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STATE OF ILLINOIS  

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY 
 
Petition to Approve Acceleration of Meter 
Deployment under ComEd’s AMI Plan 

: 
: 
: 
: 

No. 14-_____ 

VERIFIED PETITION FOR EXPEDITED APPROVAL OF  
ACCELERATION OF METER DEPLOYMENT UNDER COMED’S AMI PLAN 

Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) respectfully petitions the Illinois 

Commerce Commission (the “Commission” or “ICC”) for approval to accelerate the deployment 

of Advanced Metering Infrastructure (“AMI”) Meters under its approved Smart Grid Advanced 

Metering Infrastructure Deployment Plan (“AMI Plan”).  Because the proposed acceleration 

would affect AMI meter deployments essentially immediately and would immediately deliver 

benefits to customers, ComEd asks the Commission to act on an expedited basis.   

This Petition is further supported by the testimony of Messrs. Richard O’Toole (ComEd 

Exhibit (“Ex.”) 1.0), Andrew L. Trump (ComEd Ex. 2.0), and Joseph R. Trpik, Jr. (ComEd Ex. 

3.0), filed with this Petition.  In further support, ComEd states: 

Background 

1. ComEd is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of Illinois, with its 

principal office in Chicago, Illinois.  ComEd provides retail delivery services, including standard 

metering service, to approximately 3.8 million northern Illinois customers.  ComEd is a public 

utility under Section 3-105 of the Public Utilities Act (the “Act” or the “PUA”), 220 ILCS 5/3-

105, and an electric utility under Section 16-102 of the Act, 220 ILCS 5/16-102. 

2. Sections 16-108.5 and 16-108.6 of the Act (220 ILCS 5/16-108.5, 16-108.6) 

require ComEd to invest in and plan to deploy AMI to its retail electric service customers 
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generally.  Section 16-108.6 also establishes an annual process for Commission review of 

ComEd’s progress in implementing its AMI Plan, as well as review and approval of any ComEd 

updates to its AMI Plan.   

3. The Commission first approved ComEd’s AMI Plan in Docket No. 12-0298.  

After Public Act (“PA”) 98-0015 became effective on May 22, 2013, the Plan was amended in 

Docket No. 13-0285.  See ICC Docket No. 13-0285 (Interim Order, June 5, 2013), at 3-5; ICC 

Docket No. 13-0285 (Final Order, June 26, 2013) at 2-3.  As so amended, ComEd’s AMI Plan 

reflects the staged deployment of residential AMI meters beginning in the fall of 2013 and 

concluding by December, 2021. 

4. While the deployment schedule approved in Docket No. 13-0285 is, as the 

Commission found, reasonable and lawful, ComEd has continued since its approval to consider, 

and to discuss with Staff and other stakeholders, potential opportunities to accelerate deployment 

in a manner that is also prudent and reasonable.  These discussions have focused on potential 

opportunities to accelerate the deployment of AMI Meters to customers. 

Proposed Meter Deployment Acceleration 

5. Because of certain factors, including ComEd’s successful AMI meter deployment 

experience and the successful implementation of PA 98-0015 with the resulting improvements in 

both cost recovery and market confidence, ComEd believes that it can now prudently and 

reasonably implement and finance the deployment of AMI Meters to customers on an 

accelerated pace.   

6. In particular, ComEd believes that AMI meters can be prudently and reasonably 

deployed to customers under a schedule that concludes in December 2018.  As further discussed 

in the testimony of Mr. O’Toole (ComEd Ex. 1.0), under the proposed acceleration, meter 
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installations would increase to 500,000 in 2014 and to 833,000 in 2015.  Installations would peak 

at 930,000 meters in both 2016 and 2017, and then decrease to 765,000 meters in 2018.  The 

acceleration is depicted graphically below: 

 

 

7. In developing this deployment schedule, ComEd has taken into account customer 

benefits, operational issues, and financial issues.  In particular, as Mr. O’Toole explains, ComEd 

has considered operational factors including the field and back office experiences and learnings 

accumulated during the first year of the ongoing AMI deployment, the maintenance of the 

existing functionality delivery timeline, and the maintenance of the geographic deployment 

rationale previously developed with stakeholders.  ComEd has also considered stakeholder 

impact concerning those issues.  Additionally, ComEd analyzed its team structure, training 

capacity and overall methodology for establishing and maintaining safety.  In doing so, ComEd 

determined that its current training, field and business processes, and safety practices ensured 

that meter deployment could be safely achieved under the proposed acceleration plan.  Further, 
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as explained by Mr. Trpik (ComEd Ex. 3.0), ComEd is able to finance AMI meter deployment 

on this schedule without reducing other planned capital investments or operating activities, and 

without taking imprudent action to raise additional capital.  Mr. Trump (ComEd Ex. 2.0) 

confirms that the proposed deployment acceleration can deliver additional and improved benefits 

to customers more rapidly.  He explains that the effect of this acceleration, all other things being 

equal, is to increase the net present value of AMI meter deployment to customers.   

8. ComEd consulted with the Smart Grid Advisory Council (“SGAC”) prior to 

submission of this acceleration plan.  ComEd formally met with the SGAC on several occasions, 

and considered its recommendation in preparing the proposed deployment acceleration.   

Request for Commission Approval 

9. While ComEd plans on reflecting this acceleration proposal in its AMI Plan 

update due to be filed on April 1, 2014, as required by Section 16-108.6 of the PUA, that Plan 

update will be subject to a statutory schedule for Commission review and approval that could 

stretch out into June of 2014.  In order to optimize the proposed acceleration, ComEd needs to 

begin implementing the acceleration as soon in 2014 as possible.  Indeed, because of the timing 

of meter installation and other required system improvements, it is possible that the number of 

meters installed by June of 2014 under an accelerated schedule could exceed the number slated 

for installation in 2014 under the current schedule.  Therefore, ComEd is seeking approval of the 

acceleration in this separate proceeding, and requests that the Commission approve the proposed 

acceleration in an Order to be entered as soon as possible but not later than May 13, 2014. 
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10. No party will be prejudiced by the approval of the proposed accelerated meter 

deployment schedule, and customers will affirmatively benefit.  There is no risk of duplicative or 

inconsistent outcomes in this and the annual AMI Plan update proceeding.  ComEd commits that 

– should approval be granted – the same schedule will be proposed by ComEd in its annual 

update proceeding.  Further, until and unless the Commission approves the proposed accelerated 

schedule presented, ComEd will continue to deploy AMI meters in accordance with the schedule 

approved in Docket No. 13-0285.   

WHEREFORE, the Commission should approve the proposed accelerated meter 

deployment schedule.  The evidence demonstrates that the accelerated schedule is operationally 

feasible, is prudent and reasonable, and will deliver greater net benefits to customers.   

Dated:  March 13, 2014 Respectfully submitted, 

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY 
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