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M E M O R A N D U M  __________________________________________________  
 

TO: The Commission 
 

FROM: Latrice Kirkland-Montaque, Chief Administrative Law Judge 
 

DATE: June 30, 2014 
 

SUBJECT:                            The Department of Transportation of the State of Illinois, for 

an on behalf of the People of the State of Illinois, 
   Petitioner 

 
v. 

 
Union Pacific Railroad Company, a Delaware Corporation 
holding title as the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad 
Company; and Unknown Owners, 
   Respondents 

 

Petition for approval of the taking or damaging owned by a common 
transportation carrier in Cook County, Illinois by exercising the right of 

eminent domain of certain properties.  Parcel No. 0JV0001PE and Parcel 

No. 0JV001TE, Job No. R90- 030-13 
 

Consolidated with 
 

The Village of Arlington Heights, 
   Petitioner, 

 
                            v. 
 

Union Pacific Railroad Company, 
   Respondent. 

 
Petition for an Order of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, pursuant to 625 ILCS 5/18c-7401, allowing 
modification to existing grade crossing at Northwest 
Highway (US Route 14) and Wilke Road.   
 

RECOMMENDATION: Enter Order granting the Petitions. 

 

 
 On October 1, 2013, the Department of Transportation filed a Petition with 
Commission in Docket No. T13-0099 to approve the taking of certain real estate owned 
by the Union Pacific Railroad Company through the exercise of the power of eminent 
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domain. 
 

On November 27, 2013, the Village of Arlington Heights filed a Petition with the 
Commission in Docket No. T13-0122 seeking an Order allowing modifications to the US 
14/Wilke Road highway-rail grade railroad crossing of the Railroad’s tracks located in 
Arlington Heights, Cook County, Illinois (the "Crossing"). 
 

On December 13, 2013, upon the Village's Motion, the ALJ consolidated the two 
cases for the reason that both cases involve the US Route 14IWilke Road crossing 
located in the Village. 
 

In consultation with the Department, Commission Staff and the Railroad, the 
Village developed a comprehensive plan for improving the crossing of US Route 
14/Wilke Road and the tracks of the Union Pacific Railroad Company. (the "Intersection 
Improvement Project"). Improvements include widening of the crossing, construction of 
a right turn lane on southeast bound US 14, extension of the left turn lane on northwest 
bound US 14, and complete replacement and upgrading of the interconnected roadway 
traffic signals I railroad automatic warning devices. 
 

The Village entered into evidence the full details of the Intersection Improvement 
Project as set forth in the Plans for Proposed Highway Aid - U.S. Route 14 (Northwest 
Highway), Wilke Road Railroad Grade Crossing Improvement and Traffic Signal 
Modification, dated March 12, 2014, and prepared by Hampton, Lenzini & Renwick 
Engineering, Inc. ("HLR Plans"). The Village asserts that implementation of the HLR 
Plans would require IDOT's acquisition of certain property currently owned by the 
Railroad as described in IDOT's Petition, as amended. The project cost estimate will 
total approximately $2,300,000, all of which will be funded by state, local and federal 
sources.  
 

IDOT presented evidence that it is engaged in a project to widen and resurface 
FAU 3512 (US 14) at Wilke Road in the Village of Arlington Heights, Cook County, 
Illinois. The land legally described in Exhibit A and Exhibit B attached to the Petition 
filed by IDOT, as amended (the "Property") is required as part of the Intersection 
Improvement Project to widen, resurface, and improve FAU 3512 (US 14) at Wilke 
Road in the Village of Arlington Heights. The work and Intersection Improvement 
Project is a public work, is for public use, and constitutes a public purpose, namely a 
public highway; it is necessary to the public convenience and necessity that IDOT have 
and acquire for the use of the people of the State of Illinois for highway purposes the 
permanent and temporary easements in and to the property now sought by IDOT 
Parcel No. 0JV0001PE, which consists of 0.051 acres to be acquired as a permanent 
easement interest and Parcel No. 0JV0001TE, which consists of 0.060 acres to be 
acquired as a temporary easement for construction purposes. IDOT has been unable to 
acquire from the Railroad the interests in the property it needs at this time for the 
construction of the Intersection Improvement Project. IDOT concurred in the estimated 
project costs and funding sources placed into evidence by the Village. 
 



T13-0099 /T13-0122 consol. 

 3 

The Union Pacific has coordinated with the Village and the Department to 
provide that the plans for the Project will: (1) utilize narrower lanes to reduce the 
amount of right-of-way to be acquired from the Union Pacific and; (2) include provisions 
that the crossing surfaces and track structures will be replaced by Union Pacific and the 
cost and expense for the surface and track replacement will be paid by the local, state 
and federal funding sources for the Project. 

 
Staff has no objection to the Commission granting its approval for either the 

Intersection Improvement Project or the exercise of the power of eminent domain by the 
Department to acquire the property needed for this Improvement Project. 
 
 I recommend entry of the attached Order granting the Petitions. 
 
  


