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M E M O R A N D U M________________________________________________ 
 
TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: Jan Von Qualen, Administrative Law Judge 
 
DATE: April 2, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Explorer Pipeline Company 

 
 Petition pursuant to Sections 8-503 and 8-509 of the Public 

Utilities Act for Authority to Construct and Operate an 
Extension to Existing Facilities and when Necessary to take 
Private Property as Provided by the Law of Eminent Domain.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: Enter Attached Order Granting Explorer's Request for a 

Certificate of Authority and Eminent Domain Authority. 
 
 

On July 3, 2013, Explorer Pipeline Company ("Explorer" or "Petitioner") filed a 
petition, which was amended on August 27, 2013, requesting, pursuant to Section 15-
401(a) of the Common Carrier by Pipeline Law ("Common Carrier by Pipeline Law") of 
the Illinois Public Utilities Act (220 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq.) (“PUA” or “Act”), and pursuant 
to Section 8-503 the PUA, the entry of an order authorizing it to construct, operate and 
maintain an extension to its existing pipeline in Illinois in order to connect its facilities at 
Peotone, Illinois to the Manhattan Terminal of Enbridge Pipelines for interconnection to 
Enbridge’s Southern Lights Pipeline.  The proposed extension is called the "Manhattan 
Extension Project" or "Project."  Petitioner also seeks authorization under Section 8-509 
of the PUA to, when necessary for the construction of the pipeline, acquire private 
property in the manner provided for by the law of eminent domain.   
 

Petitions seeking leave to intervene were filed by the Northern Illinois Gas 
Company ("Nicor") and landowner Michael Wiksten.  All of the petitions to intervene 
were granted.  Commission Staff ("Staff") participated.  No party objected to the 
requested relief.  A draft order was filed by the parties on March 17, 2014.  The 
attached Order is substantially the same as the draft order submitted by the parties. 

 
The attached Order finds that Explorer's Petition complies with the filing 

requirements of Section 15-401 of the PUA and that Explorer's request for a Certificate 
should be granted.  The Order finds that the proposed construction of the Project, a new 
24-inch pipeline extension from Explorer's existing Peotone Station on its 24-inch 
mainline between Wood River, Illinois and Hammond, Indiana, will serve the public by 
facilitating the delivery of diluents to producers in Canada.  The Order finds that the 
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public convenience and necessity requires issuance of a Certificate, pursuant to Section 
15-401(b) of the PUA.  The Order finds that the Project is necessary and ought 
reasonably to be made to secure adequate service and facilities and authorizes and 
directs that the Manhattan Extension Project should be built pursuant to Section 8-503 
of the PUA.  In addition, under Section 8-509 of the PUA, the Order authorizes Explorer 
to take easements in the manner provided for by the law of eminent domain.   

 
There is no deadline for Commission action. 
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