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Q. Please state your name, present position and business address. 1 

A. My name is William A. Whitlock.  I am Executive Vice President - Eastern Region for 2 

EDP Renewables North America LLC (“EDPR”).  My business address is 808 Travis 3 

Street, Suite 700, Houston, TX 77002. 4 

Q. Have you previously submitted testimony in this rehearing proceeding? 5 

A. Yes.  I previously submitted direct testimony on rehearing, identified as Renewables 6 

Suppliers Exhibit 4.0. 7 

Q. What is the subject matter of your rebuttal testimony? 8 

A. I am responding to a number of points in the direct testimonies on rehearing of Richard 9 

Zuraski on behalf of the Commission Staff (“Staff”), David Zahakaylo on behalf of 10 

Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”), and Anthony Star on behalf of the Illinois 11 

Power Agency (“IPA”). 12 

Q. Staff witness Zuraski (ICC Staff Ex. 1.0C, pp. 13-15) and IPA witness Star (IPA 13 

Ex. 1.0R, pp. 14-15) testify that other factors besides the curtailments of the long-14 

term power purchase agreements (“LTPPAs”) could lead a developer to decide to 15 

stop or slow down projects in Illinois.  Do you agree? 16 

A. Yes. There are a variety of factors that could cause a developer to decide to stop or slow 17 

down projects in Illinois, including more attractive alternatives, or concerns related  to 18 

transmission, permitting, or overall wind resource capacity. However, for EDPR, the 19 

most crucial factor in determining where to deploy development capital is the ability to 20 

obtain certainty of long-term revenue streams over the life of a project.  For EDPR, in 21 

the last year we have signed long-term off-take contracts for projects to be constructed 22 

in California, Kansas, Oklahoma, Indiana, and Maine for a total of 950 MWs of wind 23 

farms. All of these projects are under long-term contracts for which we have confidence 24 

in the counterparty fulfilling the expected revenue requirements.  25 
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Q. Do you agree with Mr. Star that renewables development is not slowing down in 26 

Illinois, as evidenced by the fact that the projects that are supplying the long-term 27 

PPAs were completed and placed into operation (IPA Ex. 1.0R, p. 14)?  28 

A. No. The American Wind Energy Association (“AWEA”) reported in its 2013 fourth 29 

quarter analysis that zero MWs of new wind farms were placed into operation in Illinois 30 

in 2013. AWEA also reported that over 12,000 MWs of new wind power were under 31 

construction across the United States – with zero MWs of these projects being in 32 

Illinois.1  No projects have been constructed or moved into operations in Illinois since 33 

the curtailments started occurring.  34 

Q. ComEd witness Zahakaylo claims in his direct testimony that the Renewable 35 

Suppliers’ concerns about the impacts of the LTPPA revenue losses on 36 

development of new projects are unsubstantiated, and the Renewable Suppliers 37 

have presented no “tangible support” for their contentions (ComEd Ex. 1.0, pp. 15-38 

16).  Do you agree? 39 

A. No.  As the former Director of Development for the Great Lakes for EDPR, and as the 40 

current Executive Vice President – Eastern Region, I have redeployed capital and 41 

employees away from Illinois and to other markets where we can achieve stable long 42 

term revenue streams. Tangible evidence of this includes dropped interconnection queue 43 

positions and terminated interconnection agreements for proposed Illinois projects.  44 

Q. ComEd witness Zahakaylo also seems to be arguing that the small amount of the 45 

Illinois renewable market represented by the curtailments of the LTPPAs should 46 

not be a discouragement to developing new wind projects in Illinois (ComEd Ex. 47 

1.0, pp. 15-16).  As a developer of wind projects in a number of states around the 48 

                                                 
1 American Wind Energy Association, U.S. Wind Industry Fourth Quarter 2013 Market Report, 
released January 20, 2014.  
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country, do you agree that the size of the curtailments at issue should not have a 49 

negative impact on future development of projects in Illinois? 50 

A. No.  EDPR evaluates each project and contract independently.  As discussed above, 51 

long-term certainty of revenue is key to my company’s decision whether to invest within 52 

a particular state. 53 

Q. Does this conclude your prepared rebuttal testimony? 54 

A. Yes.  55 


