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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF JEFFREY KING 

Q. Please state your name and business address? 1 

A. My name is Jeffrey King and my address is 355 East Chicago Street, Elgin, Illinois 2 

60120-6543. 3 

Q. By whom are you employed? 4 

A. School District U-46. 5 

Q. What is your position at School District U-46? 6 

A. I am the Chief Operations Officer. 7 

Q. What are your responsibilities as Chief Operations Officer? 8 

A. I am responsible for the location, construction, maintenance, and welfare of all buildings 9 

in the School District.  I also oversee and am responsible for all Operational Departments 10 

of the District, including Human Resources, Payroll, Information Technology, Financial 11 

Services, Food and Nutrition Services, Business Services, Transportation, and Plant 12 

Operations.  I serve on the Superintendent’s cabinet, and I advise and report to the Board 13 

of Education on all the areas of the District’s activities that I oversee. 14 

Q. Please describe your professional and educational background. 15 

A. From 2001 to 2005 I was the Director of Business Services at School District U-46.  In 16 

2005 I became the Executive Director of Operations for the District.  Then I moved to 17 

Lake Zurich Community Unit School District 95 where I was the Assistant 18 

Superintendent of Finance and Operations from 2009 to 2011.  In 2011 I returned to 19 

School District U-46 and have served in my current capacity since then.  I have a 20 

Bachelor’s Degree and a Master of Business Administration Degree from Eastern Illinois 21 

University. 22 
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Q. On whose behalf are you appearing in this matter? 23 

A. I am appearing on behalf of School District U-46. 24 

Q. Are you familiar with the subject matter of this proceeding? 25 

A. Yes.  I have reviewed Commonwealth Edison’s petition and exhibits regarding the Grand 26 

Prairie Gateway Transmission Line Project. 27 

Q. Why is School District U-46 interested in this matter? 28 

A. The District received notice of the Grand Prairie Gateway Project and intervened in these 29 

proceedings because both the Primary Route and the Alternate Route would be 30 

constructed on land immediately adjacent to the District’s Otter Creek Elementary 31 

School.  As a result of how close the proposed transmission lines are to Otter Creek 32 

Elementary School, the District’s interests and its property will be directly affected by 33 

any decision the Commission reaches in this matter.  34 

Q. Please describe the Otter Creek Elementary School. 35 

A. The Otter Creek Elementary School is a 61,685 square foot building where the District 36 

provides Early Childhood Preschool and K-6 educational services to approximately 730 37 

children who live in the District.  The children attend class between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 38 

p.m. during the school year.  The building itself is in use in one way or another from the 39 

early morning to the evening hours throughout the year with all of the different types of 40 

activities one normally associates with a school. 41 

Q. What is the subject matter of your testimony? 42 

A. My testimony provides the Commission with the position of School District U-46 on the 43 

Primary Route and the Alternate Route for the Grand Prairie Gateway Project.  The 44 
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District takes no position on the necessity of the Grand Prairie Gateway Project.  The 45 

District does, however, want to make sure the Commission takes note of and considers 46 

the health, environmental and financial impact that the Grand Prairie Gateway Project 47 

will have on Otter Creek Elementary School and the District as a whole. 48 

Q. What is the position of School District U-46 on the proposed Primary Route and the 49 

proposed Alternate Route? 50 

A. As a District our primary concern is the health and safety of our students.  We also take 51 

the concerns of parents about the health and safety of their children very seriously.  As 52 

depicted in Exhibit 1.1, both the Primary Route and the Alternate Route would run along 53 

a corridor of land owned by ComEd that is immediately adjacent to the Otter Creek 54 

Elementary School.  In Exhibit 1.1, the plowed strip of land between the railroad tracks 55 

and the school building is where the transmission lines will be placed.  As anyone can 56 

see, these overhead, high voltage wires would be in very close proximity to the school 57 

building as well as the playground.  This raises health and environmental concerns for the 58 

students of Otter Creek Elementary School.  The District is aware that the general 59 

scientific consensus is that, as of now, the available evidence is too inconclusive to 60 

support a definitive cause-effect relationship between proximity to high voltage electrical 61 

lines and increased risk of childhood leukemia, brain tumors, or neurobehavioral 62 

disorders.  However, as documented in Exhibit 1.2, according to the website of the 63 

Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Radiation and Indoor Air, the National 64 

Institute of Environmental Health Sciences assessed the health effects from exposure to 65 

low-frequency electric and magnetic fields in 1998 and found that power line frequency 66 
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magnetic fields are a possible cause of cancer based on studies of childhood leukemia.  67 

Because of the uncertainty surrounding the environmental and health effects of having 68 

high voltage wires near an elementary school building, the District urges the Commission 69 

to fully investigate and consider the potential environmental and health effects of the 70 

Grand Prairie Gateway Project on the students of Otter Creek Elementary School before 71 

issuing a decision in this matter.  Only after the health and environmental impact on the 72 

Otter Creek Elementary School is fully considered and addressed should the Commission 73 

consider whether to grant or deny its approval for the Project. 74 

Q. What is the position of School District U-46 on the financial impact of the Grand 75 

Prairie Gateway Project? 76 

A. As a public school district, U-46’s primary revenue source is the property tax.  The 77 

property tax is based on the value of real estate.  All other things being equal, the more 78 

valuable a particular property is, the more that property owner pays in taxes.  Therefore, 79 

anything that diminishes the value of real estate within the District impacts the District’s 80 

ability to raise the funds necessary to operate its schools.  The way that the Grand Prairie 81 

Gateway Project is currently proposed, with construction of approximately eight miles of 82 

overhead transmission lines within the District’s boundaries, the Project will have a 83 

negative effect on the value of numerous properties within the District.  The decline in 84 

value for these properties will cause the District’s property tax rate to increase.  The 85 

increased tax rate will negatively impact the District’s ability to raise revenues.  Also, as 86 

a steward of public funds, the District is concerned about the shifting tax burden that will 87 

result.  If the value of the properties along path of the Project declines, all the other 88 
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property owners in the District will be forced to pay a greater share of the District’s 89 

property tax levy.  This is unfair reallocation of the tax burden onto those outside of the 90 

immediate scope of the Grand Prairie Gateway Project should be taken into account by 91 

the Commission. 92 

Q. Are there any revisions to the Grand Prairie Gateway Project that would mitigate 93 

the District’s concerns? 94 

A. Short of an alternate route than would completely avoid Otter Creek Elementary School, 95 

burying the transmission lines underground rather than constructing overhead 96 

transmission lines would potentially mitigate the District’s concerns related to both the 97 

financial and the environmental impact of the Grand Prairie Gateway Project. 98 

Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 99 

A. Yes. 100 


