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VERIFIED ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

 Respondent, The Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company ("Peoples Gas"), by and through 

its attorney, M. Gavin McCarty, hereby answers the allegations of Complainant’s Formal 

Complaint ("Complaint") and responds to Complainant's requests for relief as follows: 

1.  It started when Peoples Gas visited my home unannounced with no appointment 

or phone call on 12/16/12. Knocked on my door my wife answered and they told her that 

they were there for a leak inspection, my wife let them in and the next thing she notices is 

was that they took the gas meter and turn off all the gas for all the building. 

 

ANSWER:  Peoples Gas’ denies Complainant assertion that Peoples Gas personnel requested 

access to the premises on December 16, 2012 to inspect its meters and equipment. Peoples Gas 

denies that Complainant or his spouse granted access to the premises on December 16, 2012. 

Peoples Gas is without information or belief as to the remaining allegations.  

 

2. After several attempts to get a hold of them finally got a hold of someone all they 

would tell me is that they were doing an investigation finally after a month with no gas 

they told me I was stealing gas and that I had to pay for all the illegal used gas and 

reroute my gas pipes to install the meters outside before they could reinstall the gas they 



charged me $10,000 dollars for something that was not true I never did anything illegal in 

my property I’ve been a loyal customer paying my gas bill every month for several years.  

 

ANSWER:  Peoples Gas’ admits that it informed Complainant that there was evidence of 

tampering and unauthorized gas usage at 4530 S. Justine, Chicago, IL. Peoples Gas admits that it 

invoiced Complainant for unauthorized gas usage. Peoples Gas denies the remaining allegations. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

 Peoples Gas state the following as affirmative defenses to Complainant’s Complaint: 

 

 

Third Affirmative Defense  

 On or about 2001, there was tampering at the Premises to Peoples Gas wires, pipes, 

meters or other service equipment, Complainant benefitted from the tampering as the owner of 

the Premises, and Peoples Gas invoiced Complainant in a reasonable manner for the 

unauthorized gas usage from April 30, 2001 to December 18, 2012 for Apartments 1F and July 

26, 2007 to December 18, 2012 for Apartment 2F at the Premises. Pursuant to 83 Illinois 

Administrative Code Sec. 280.100 (c), Complainant is liable for the gas service delivered and 

used at the Premises.   

 

  WHEREFORE, The Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company respectfully requests 

that the Commission: (i) deny Complainant’s requests for relief (ii) dismiss Complainant’s 

Complaint and (iii) grant Peoples Gas such further relief as the Commission deems just, proper 

and reasonable. 

 

Dated: December 10, 2013    
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COMPANY 
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