but not limited to, the locational, 
temporal, and performance-based benefits and costs of distributed energy resources. 
The utility shall use the results of this evaluation to inform its analysis of Solution 
Sourcing Opportunities, including nonwires alternatives, under subparagraph (K) of 
paragraph (2) subsection (f) of this Section. The Commission may use the data produced 
through this evaluation to, among other use-cases, inform the Commission’s investigation 
and establishment of tariffs and compensation for distributed energy resources 
interconnecting to the utility’s distribution system, including rebates provided by the 
electric utility pursuant to Section 16-107.6 of this Act [220 ILCS 5/16-107.6]. 

(H)  Long-term Distribution System Investment Plan. 

(i)  The utility’s planned distribution capital investments for the period covered by the 
planning process required by this Section, by the investment categories used by the 
utility, and with discussion of any individual planned projects with a planned total 
investment gross amount of $3,000,000 or more and of the alternatives considered 
by the utility to such individual projects including any non-traditional alternatives and 
DER alternatives, and supporting data. This shall provide sufficiently detailed 
explanations of how the planned investments shall support the goals in subsection 
(d) of this Section. 

(ii)  Discussion of how the utility’s capital investments plan is consistent with 
Commission orders regarding the procurement of renewable resources as discussed 
in Section 16-111.5 of this Act [220 ILCS 5/16-111.5], energy efficiency plans as 
discussed in Section 8-103B, distributed generation rebates as discussed in Section 
16-107.6, and any other Commission order affecting the goals described in 
subsection (d) of this Section. 

(iii)  A plan for achieving the applicable metrics that were approved by the 
Commission for the utility pursuant to subsection (e) of Section 16-108.18 of this Act. 

(iv)  A narrative discussion of the utility’s vision for the distribution system over the 
next 5 years. 

(v)  Any additional information requested by the Commission or determined through 
Commission rules. 

(I)  A detailed description of historic distribution system operations and maintenance 
expenditures for the preceding 5 years and of planned or projected operations and 
maintenance expenditures for the period covered by the planning process required by 
this Section, as well as the data, reasoning and explanation supporting planned or 
projected expenditures. Any additional information requested by the Commission or 
determined through Commission rules. 

(J)  A detailed plan for achieving the applicable metrics that were approved by the 
Commission for the utility pursuant to subsection (e) of Section 16-108.18 of this Act, 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

(i)  A description of, exclusive of low-income rate relief programs and other income-
qualified programs, how the utility is supporting efforts to bring 40% of benefits from 
programs, policies, and initiatives proposed in their Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plan to 
ratepayers in low-income and environmental justice communities. This shall also 
include any information requested by the Commission or determined through 
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Commission rules. Nothing in this subparagraph is meant to require a specific 
amount of spending in a particular geographic area. 

(ii)  A detailed analysis of current and projected flexible resources, including resource 
type, size (in MW and MWh), location and environmental impact, as well as 
anticipated needs that can be met using flexible resources, to meet the goals 
described in subsection (d) of this Section, to meet the applicable metrics that were 
approved by the Commission for the utility pursuant to subsection (e) of Section 16-
108.18 of this Act, and any other Commission order affecting the goals described in 
subsection (d) of this Section. 

(iii)  Any additional information requested by the Commission or determined through 
Commission rules. 

(K)  Identification of potential cost-effective solutions from nontraditional and third-party 
owned investments that could meet anticipated grid needs, including, but not limited to, 
distributed energy resources procurements, tariffs or contracts, programmatic solutions, 
rate design options, technologies or programs that facilitate load flexibility, nonwires 
alternatives, and other solutions that are intended to meet the objectives described at 
subsection (d). It is the policy of this State that cost-effective third-party or customer-
owned distributed energy resources create robust competition and customer choice and 
shall be considered as appropriate. The Commission shall establish rules determining 
data or methods for Solution Sourcing Opportunities. 

(L)  A detailed description of the utility’s interoperability plan, which must describe the 
manner in which the electric utility’s current and planned distribution system investments 
will work together and exchange information and data, the extent to which the utility is 
implementing open standards and interfaces with third-party distributed energy resource 
owners and aggregators, and the utility’s plan for interoperability testing and certification. 

 


