
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
In the Matter of the Application of  ) 
Illinois-American Water Company  ) 
for a Variance from Part 600.370(c)(2) ) 
of the Rules of the Illinois Commerce  )   Case No. 14-0020 
Commission and from Illinois-American  ) 
Water Company's Tariff ILL. C. C. 23,  ) 
Original Sheet No.7, 8(B)  ) 
     

DRAFT ORDER 
 
By the Commission: 
   

On January 8, 2014, Illinois-American Water Company ("IAWC" or "Petitioner") 
filed a Petition seeking a variance from Part 600.370(c)(2) of the Commission Rules and 
from its Tariff Ill. C. C. No. 23, Original Sheet No. 7, 8(B). Petitioner provides water 
service in several counties in Illinois, including certain areas in the City of Grafton. This 
Petition was filed in response to a request for water service by Joe and Jan DeSherlia 
(the “DeSherlias”), who own property within IAWC’s Alton District certificated area, 
granted in Docket No. 13-0073. 

 
Pursuant to due notice, hearings were held in this matter before a duly 

authorized Administrative Law Judge of the Commission at its offices in Springfield, 
Illinois. Appearances were entered by the Petitioner and Commission Staff. Evidence 
was presented by Petitioner and Commission Staff. At the conclusion of the hearings, 
the record was marked “Heard and Taken.” 
 

IAWC witness Jeff Lampe testified in support of the petition. Mr. Lampe stated 
that IAWC was contacted by the DeSherlias in order to obtain water service to  the 
property described as 110 and  112  West  Water  Street,  Grafton,  IL  62037  (the  
“Property”), where the DeSherlias are building two new homes. According to Mr. 
Lampe, IAWC has a 12-inch water main on West Main Street, but the Property is 
without frontage on West Main Street. There is no source of water for the Property other 
than from the West Main Street water main, and public water service is necessary for 
domestic use. Mr. Lampe further testified that the owner of the real estate adjacent to 
the Property has granted the DeSherlias a perpetual easement to run a service line 
from the Property to IAWC's water main. 

 
Pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Section 600.370(c)(2), a water customer's service 

line "shall be located so that no portion of the customer's service line shall pass through 
lands, buildings or parts of buildings which are not the property of the applicant for 
service." Furthermore, IAWC's tariff, Ill. C. C. No. 23, Original Sheet No. 7, 8(b), 
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similarly provides that the customer's service line shall not pass through or across any 
premises or property other than that to be supplied.  
 

In addition, 83 Ill. Adm. Code Section 600.60 provides:  
 
If hardship results from the application of any rule herein prescribed, or if 
unusual difficulty is involved in complying with any rule or otherwise upon 
good cause shown, a formal application or written request, as may be 
appropriate under the circumstances, may be made to the Commission for 
the modification of the particular rule or for an exemption from its 
provision. Upon good cause shown the Commission may then modify that 
rule or provide an exemption for that utility.  
 
Through an affidavit filed by Staff witness Thomas Q. Smith, the Commission 

Staff supports IAWC’s request for a variance. 
 

Commission Conclusions, Findings and Order Paragraphs 
 
Having reviewed the record, the Commission finds that the request for a variance 

from Part 600.370(c)(2) of the Commission's rules and from Illinois-American Water 
Company's Tariff Ill. C. C. No. 23, Original Sheet No. 7, 8(B) meets the requirements of 
Part 600.60 of the Commission rules set forth in the Petition and should be granted for 
the purpose of supplying water service to the Property. 
 

The Commission having examined the entire record and being fully advised in 
the premises is of the opinion and finds that:  
 

(1) IAWC is a public utility engaged in the business of furnishing water and 
sanitary sewer service to the public in portions of the State of Illinois and is a 
public utility within the meaning of Section 3-105 of the Public Utilities Act;  

 
(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over IAWC and the subject matter herein;  
 
(3) the facts recited and conclusions reached in the prefatory portion of this Order 

are supported by the record and are hereby adopted as finding of fact and 
law;  

 
(4) the proposed variance is reasonable and the consent and approval of the 

Commission shall be granted.  
 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Illinois Commerce Commission that 
IAWC’s request for a variance from Section 600.370(c)(2) of 83 Ill. Adm. Code 600 and 
from its Tariff Ill. C.C. No. 23, Original Sheet No. 7, 8(B) is hereby granted to Illinois-
American Water Company for the provision of water service to the customer described 
in the Petition and Testimony, on the terms substantially similar to those identified in the 
record. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Act and 83 Ill. Admin. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject to the 
Administrative Review Law. 
 

By order of the Commission this ___ day of _______ 2014. 

 

        (SIGNED) DOUG SCOTT 

         Chairman 
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