
May 23, 2002 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 
 
 
 
 Notice is hereby given that the Administrative Law Judge has completed a 
preliminary review of the application filed by Dominion Retail, Inc. (“Applicant”) in Docket 
No. 02-0362, and hereby requests information and/or clarification with respect to the 
items described below. 
 
 Notice is also given that all responses shall be verified and filed with the Office of 
the Chief Clerk of the Commission on or before May 31, 2002.  This date is a mailing 
date for purposes of making the filing with the Chief Clerk, and is a receipt date, by fax 
(217-524-8928), e-mail (jalbers@icc.state.il.us), or otherwise, for purposes of serving a 
copy on the Administrative Law Judge. 
 
Information to be provided: 
 
1. Article 19 of the Public Utilities Act only applies to gas service to residential 

customers.  Article 19 does not require Commission approval to provide service 
to commercial or industrial customers. 

 
Applicant references its intent to serve commercial and industrial customers in 
Paragraph 9 of the application.  Confirm that Applicant is not seeking authority 
under Article 19 to serve commercial or industrial customers. 

 
 
2. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.30(a) requires Applicant to publish, as provided in the Notice 

by Publication Act, notice of its application for certification in the Official State 
Newspaper within 10 days following the filing of the application for certification. 

 
Applicant has not yet filed proof of publication with the Clerk of the Commission and 
is reminded to do so. 

 
 
3. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.30(c) requires Applicant to identify the geographic area or 

areas in which it seeks authorization to serve. 
 
 In Paragraph 8 of the application, Applicant indicates that it seeks authority to 

serve residential customers throughout Illinois.  In Paragraph 10 of the 
application, Applicant indicates an intent to serve customers located in particular 
gas companies’ service areas.  Clarify whether Applicant only seeks authority to 
serve residential customers in the service areas of those gas companies 
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permitting customer choice of supplier.  If Applicant only seeks authority to serve 
such customers, identify the particular gas companies. 

 
 
4. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.30(c)(3) requires Applicant to provide proof that notification 

of an intent to serve in any allowed gas utility’s service area has been previously 
provided to each gas utility in whose service area Applicant intends to serve. 

 
Applicant provided Attachments A-1 (Peoples Energy) and A-2 (NICOR).  
Attachment A-2 is sufficient with regard to NICOR.  Attachment A-1, however, is 
insufficient as it is addressed to Peoples Energy.  Provide notice to North Shore 
Gas Company (“North Shore”) and Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company 
(“Peoples”), assuming it was Applicant’s intent that these companies were to be 
covered by the notice to Peoples Energy.  The notices should reference the 
particular North Shore and Peoples programs, similar to the manner in which the 
notice to NICOR does.  Provide copies of the notices. 

 
 
5. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.50 requires Applicant to execute and maintain a license or 

permit bond subject to certain specifications. 
 

The fourth paragraph of the “License or Permit Bond” is unclear.  There is also 
no indication that Applicant has paid the cost of the bond.  Amend the bond to 
clarify the fourth paragraph.  The amended bond should indicate that Article 19 
and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551 are to be complied with.  Also confirm that the cost of 
the bond has been paid. 

 
 
6. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.60 requires Applicant to explain why any information 

marked as “confidential” is entitled to such protection. 
 

Certain information submitted by Applicant is marked “confidential.”  Explain why 
such information should be entitled to such protection. 

 
 
7. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.80 requires Applicant to demonstrate its financial 

qualifications. 
 

Paragraph 19 of the application indicates that Applicant is submitting information 
pursuant to “Subsection 551.80(a)(3).”  83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.80(a)(3) does not 
exist.  Please clarify. 

 
 
8. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.80(c)(2) requires that the amount of credit available to 

Applicant under the borrowing agreement shall be no less than the greater of 



 3

$500,000 or 5% of the amount of Applicant’s revenue for its most recently 
completed fiscal year. 

 
 Confirm that Applicant may access 5% of the amount of Applicant’s revenue for 

its most recently completed fiscal year under the terms of the “Money Pool” 
agreement and identify what 5% amounts to.  If the “5% number” is a proprietary 
number, include a proprietary attachment to the responses to this ruling. 

 
 
9. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.80(c)(4)(A) requires Applicant to provide a copy of the 

rating agency reports that present the ratings of the affiliate(s) with which 
Applicant maintains a borrowing agreement. 

 
Applicant has not submitted copies of the rating agency reports pertaining to the 
affiliates with which it participates in the “Money Pool” agreement.  Submit copies 
of the relevant rating agency reports. 

 
 
10. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.80(c)(4)(B) requires Applicant to provide a copy of the 

borrowing agreement. 
 

Applicant has not provided a copy of the current “Money Pool” agreement.  
Provide a copy of the current “Money Pool” agreement as well as copy of the 
proposed agreement. 

 
 
11. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.80(c)(4)(C) and (D) require Applicant to provide a copy of 

its certified financial statements, or those of its parent, as applicable, and a copy 
of the accountant’s report for Applicant’s certified financial statements or those of 
its parent, as applicable. 

 
Applicant has not provided a copy of its parent’s certified financial statements or 
a copy the accountant’s report for its parent’s certified financial statements.  
Provide a copy of Applicant’s parent’s certified financial statements and a copy 
the accountant’s report for Applicant’s parent’s certified financial statements. 

 
 
12. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.100(b) requires Applicant to include in its application an 

exhibit containing a corporate organizational chart and indicating the position of 
persons identified in compliance with 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.100(a). 

 
Provide a corporate organizational chart which includes the persons identified in 
compliance with 83 Ill. Adm. Code 551.100(a). 

 


