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Q: Can you please provide your name and address. 1 

A: My name is Thomas Pienkowski.  My wife and I have lived at 12N393 Waughon Road 2 

Hampshire, IL for about 13 years. 3 

Q: Can you tell the Commission about yourself? 4 

A: I am an electrical engineer by training; receiving my BSEE from Iowa State University and 5 

my MSEE from The Ohio State University.  I am currently employed as Vice President of 6 

Engineering for Videojet Technologies Inc.  7 

Q: Why are you providing this testimony to the Commission? 8 

A: I am providing my testimony in order to explain why the Commission should not allow the 9 

routing of the line to follow the proposed Primary Route.  Our property and residence lie just to the 10 

North of the Primary Route on Waughon Road. In my testimony, in my wife’s testimony, the 11 

testimony of Debra K. Hirshberg, LCSW, and the testimony of James R. Dauphanais testimony, it 12 

is made evident that a superior route to the south exists. 13 

Q: What brought you and your wife to your current address? 14 

A: We moved from in-town St. Charles, to this location, for the peace, quiet, and natural 15 

beauty. We are a family that enjoys camping and backpacking in somewhat remote areas, and, 16 

therefore, we love this particular piece of property tucked back in the dense woods away from 17 

hustle and bustle of town life.  18 

Q: Can you describe what your home means to you? 19 

A: The property provides an excellent place to raise and educate our children. The wetlands 20 

on the property provide excellent educational opportunities and the size of the property has allowed 21 

for pets we might not be able to have elsewhere; horses, dogs and cats.  It provides the freedom 22 

for children to explore the beauty and natural world around them.  Additionally, it provides for a 23 
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location for my wife to have a career and otherwise help in providing for our family.  Our property 24 

consists not only of a home, but also a stable, and an indoor equine riding arena with office space. 25 

Q: What in particular troubles you about the proposed primary route? 26 

A: I have calculated the viewing angle for the proposed ComEd high voltage power line 27 

towers, and the view from the offices located in the indoor equine riding arena has at least 60 feet 28 

of tower sticking up above the tree line. This spoils much of the reason we bought this property to 29 

begin with, and decreases the value of the property. Besides spoiling the view to the south, I am 30 

also concerned for the “buzzing” noise that comes from the high voltage power lines during periods 31 

of high humidity, rain, drizzle or fog. Again, a large part of the value of this piece of property is the 32 

peace, quiet and natural beauty, that will be lost if the high voltage power lines are run just to the 33 

south of our property.  34 

Q: Do you harbor additional concerns about the proposed line, other than visual 35 

impacts? 36 

A: Yes.  Because of my background in electrical engineering, I have a good understanding of 37 

electromagnetics; from both my formal studies and from my twenty-five years of practicing 38 

electrical engineering.  I have read some of the technical studies that have focused on the health 39 

and safety of individuals living within close proximity to high voltage power lines, and it has raised 40 

my concern. There appears to be a link between childhood leukemia and elevated magnetic fields. 41 

The studies around high voltage electric fields are not as conclusive, and they usually state that 42 

they could neither prove nor disprove adverse effects of elevated electric fields. The fact that the 43 

adverse effects of large electric fields could not be disproved is still of concern. 44 

 Q: What would you propose the Commission do in this particular docket? 45 
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A: I would propose that the Commission route the line further south, as shown in the 46 

testimony of Jim Dauphinais.  In the alternative, ComEd should route the line along the proposed 47 

Alternative Route.  With regards to the routing suggested by Mr. Dauphinais, it is my understanding 48 

that when compared to the proposed Primary Route, the suggested routing is shorter, cheaper, 49 

impacts fewer homes, and removes 90-degree turns from the proposed transmission line.  50 

Q: Does this conclude your direct testimony? 51 

A: Yes.  Thank you. 52 


