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STAFF OF THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
MOTION FOR AN INTERIM ORDER 

 
 
 
 NOW COMES the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), by and 

through its undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Section 200.190 of the Illinois 

Commerce Commission’s (“Commission”) Rules of Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 

200.190), and respectfully moves for an Interim Order (“Motion”).  In support of this 

Motion, Staff states as follows: 

1. On February 3, 2014, Illinois-American Water Company (“IAWC” or 

“Applicant”) filed an application with the Commission pursuant to Section 8-406 of the 

Illinois Public Utilities Act (“Act”) requesting a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity to provide water service to areas in the Illinois Counties of Hardin, Gallatin, 

Pope, and Saline now served by Hardin County Water Company (“Hardin”), approving 

the accounting entries to record the transaction, approving applicable rates and 
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regulations for water service, establishing the ratemaking rate base of Hardin and the 

district with which the water utility shall be combined for rate making purposes pursuant 

to 220 ILCS 5/9-210.5 of the Act and approving an Asset Purchase Agreement entered 

into between IAWC and Hardin. 

2. On March 4, 2014, the manager of the Commission’s water department 

notified IAWC that it had selected three appraisers as required by Section 9-210.5(c). 

3. On March 14, 2014, IAWC provided to Staff the signed contracts between 

IAWC and the three appraisers selected by the Commission’s water department 

manager. 

4. On March 20, 2014, the Staff filed a verified Staff Report recommending to 

the Commission that it approve the terms of the engagement between IAWC and three 

appraisers to perform appraisals of Hardin.  On March 25, 2014 Staff filed a verified 

Supplemental Staff Report. 

5. Section 9-210.5 provides in part that: 

If a large public utility elects the procedures under this Section to establish the 
rate base of a water or sewer utility that it is acquiring, then 3 appraisals shall be 
performed. The average of these 3 appraisals shall represent the fair market 
value of the water or sewer utility that is being acquired. The appraisals shall be 
performed by 3 appraisers selected by the Commission’s water department 
manager and engaged by either the water or sewer utility being acquired or by 
the large public utility. The Commission’s water department manager shall select 
the appraisers within 30 days after the water department manager is officially 
notified. Each appraiser shall be engaged on reasonable terms approved by the 
Commission. Each appraiser shall be a disinterested person licensed as a State 
certified general real estate appraiser under the Real Estate Appraiser Licensing 
Act of 2002. 
 

220 ILCS 5/9-210.5(c) (emphasis added). 
 
6. Given the requirement in Section 9-210.5(c) of the Act that the terms of 

the engagement between the appraisers and the utility are to be reasonable and are to 
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be approved by the Commission, Staff recommends that the Commission enter an 

interim order finding as such based upon Staff’s recommendation and the Commission’s 

own review of the contracts entered into between IAWC and the three appraisers. 

7. Staff’s draft interim order is attached to this Motion as Attachment A. 

8. Staff understands that IAWC has no objection to Staff’s Motion and the 

draft interim order. 

 

WHEREFORE, for all the reasons set forth above, Staff respectfully requests that 

the Commission enter an Interim Order finding that the terms of the engagement 

between the three appraisers and IAWC are reasonable and approving the contracts 

entered into between the three appraisers and IAWC. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

___________________________ 
       Staff Counsel  
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