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The Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission” or “ICC”), by and 

through its counsel, and pursuant to Section 200.190 of the Commission’s Rules of 

Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.190), respectfully submits this Staff Response to the 

Joint Motion to Reopen and Modify Arbitration Decision (“Joint Motion”).   

On June 26, 2013, the Commission issued its Arbitration Decision (“Order”) in the 

above-noted proceeding.  On February 7, 2014, the parties (“AT&T Illinois and Sprint”) 

to the Section 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 filed the Joint Motion 

requesting that the Commission modify its Order, on Issue 43, the transit service rates.  

Staff has no objection to the Joint Motion.  However, Staff would like to caution 

all parties that come before the Commission that litigating, appealing an issue and then 

later settling it in the midst of the appellate process is not favored.  Although Staff 

understands that parties engaged in extremely complicated negotiations may at times 



need guidance from the Commission to break a prior deadlock in negotiations, settling 

issues this late is obviously not an efficient way of proceeding.  That said it is true that 

settling this issue does preserve further scarce Commission resources that would other 

wise be expended in the appellate process.   

Nonetheless, as a general matter, Staff wants to be clear that it is neither 

endorsing nor seeking to set any type of a guiding precedent for modifying issues 

already decided by the Commission.  However, due to the circumstances of this Section 

252 arbitration proceeding, and the specific nature of Issue 43, Staff has no objection to 

the Joint Motion.  
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