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Q: Can you please provide your name and address. 1 

A: My name is William Lenschow.  My wife and I live at 28917 East County Line Road, 2 

Sycamore, Illinois. 3 

Q: Why are you providing this testimony? 4 

A: I oppose the placement of the transmission line along ComEd’s proposed primary route. 5 

Q: Can you tell the Commission about your property? 6 

A: Yes.  In 1904 Henry Lenschow purchased our farm on County Line Road. Part of the farm 7 

lies on the west side of County Line Road, Sycamore Township, DeKalb County; the rest on the 8 

east side of County Line Road, Burlington Township, Kane County My family is the fifth generation 9 

making a livelihood dairy farming on this same farm.    10 

Q: What do you do on your property? 11 

A: Since 1904, Grade A milk has been produced and shipped from our farm every day; 12 

making our farm perhaps the longest continuous Grade A milk producer and shipper for the market 13 

in Illinois. 14 

Q: How long have you, personally, been involved with the property? 15 

A: I grew up on this farm, with my father farming with my grandfather and grandmother.  16 

Then, after six years of military service, fifty-six years ago, my wife, Kathy, and I moved back to this 17 

farm.  We have raised our family of five daughters on this farm.   18 

Q: Beyond your family’s generations old dairy farm, what does this property mean to 19 

you? 20 

A: Although all of our daughters have completed college and are now raising families of their 21 

own, they all grew hay, and each shared in the day to day activities of the dairy farm.  One thing we 22 

have learned – no matter your age, there is a job for you on a dairy farm.  We have shared our 23 
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lives and our cows with others, in tours at our farm, taking cows to events at ballgames or grand 24 

openings in Chicago, and planning dairy breakfasts.  Each of us has spent time in dairy promotion, 25 

nutrition education, and working with youth in agriculture – both here on our farm and through 4-H 26 

and FFA. We have shared our lives with numerous young people working with us, from this area as 27 

well as from Denmark, Finland, and Switzerland, all wanting to learn and work in American 28 

agriculture. And we have reaped the benefits of meeting many new friends, receiving numerous 29 

agriculture awards and honors, and watching young people grow into productive adults – many of 30 

whom still work in the agriculture industry. 31 

Q: Would you say that you are fundamentally opposed to change? 32 

A: No.  Our farm has changed in the years we have lived here.  We've improved and added 33 

buildings.  We bought another 100 acres that fit around our adjoining fields in Kane County.  Then, 34 

in 2006, we sold our woodland and cropland acres in Kane County to the Kane County Forest 35 

Preserve District so they could have a larger area to make nature trails.  I presently rent the 36 

cropland back from the Forest Preserve District to farm.  This has left us with a second set of farm 37 

buildings to the south, on County Line Road in Kane County, at the edge of the forest preserve 38 

owned land. 39 

Q: Do you believe that the proposed transmission line, as currently planned, will have a 40 

negative impact upon your dairy farm? 41 

A: Yes.  I have been privileged to work with dairy farmers throughout the United States for 42 

thirty-eight years by serving as their representative and officer in marketing co-ops, working on 43 

legislation, working on pricing milk and moving the supply of milk throughout United States through 44 

Central Milk Producers Cooperative.  My efforts affected much more than our personal dairy farm.  45 

The efforts affected the livelihoods, problems, and activities of dairymen throughout regions of 46 
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many dairy cooperatives.  Always of major concern, for others, and myself was the effect of stray 47 

voltage on dairy cows.  Many studies have indicated that stray voltage from high-voltage 48 

transmission lines adversely affects dairy cow health, reduced, lower quality, milk output.  49 

Obviously, with this being a generations old dairy farm, this is of great concern to me.  It is my 50 

understanding that while ComEd only proposes one set of high voltage transmission lines at this 51 

time, a second set is almost certainly going to be placed parallel to the currently proposed 52 

transmission line, further raising my concerns about stray voltage. 53 

Q: Did you attend any ComEd meetings? 54 

A: Yes.  This past summer, as I attended one of ComEd's informative meetings and looked at 55 

the maps, I was shocked to see that the only farmstead on the map with the power lines drawn 56 

directly between the residence, the dairy buildings, cattle lots, and the road was ours.  As I spoke 57 

to eight or nine of the ComEd personnel there that evening, each of them agreed that there must 58 

be another way to run these power lines.   59 

Q: Are you anti-transmission line? 60 

A: No.  As a dairyman and a dairymen representative, I do know the value of electricity.  We 61 

need and use electricity each day, all day.  We feed, warm or cool the cattle, run the milking 62 

equipment, cool the milk, clean the equipment and barns.  And I readily see the need for electricity 63 

in the areas to the east as well.  I agreed with ComEd when thirty-eight years ago ComEd 64 

purchased and leased property from us along the railroad right-of-way. 65 

Q: Do you believe there is a more reasonable manner to route the proposed 66 

transmission line? 67 

A: Yes.  If the proposed line were to come along the west side of this farm coming south from 68 

Buzzell Road, this would be more reasonable.  A line along the west side of my property will 69 
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neither interfere with my dairy operation, nor with our entrance to our residence, dairy buildings and 70 

cattle lots.  Such a routing is provided by the direct testimony of James R. Dauphinais.  Our dairy 71 

farm, as we use it today, cannot continue to operate with the power poles between farm buildings, 72 

our entrance to the farm, our residence, and County Line Road, as shown on those maps in 73 

ComEd’s exhibits.  Our lots, one for cows, one for heifers, come down to the right-of-way for the 74 

road, in front of the buildings – right where line placement is proposed.  Our residence and dairy 75 

barn are only 385 feet from County Line Road.   76 

Q: Do you have anything else to add? 77 

A:  Yes.  It was always our intention to maintain our dairy and our residence on this farm, 78 

which has been a Lenschow farm for more than one century.  We are depending on the Illinois 79 

Commerce Commission’s decision to allow us to maintain our home and our livelihood. 80 

Q: Does this conclude your direct testimony? 81 

A: Yes. 82 


