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ILLINOIS COMPANY’S MOTION FOR CLARIFICATION/CORRECTION OR IN THE 

ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR REHEARING 

 

 

The Environmental Law and Policy Center (“ELPC”) hereby responds to Ameren Illinois 

Company’s (“Ameren” or “Company”) Motion for Clarification/Correction or in the Alternative 

Application for Rehearing (“Motion”), filed on February 27, 2014. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

In its Final Order, the Commission required Ameren to “spend the remaining emerging 

technologies budget on the proposed smart devices program.” Final Order, at page 79. In its 

Motion, Ameren seeks to alter the Final Order so that it requires Ameren to “spend the remaining 

portion of the electric emerging technologies budget on the proposed smart devices program.” 

Motion, at page 14 (emphasis in original). The Commission should deny the Motion with regard 

to this clarification. 

II. THE COMMISSION PROPERLY REQUIRED AMEREN TO USE BOTH THE 

ELECTRIC AND GAS PORTIONS OF THE EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 

BUDGET ON THE SMART DEVICES PROGRAM 

 

In its Final Order, the Commission held, “AIC’s [Ameren’s] smart meters could provide 

effective tools for greater energy reduction and management if they are paired correctly with 
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smart home devices.” Final Order, at page 79. As ELPC explained in its Initial Brief, smart 

devices include “thermostats, plugs, power strips, switches, smart chargers for electric vehicles, 

gateways, and in-home displays that can communicate with the smart meter, can connect to a 

local-area network, and can be controlled with smart phones, tablets, and computers.” ELPC 

Initial Brief, at page 11. The Commission found, “Many of these [smart] devices may be unable 

to communicate with AIC’s smart meters.” Final Order, at page 78. The Commission required 

Ameren to use its remaining emerging technologies budget to, at a minimum, “develop a 

comprehensive plan for smart devices including potential programs that deploy smart devices in 

conjunction with smart meters.” Id., at page 79. 

Ameren argues in its Motion, “the smart devices program, as proposed, appears to be an 

electric-only program.” Motion, at page 13. Since “the evidence established that the emerging 

technologies budget includes funds for both gas and electric programs” (Id., at page 13), Ameren 

argues that the Commission should modify the Final Order “to reflect that only the electric 

portion of the emerging technologies budget must be used for smart devices.” Id., at page 14 

(emphasis in original). 

As a duel fuel provider, Ameren has statutory energy efficiency savings targets for both 

gas and electricity (Final Order, at page 1), which means to the extent that smart devices can lead 

to energy savings on both the gas and electric side, the Commission should require Ameren to 

use both gas and electricity funds to realize those savings. ELPC agrees that the primary purpose 

of the smart devices program is to help fully realize the benefits of electric smart meters, but 

greater penetration of certain smart devices will also yield increased gas savings. For example, as 

ELPC Witness Volkmann testified and no party contested, “Smart devices, particularly smart 

thermostats, can lead to savings of both gas and electricity.” ELPC Exhibit 2.0, at page 16. Smart 
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thermostats, which seem to have the greatest potential for savings of all the smart devices, not 

only interact with customers’ electric smart meters to increase electric savings, they also are 

programmable in the winter months to increase gas savings from gas heating systems. Therefore, 

the Commission should require the Company to use both the electric and gas portions of its 

emerging technologies budget to fund the smart devices program. This is especially true since, as 

the Company notes, the gas portion of the budget represents only 20 percent of the total 

emerging technologies budget. Motion, at page 13.    

III. CONCLUSION 

As explained above, the smart devices program will generate both gas and electric energy 

efficiency savings. Therefore, ELPC recommends that the Commission reject Ameren’s Motion 

to limit spending on the smart devices program to just the electric portion of the emerging 

technologies budget. 
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