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Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), by and through its counsel, 

pursuant to the direction of the Administrative Law Judges (“ALJs”) and Section 200.190 

of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, 83 Ill. Adm. Code §200.190, respectfully submits 

its Response to the Motion for Clarification (“Motion”) filed by Commonwealth Edison 

Company (“ComEd”) on January 14, 2014.  In response to said Motion, Staff states: 

1. On December 19, 2013, the Commission issued its Final Order in this 

proceeding.  Commonwealth Edison Co., ICC Final Order Docket No. 13-0387 

(December 19, 2013)(“December 19 Order”). 

2. On January 14, 2014, ComEd filed its Motion for Clarification, requesting 

that “the Illinois Commerce Commission clarify its December 19 Order to specify in 

which proceeding the study of the costs of serving low use residential customers, 

specifically the ECOSS with a distinct low-use subclass for each residential delivery 

class, should be submitted.”  Motion at 3. 



3. The December 19 Order specifically orders ComEd “to conduct and 

provide an ECOSS with a distinct low-use subclass of each residential delivery class,” 

but does not explicitly state when such ECOSS should be provided.  December 19 

Order at 47. 

4. As ComEd states in its Motion, the December 19 Order at page 47 does 

indicate, albeit in a different context, “the next proceeding.”  Motion at ¶4.  However, 

ComEd questions whether that “next proceeding” is the 2014 Formula Rate Update 

Proceeding or the next rate design proceeding.  Further, ComEd notes that the 

Commission may prefer to address the subject in a separate proceeding under the 

provisions of Section 9-250 of the Public Utilities Act (“PUA”).  Id. 

5. Staff agrees with ComEd that there is some ambiguity in the December 19 

Order as to when the Company is required to provide the ECOSS.  

6. The PUA requires that litigation of rate design issues take place outside of 

the annual formula rate update proceeding, and provides that the utility shall file 

revenue-neutral tariff changes or re-file existing tariffs without change every three years.  

220 ILCS 5/16-108.5(e).  Accordingly, Staff believes it is inappropriate for this 

information to be provided in the 2014 Formula Rate Update proceeding. 

7. Staff believes that the appropriate proceeding for ComEd to provide an 

ECOSS with a distinct low-use subclass of each residential delivery class in the next 

“three year” rate design investigation, rather than in the next formula rate update 

proceeding or a Section 9-250 proceeding.  While the Commission certainly has the 

authority to open a Section 9-250 proceeding, Staff does not believe it is necessary to 

do so at this time. 



8. Finally, ComEd indicates in a footnote that it intends to address this matter 

by providing an illustrative ECOSS in its Application for Rehearing, which it filed on 

January 17, 2014.  Staff does not believe that the cost analysis required by the 

December 19 Order should be considered upon rehearing, if granted.  Pursuant to the 

PUA, a Commission Order on Rehearing must be entered within 150 days of granting 

rehearing.  220 ILCS 5/10-113.  This is, quite simply, not enough time for the parties to 

conduct a thorough investigation into the matter.  If the Commission approves ComEd’s 

request for Rehearing, it should not resolve this matter in that proceeding. 

 

WHEREFORE Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission respectfully requests 

that the Illinois Commerce Commission clarify its December 19 Order to specify that the 

study of the costs of serving low-use residential customers, specifically the ECOSS with 

a distinct low-use subclass for each residential delivery class, should be submitted with 

Commonwealth Edison Company’s next rate design investigation. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      ______________________ 
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