
Docket No. 13-0657 
  Mark Secco Ex 2.0 
 

 Page 1 

 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 

 

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY 

 

Application for a Certificate of Public  

Convenience and Necessity, pursuant to   Docket 13-0657 

Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois Public  

Utilities Act, and an Order pursuant to Section 

8-503 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act, to  

Construct, Operate and maintain a new 345  

kilovolt transmission line in Ogle, DeKalb,  

Kane and DuPage Counties, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

 

Surrebuttal Testimony of 

Mark A. Secco 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Docket No. 13-0657 
  Mark Secco Ex 2.0 
 

 Page 2 

 

Q. State your name. 

A. Mark A. Secco 

 

Q. Where do you live? 

A. I live at 29537 Moose Range Road, IL 60135. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony? 

A.  To respond to Steven T. Naumann’s Surrebuttal testimony, ComEd Ex 21.0 

CORR.   I answer with the following in which I am confident Mr. Naumann is 

aware of. 

The UK department of health set up by the Stakeholder Advisory Group on 

EMF’s (SAGE) to explore the implications and to make recommendations for 

a “precautionary approach” to power frequency electric and magnetic fields 

in light of any evidence of a link between EMF and childhood leukemia.  The 

first interim assessment of this group was released in April 2007 and found 

that the link between proximity to power lines and childhood leukemia was 

sufficient to warrant a precautionary recommendation, including an option 

to lay new power lines underground where possible and to prevent the 

building of new residential buildings within 197 feet of existing power lines.   

The precautionary principal or the precautionary approach states that if an 

action or policy has a suspected risk of causing harm to the public or to the 

environment, in the absence of scientific consensus that the action or policy 

is harmful, the burden of proof that it is not harmful falls on those taking an 

action.   

This principal is used by policy makers to justify discretionary decisions in 

situations where there is the possibility of harm from taking a particular 

course or making a certain decision when extensive scientific knowledge on 

the matter is lacking.  The principal implies that there is a ‘social 
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responsibility’ to protect the public from exposure to harm, when scientific 

investigation has found a plausible risk.   

 

As per your quote of the “tens of thousands of miles of high voltage 

transmission lines crossing this country that co exist every day with peoples 

who live and work nearby.”  Most of those people have no choice either 

because of financial reasons or work locations.  The people who’s lives that 

this line will disrupt and or destroy, have no power 365kv lines in their 

vicinity at this time.  One of my concerns is the distance of the drop zone 

from our houses and buildings.  The ‘drop zone’ being the area in which the 

tower will reach if it falls over as 4 of them did in the storm that hit 

Washington, IL on November 17th, 2013.  Along with large pieces of ice that I 

saw dropping off the high tension power lines among the cars traveling east 

on the Jane Adams Toll Way 1 mile east of highway 47 this past winter are 

very legitimate concerns.   

 

In conclusion Staff must weigh if the action or policy that ComEd is following 

with the GPG Project has a suspected risk of causing harm and/or injury to 

the public.   

 

Q. Does this conclude your surrebuttal? 

 

A. Yes. 

 

 


