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Q. Please state your name and address. 1 

A. My name is Charles Payne.  My address is 29397 Church Road, Sycamore, Illinois 2 

 60178. 3 

Q. Are you the same Charles Payne that provided testimony before, on February 14? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. What is the purpose of this part of your testimony? 6 

A. The purpose of this part of my testimony is to address the number of wires on the 7 

primary ComEd line stated by Mr. Thomas Leeming, P.E., Director, Transmission and 8 

Planning Department, Commonwealth Edison Company. 9 

Q. Did you attend the ComEd open houses? 10 

A. Yes.  I attended one in Kings, one in Rochelle, and two in Sycamore. 11 

Q. What questions did you ask? 12 

A. I asked many different times if the ComEd easement was ever going to contain more 13 

than one 345 kV line. 14 

Q. What was their answer? 15 

A: I was told it was going to be 345 kV and no other wires or any more kV in the future. 16 

Q. What does Mr. Leeming’s rebuttal testimony say? 17 

A. Page 3, Line 57 and 58:  “The right of way between Byron and future Charter Grove 18 

substations is intended to accommodate four 345 kV circuits.” 19 

Q. How do you feel about the meetings you attended? 20 

A. I feel we were not told the truth.  We were asked to sign our full name and address upon 21 

entering room.  The ComEd personnel only had their first names on their name card and 22 

offered no business cards, even upon asking.  My wife and I asked one ComEd person 23 

how close the wires can be to our residence.  He smiled at us and said, “If we want to, 24 

we can go right over your house.” 25 
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Q. Did you think the meetings were very professional? 26 

A. No. 27 

Q. Do you think it is appropriate that ComEd presents the Grand Prairie Gateway 28 

 Project as a 345 kV line? 29 

A. No, I think the voltage is very misleading when they testify saying there will be four 345 30 

 kV lines in the future. 31 

Q. What is the purpose of this part of your testimony? 32 

A. Rebuttal to the testimony of Richard J. Roddewig, MAI, CRE, President of Clarion 33 

Associates, Inc.  I am not an MAI or CRE but have most respect for them.  After reading 34 

Mr. Roddewig’s testimony, I found his comparisons and sales to be by 138 kV lines and 35 

500 to 700 feet from right-of-way.  None of his comparisons addressed 345 kV to     36 

1380 kV, as Mr. Leeming proposed, at 250 feet from farmstead. 37 

Q. Conclusion 38 

A. In conclusion, ComEd has not proven a need for or a benefit of the project.  The 39 

new lines only serve as bait to acquire auction revenue rights on the PJM grid and does 40 

nothing for Illinois people.  In Commonwealth Edison Company’s Draft Proposed Order, 41 

Rock Island Clean Line LLC, No. 12-0560, pages 15-16, ComEd states: 42 

ComEd, Staff, and other intervenors agree that the Illinois electric system 43 
as it currently operates is adequate, reliable, and not inefficient.  As such, 44 
ComEd asserts that RI cannot articulate any need for the Project, and 45 
importantly, Staff and other intervenors agree with ComEd that a need 46 
has not been established for the Project. 47 
 48 

ComEd, on page 9 of the above document, again states: 49 

Furthermore, ComEd contends that the Project is not necessary to 50 
provide adequate, reliable, and efficient service.  The record shows that 51 
Illinois’s electricity system is adequate, reliable, efficient, and competitive. 52 


