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Q: Can you please provide your name and address. 1 

A: My name is Robert Mason and both my wife and I are lifetime residents of the Elgin area.  2 

We reside at 38W520 Savanna Lakes Drive in Elgin Township. 3 

Q: What is the purpose of your testimony? 4 

A: I am providing this testimony in opposition of the ComEd Grand Prairie Gateway Project’s 5 

current proposed routing and above ground installation. 6 

Q: Please tell the Commission about yourself. 7 

A: I am semi-retired, but continue to work part-time as a self-employed Certified Public 8 

Accountant.  I work out of my home office at the above address.  I have a B.S degree from 9 

Northwestern University and an M.S. degree from Northern Illinois University.  My wife, Diane, is a 10 

Registered Nurse and she has worked at Sherman Hospital in Elgin throughout her entire career.  11 

She holds her B.S.N. degree from Northern Illinois University.  We have two adult children (one in 12 

Elgin and one in Chicago) and both are frequent visitors to our house. 13 

Q: Can you tell the Commission a bit more about your home? 14 

A: Our house is situated on approximately two acres in the Savanna Lakes subdivision 15 

located at the intersection of Nolan Road and Savanna Lakes Drive in Elgin Township in Kane 16 

County.  It is right next to the proposed route of the proposed project.  The subdivision is located 17 

just east of the Bowes Creek Country Club development.  Our house was built in the early 2000’s 18 

and we are the second owner.  We purchased the house in late 2006.  It is a lovely 4-bedroom 19 

home with many nice features and upgrades.  Prior to moving to our current address, we lived in 20 

Elgin in the same house for twenty-two years.  In the mid-2000s, we began looking for a new 21 

house.  Our goal was to find something in a more rural setting with a larger yard.  We probably 22 

looked at dozens of houses before finding this one.  It was the only house that we that we looked at 23 
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that seemed to be a perfect fit for our needs.   Our subdivision is fairly small, only about twenty-five 24 

homes, and without exception, all the homes are all very nice and well maintained.  The eastern 25 

border of our lot is next to Nolan Road.  Just east of Nolan is the Otter Creek Forest Preserve.  On 26 

the north side, our property backs up to the railroad tracks, so we have no neighbors behind our 27 

house. 28 

Q: How does the proposed routing affect you and your wife? 29 

A: Unfortunately, the current proposed route of the ComEd Grand Prairie Parkway Project is 30 

directly behind our house (just on the north side of the railroad tracks).  We have a large outdoor 31 

deck on the north side of our house.  In addition, we recently screened in our back porch.  Right 32 

now, the views from both are beautiful.  The addition of 160+ feet high, high-voltage transmission 33 

line, poles directly behind our house will absolutely destroy those views.  This is especially true if 34 

ComEd intends to install a second set of transmission lines and poles in the same area. 35 

In addition to the visual pollution caused by the proposed high voltage towers, the project will most 36 

certainly destroy our property values.  Incidentally, we purchased our house at the start of the real 37 

estate market collapse so our home is probably worth 25-35% less than we paid.  A further 38 

decrease in our property values would be difficult to accept.  At this point in our lifetimes, our 39 

wealth is highly tied up in this property. 40 

Q: Do you have other concerns? 41 

A: Yes.  We also have serious concerns about the noise pollution caused by the buzzing of 42 

the high voltage lines.  It will be difficult to enjoy our backyard during the summer months if we are 43 

subjected to constant buzzing.  Also, we’re quite concerned about how the hum and electrical 44 

interference will affect our enjoyment of home entertainment systems, listening to music, etc.   45 

 46 
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Q: What about health concerns? 47 

A: As I mentioned previously, my wife is a Registered Nurse.  As a long time healthcare 48 

professional, she is concerned about the possible health risks associated with long-term exposure 49 

to high-voltage transmission lines.  I realize that ComEd may say that studies on the health risks 50 

are inconclusive.  To ComEd, I would reply that there was a time when cigarette smoking was not 51 

considered harmful either.  It is clear that the science is not decided regarding EMF and health, 52 

and that it is quite possible that prolonged exposure to electromagnetic fields may cause a number 53 

of health problems.  It’s also worth noting that the proposed route goes directly behind a nearby 54 

elementary school.  I think those parents should be very concerned about the health and safety of 55 

their children. 56 

Q: Do you have a solution to these issues? 57 

A: Yes.  Based on all of these concerns, the best possible solution for us, and for other local 58 

residents, would be for ComEd to bury the lines.  I understand that ComEd claims that burying the 59 

lines costs more, but spread over ComEd’s entire customer base, the additional cost to the 60 

individual customer will be negligible.  In addition, ComEd may be grossly overestimating the costs 61 

of burial.  Finally, any increased monetary costs are more than made up by the cost savings to 62 

health, property values, and aesthetic destruction. 63 

Q: Did ComEd propose any alternate routing that you could advocate for? 64 

A. No.  It is my understanding that these types of projects require that ComEd propose 65 

alternate routes.  As far as I know, there has been no alternate route proposed for this section of 66 

the Grand Prairie project.   67 

Q: Do you believe there is a need for this project, as a whole? 68 
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A: Not necessarily.  ComEd has cited increased demand for electricity as a justification for 69 

this project.  That does not square with the reality of Illinois’s population trend.  According to the 70 

latest estimates from the Census Bureau, the Illinois population was virtually flat in 2013.  Perhaps 71 

a better plan would for ComEd to improve and modernize its existing infrastructure instead. 72 

Q: Do you have anything eles you would like to share? 73 

A: I have one last anecdote to share:  Back in August 2013, when I first learned that the 74 

proposed route was going directly behind our house, I tried to contact ComEd using the phone 75 

number provided in their literature.  By design, that number directed callers to leave a message 76 

rather than speak with a ComEd representative directly.  I can only assume that ComEd did not 77 

actually wish to speak to those customers affected.  However, I was determined to speak with a 78 

live human being.  After over twenty attempts at phone calls/transfers/voice mails/etc., I finally 79 

managed to make contact with a “live” person, a woman by the name of Doni Murphy.  I 80 

subsequently learned that Ms. Murphy was responsible for the route planning of this project.  She 81 

was very courteous and sympathetic to my concerns and she actually acknowledged that she 82 

wouldn’t want it in her backyard.  So I have to ask, if it’s not good enough for her, why is it good 83 

enough for me and my family and neighbors? 84 

Q: Does this conclude your direct testimony?  85 

A: Yes.  Thank you. 86 


