
 Docket No.:                  T13-0130 
 Bench Date:               03/05/2014 
 Deadline:                               N/A 
M E M O R A N D U M   
 
TO:    The Commission 
 
FROM:   Latrice Kirkland-Montaque, Chief Administrative Law Judge 
 
DATE:   February 21, 2014 
 
SUBJECT:  Forest Preserve District of Cook County, an Illinois special            

district, 
      Petitioner, 
 

v. 
 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company, Illinois Department of 
Transportation, 

     Respondents. 
 

Petition for an order of the Illinois Commerce Commission to 
permit the construction and maintenance of a multi-use path 
on the south side of Lake-Cook Road, AAR/DOT #176 576R, 
railroad milepost 20.50 located in Cook County, Illinois. 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  Enter Order granting Petition. 
 

 

On December 17, 2013, the Forest Preserve District of Cook County filed the 
above-captioned Petition with Commission seeking authority to construct a multi-use 
pedestrian path on the south side of the Lake-Cook Road (AAR/DOT #176 576R, 
railroad milepost 20.50) highway-rail grade crossing of the Company’s tracks, located 
near the Village of Glencoe and City of Highland Park, Cook County.  

The Forest Preserve District is seeking authority to alter the existing Lake-Cook 
Road highway-rail grade crossing of the Company’s tracks by the addition of a multi-use 
path with pedestrian gates and crossing panels on the south side of Lake-Cook Road, 
as shown on the plans attached to the Petition (“Project”). The Project will provide a 
connection for existing pedestrian facilities and traffic generators on the east and west 
side of the crossing including the regional Green Bay Trail.  A sidewalk is also currently 
located on the north side of the Lake-Cook Road crossing equipped with pedestrian 
gates.  The existing sidewalk at the Lake-Cook Road crossing also provides a 
connection between residential areas, and is adjacent to the Braeside Commuter Metra 
station. 
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If the Project is approved by the Commission and constructed, the Forest 
Preserve District will, at its sole cost and expense, install and maintain the trail 
approaches to the crossing of UP’s tracks.  The Forest Preserve District plans on 
beginning construction in the spring of 2014.  The Project should be completed by 
December 31, 2014. 

The Forest Preserve District will reimburse the Company for its reasonable and 
necessary costs for the engineering and installation of the pedestrian gates and 
crossing panels for the path. The Forest Preserve District will also be responsible for all 
maintenance costs for the path, as well as all repair costs associated with the 
pedestrian gates due to damage or vandalism. 

Staff and all Parties support the Project.  I recommend entry of the attached 
Order granting the Petition. 


