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M E M O R A N D U M________________________________________________ 
 
TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: William J. Showtis, Administrative Law Judge 
 
DATE: August 1, 2002  
 
SUBJECT: Williams Local Network, Inc. and William Communications, 

Inc. 
 
 Petition for transfer of certificates of interexchange service 

authority.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Enter an interim order granting temporary Certificates. 
 
 
 Williams Local Network, LLC and Williams Communications, LLC (“Applicants”) 
filed a petition requesting that the Certificates of Service Authority held by Williams 
Local Network, Inc. (“WLNI”) and Williams Communications, Inc. (“WCI”) be transferred 
to them.  Applicants are the limited liability company successors of WLNI and WCI.  
Applicants then filed an amended application requesting the issuance of Certificates. 
 
 Applicants are providing the same telecommunications services in Illinois that 
WLNI and WCI provided.  During the pendency of this docket, Williams 
Communications Group, Inc. (“WCG”), the ultimate parent of Applicants, filed for relief 
under Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code in the Southern District of New York.  
Commission Staff (“Staff”) has indicated that it cannot consider the financial 
qualifications of Applicants until WCG emerges from bankruptcy. 
 
 Applicants seek temporary Certificates that will allow them to continue to provide 
service in the State of Illinois during the interim period until permanent Certificates are 
granted.  Section 13-401(b) of the Act provides: 
 

The Commission may issue a temporary Certificate which shall remain in 
force not to exceed one year in cases of emergency, to assure 
maintenance of adequate service or to serve particular customers, without 
notice and hearing, and may by regulation, exempt from the requirements 
of this Section temporary acts or operations for which the issuance of a 
certificate is not necessary in the public interest and will not be required 
therefore. 
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 At an evidentiary hearing, Applicants presented testimony is support of their 
request for temporary Certificates.  Applicants agreed to the following two conditions 
proposed by Staff on the issuance of the temporary Certificates: (1) the temporary 
Certificates shall expire on December 31, 2002; and (2) Applicants shall abstain from 
proactively marketing their intrastate services in Illinois to new customers.  Applicants 
can request an extension of the temporary Certificates if WCG’s emergence from 
bankruptcy is delayed or additional time is needed to provide information to Staff. 
 
 The attached interim Order grants temporary Certificates to Applicants for the 
provision of resold and facilities-based interexchange and local exchange 
telecommunications services, subject to the two conditions proposed by Staff. 
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