
 Docket No.:  13-0423 &  
 13-0424 (Cons.) 
 Bench Date: 12/18/13 
 Deadline:  12/31/13 
 
M E M O R A N D U M___________________________________________________ 
 
TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: Sonya Teague Kingsley, Administrative Law Judge 
 
DATE: December 9, 2013  
 
SUBJECT:   MidAmerican Energy Company  
 

Verified Petition for Approval of its Energy Efficiency Plan 
pursuant to Section 8-408 of the Public Utilities Act. 

 
Request for Waiver of 83 Ill. Admin. Code Sections 
410.210(a)(3)(E) and 500.330(a)(1)(B)(v). 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Enter the Order approving the Energy Efficiency Plan and 

denying the waiver.  
 
 
 In compliance with the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“Commission”) Order in 
Docket No. 12-0132 and pursuant to Section 8-408 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act (the 
“PUA”), MidAmerican Energy Company (“MidAmerican”) filed its proposed five-year 
Illinois energy efficiency plan (“Plan”)  on July 1, 2013 in Docket No. 13-0423.  On July 
1, 2013, MidAmerican also filed a request for a waiver in Docket No. 13-0424 from 83 
Ill. Admin. Code Sections 410.210(a)(3)(E) and 500.330(a)(1)(B)(v), which require the 
energy efficiency cost recovery charge to be a separate line item on customer bills.  
These two dockets were consolidated on August 22, 2013.  
 
 MidAmerican has offered electric and gas energy efficiency programs in its Iowa 
jurisdiction since 1991.  MidAmerican serves the bi-state area of the Quad Cities, with 
substantial populations in both Iowa and Illinois.  Section 8-408 authorizes MidAmerican 
to seek Commission approval to offer gas and electric energy efficiency programs to its 
Illinois customers that are the same or comparable to programs it offers in a state 
adjacent to Illinois, in this case Iowa. On May 21, 2008, in Docket Nos. 08-0107/08-
0108 (Cons.), the Commission approved MidAmerican’s first Illinois energy efficiency 
plan, which was in place from 2008 through 2012.   
 
  On February 23, 2012, the Commission issued an order initiating a proceeding in 
order to make a determination by October 31, 2012, as to whether MidAmerican’s 
energy efficiency programs should be continued beyond calendar year 2012 as 



13-0423/13-0424 (Cons.) 
 

required by Section 8-408(d) of the PUA. In its October 17, 2012 Order, the 
Commission found that MidAmerican’s energy efficiency programs, as a whole, were 
shown to be cost-effective for Illinois ratepayers, and allowed MidAmerican to continue 
its energy efficiency programs, except the Residential New Construction program, until 
December 31, 2013.  The Commission further directed the Company to file a new plan 
on or before July 1, 2013, to be in place by January 1, 2014, and ordered that the new 
energy efficiency plan should only include measures shown to be cost-effective for 
Illinois ratepayers. 
 
 Staff recommends that the Commission approve MidAmerican’s Plan, subject to 
certain provisions.  MidAmerican does not object to these provisions. 
 
 MidAmerican argues that the Commission should grant its waiver request as it 
has previously in Docket Nos. 08-0107/08-0108. It argues that introducing an energy 
efficiency line item on Illinois customers’ bills at this time may be confusing for 
customers because it will be a new line item relating to existing programs and because 
no such line item appears on bills for Iowa customers.  Illinois customers may perceive 
the new energy efficiency charge on the bill to be is a new charge. MidAmerican 
contends that they may believe that they are now being required to pay for programs 
that were previously provided without charge and continue to be provided to Iowa 
customers without charge.  MidAmerican argues in its Brief on Exceptions that the issue 
before the Commission is not whether other utilities include an energy efficiency line 
item charge on customer bills, but whether the waiver request will compromise safety, 
reliability or the service obligations of MidAmerican.  
  
 Staff objects to MidAmerican’s wavier request and recommends that the 
Commission deny the request.  Staff maintains that a one-time Commission granting of 
a waiver of this requirement in the past for the initiation of MidAmerican’s pilot energy 
efficiency programs is an insufficient reason to justify a Commission waiver in this 
docket.  Staff notes that the Commission has approved numerous energy efficiency 
plans since the Commission granted that waiver to MidAmerican and all the other 
energy efficiency plans approved in Illinois since that time include an energy efficiency 
line item charge on customer bills.  Staff believes having a line item charge on 
customers’ monthly bills could significantly increase customer awareness and 
participation in the energy efficiency programs.  It also provides transparency allowing 
customers to be aware of the services they are paying for each month.  Staff argues 
that any negative reaction can be mitigated by proactively explaining the basis for the 
separate charge to customers.  Additionally, Staff contends that MidAmerican has failed 
to provide evidence to show that the waiver will not compromise safety, reliability, or its 
service obligations to customers.  The Order concurs with Staff’s arguments and finds 
that the waiver should not be granted in this proceeding.  
 
 Accordingly, I recommend that the Commission enter the Order which approves 
MidAmerican’s Plan and denies its waiver request.  
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