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State your name. 
Constance E. Jones 

Where do you live? 
I live at 645 S. Haverhill Lane, South Elgin, IL 60177. 

What is your interest in the Grand Prairie Gateway Project? 
My home abuts the easement for which Com Ed has selected for the placement for the 34SkV 
power lines for the Grand Prairie Gateway Project, in the River Ridge Subdivision in South Elgin, 
IL. 

Why are you submitting this testimony? 
I am submitting this testimony to express my opposition to the proposed 345kV Grand Prairie 
Gateway Project proposed by ComEd to place the power lines within 20 feet of my property. My 
family is one of the many families that would be affected negatively if this project is allowed to 
proceed. 

What would be the negative impact of the proposed 345kV high line? 
The easement behind our property already has two sets of power lines running through it. If the 
project proceeds as planned, we would have a total of three sets of power lines adjacent to my 
property. In addition, the lines would create a buzz raising the level of noise already being 
created by traffic along Stearns Road, the Canadian Pacific Railway, and a nearby quarry. 

What are your other concerns? 
First, there would be a significant loss in the value of my home. Studies have indicated that home 
values could be decreased by up to 50%. 

Second, is the health concern from living so close to high voltage wires. Recent studies have 
indicated a correlation between higher incidences for negative impact on your health the closer 
you live to high voltage lines. I petitioned Com Ed to measure the EMF emission levels from both 
the current lines and the anticipated levels from the new lines if installed. Their study indicated 
that the two current lines are far enough away from my home to have a negligible effect. 
However, the emissions anticipated from the new lines is increased 50 times the current levels 
because of the proximity to my home. 

Third, Com Ed did not properly notify me of their intent to build the power lines within 20 feet of 
my property. While they have maintained that there was significant community involvement in 
the planning process, and they held town-hall type meetings, I was never contacted directly by 
Com Ed. They relied upon a third party vendor to mail out notices of the meetings, and the 
notices did not detail their specific plans or intent. 
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What would be your preferred outcome for the Gateway Project? 
I believe that Com Ed has two other viable options. One would be to place the power lines south 
of the current lines along Stearns Road. The second option would be to have the lines buried 
through the easement. I know that the cost of burying the lines is of utmost concern to Com Ed. 
However, when placing them in highly populated areas, it would be more beneficial to the 
residents. If they can bury most of the lines in the Chicago area because of the highly 
concentrated population, then surely they can bury those lines in the suburban areas when they 
are placed near subdivisions that are highly populated as well. 

Does that conclude your testimony? 
Yes. Thank you. 

3 


