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ORDER 
 
By the Commission: 

 
 On June 17, 2013, Sustainable Star LLC (“Sustainable Star” or “Petitioner”) filed 
a verified letter with the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”) seeking a 
“motion for confidential treatment” to protect from disclosure confidential and proprietary 
information included with Sustainable Star’s 2012 Alternative Retail Electric Supplier 
(“ARES”) report of continuing compliance (“Report”) filed pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code 
451.770. 
 
 The Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) issued a ruling requiring Petitioner to file 
additional information stating the length of time Petitioner is requesting that the redacted 
documents remain confidential, and if that time exceeded two years Petitioner must 
further state the reasons why a longer time period is needed to protect the Petitioner’s 
Report.  Counsel for Petitioner filed an appearance and a response to the ALJ ruling on 
March 17, 2014 (“Response”).  In its Response, Petitioner asserts that the confidential 
information contains proprietary and sensitive material, the disclosure of which to 
competitors would be unfair to Petitioner.  Specifically, Petitioner states the confidential 
information contains the operative agreement between Sustainable Star and its supplier 
of power and related services.  Petitioner claims disclosure of this agreement to 
competitors would allow competitors to engage in reverse engineering of its financial 
strategies.  Petitioner further states the financial statements and qualifications contain 
specific financial and credit arrangements between Sustainable Star and third parties 
and market share information, disclosure of which would provide competitors with a 
competitive advantage.  Petitioner requests an Order from the Commission, without 
hearing, protecting from disclosure the confidential information submitted to the 
Commission for a period of not less than two (2) years. 
 
 Petitioner relies on Section 4-404 of the Act (220 ILCS 5/4-404) to support its 
position that the Commission is obligated to ensure adequate protection for confidential 
documents.  Section 4-404 provides that “[t]he Commission shall provide adequate 
protection for confidential and proprietary information, furnished, delivered, or filed by 
any person, corporation or other entity.”  Petitioner further states that the information 
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contained in the Report is exempted from public disclosure under the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq. (“FOIA”).  Section 7(1)(g) of the FOIA exempts 
from public disclosure “trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained 
from a person or business where the trade secrets or commercial or financial 
information are furnished under a claim that they are proprietary, privileged or 
confidential, and that disclosure of the trade secrets or commercial or financial 
information would cause competitive harm to the person or business.”  5 ILCS 
140/7(1)(g). 
 
 The Commission finds that the confidential information redacted from Petitioner’s 
public Report is market sensitive.  The Commission notes that it granted confidential 
treatment to similar information from similarly situated companies for a period of two 
years.  The Commission finds Petitioner’s request for confidential treatment reasonable 
and will grant such treatment for a period of two years from the date of this Order.  
Commission Staff did not participate in this docket.  There were no petitions to intervene 
in this proceeding.  There was no hearing held in this matter. 
 

The Commission, having reviewed the entire record herein and being fully 
advised in the premises, is of the opinion and finds that: 

 
(1) Sustainable Star LLC is an alternative retail electric supplier, as defined in 

the Public Utilities Act; 
 

(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over Petitioner and the subject matter 
herein; 

 
(3) the recitals of fact set forth in the prefatory portion of this Order are 

supported by the petition and are hereby adopted as findings of fact; 
 

(4) Section 7(g) of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“Illinois FOIA”) (5 
ILCS 140/7) exempts from public disclosure: 
 

Trade secrets and commercial or financial information 
obtained from a person or business where such trade 
secrets or information are proprietary, privileged or 
confidential, or where disclosure of such trade secrets 
or information may cause competitive harm; 

 
(5) the verified petition states that the information redacted from Petitioner’s 

Compliance Report submitted pursuant to Part 451 falls within the 
exemption stated in Finding (4); and 

 
(6) the information redacted from Petitioner’s public 2012 ARES Report 

pursuant to Part 451.770 should be exempt from public disclosure under 
Section 7(g) of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act for a period of two 
(2) years from the date of this Order. 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Illinois Commerce Commission that the 
2012 ARES Report for Sustainable Star LLC filed pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code 
451.770 be afforded confidential treatment and is exempt from public disclosure and will 
be accessible only by the Commission and the Commission Staff for a period of (2) 
years from the date of this Order. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Illinois Commerce Commission retains 
jurisdiction over Sustainable Star LLC and the subject matter hereof for the purpose of 
issuing such further order or orders as the Commission may deem necessary. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject 
to the Administrative Review Law.  

 
By Order of the Commission this 16th day of April, 2014.  

 
 
 
       (SIGNED) DOUGLAS P. SCOTT 
 
 
         CHAIRMAN 
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