
 Docket:  13-0657 
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 Deadline:  5/1/14 
M E M O R A N D U M___________________________________________________ 
 
TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: Terrance Hilliard, Administrative Law Judge 
 
DATE: December 6, 2013 
 
SUBJECT:   Commonwealth Edison Company 
 
    Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience 

and Necessity, pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois 
Public Utilities Act, and an Order pursuant to Section 8-503 
of Illinois Public Utilities Act, to Construct, Operate and 
Maintain a new 345 kilovolt transmission line in Ogle, 
DeKalb, Kane and DuPage Counties, Illinois 

 
 Motion to Extend Time 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve Extension of time. 
 
______________________________________________________________________  
 
 On December 2, 2013, Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) filed its 
Verified Petition (“Petition”) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
(“CPCN”) pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act (“Act”), for an 
electric transmission line.   This Statute, among other things, requires the Commission 
to enter its Order granting, granting in part, or denying the Petition within 150 days of 
filing.  
 
 The statute provides that the Commission may extend this 150-day period by 75 
days if it finds that good cause exists to do so.   Staff has filed a Motion requesting that 
the deadline in this case be extended because the Petition promises to raise novel 
issues and participation by interested parties.   
 
 Specifically, the project for which a CPCN is sought involves what are referred to 
as Stage 1A Auction Revenue Rights (“ARRs”), which are, according to the Petition, a 
“hedging mechanism that serves to protect native electric load utilization of the 
transmission system by providing long-term financial hedges against congestion on the 
transmission lines.” Further, Stage 1A ARRs are “a key feature of the congestion 
management structure.”  So far as is known to Staff, this is the first instance in which a 
major transmission project has been undertaken in Illinois for this purpose. In Staff’s 
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view, the Commission would benefit from a fully-developed record with respect to this 
issue. 
 

The primary route ComEd proposes for the project is 60 miles in length and the 
alternate route is 68 miles in length. (Petition, ¶10).  Both proceed through Ogle, De 
Kalb, Kane and Du Page Counties. It is likely, therefore, that the interests of numerous 
adjacent landowners, municipalities, and other parties will be implicated regardless of 
the route selected; 

 
Similarly, it has been Staff’s experience that when a CPCN is sought for a 

transmission line of significant length, a number of parties intervene and propose 
alternate routes, and oppose the Petitioner’s, Staff’s and one another’s route proposals. 
As a result, the Commission and assigned Administrative Law Judge(s) (“ALJ”) will 
likely have numerous routing proposals to review and consider in addition to ComEd’s 
primary and alternate routes. 
 
 Accordingly, I recommend that the Commission, pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of 
the Act, find that good cause has been shown to exist and extend the statutory deadline 
for Commission action in this docket by 75 days. 
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