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STAFF’S MOTION TO EXTEND THE 150-DAY DEADLINE 
 

 
NOW COME the Staff witnesses (“Staff”) of the Illinois Commerce Commission 

(“Commission”) by and through its undersigned counsel, and moves, pursuant to 

Section 8-406.1(g) of the Illinois Public Utilities Act (220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(g)) and 83 Ill. 

Adm. Code 200.190, for a Commission Order (1) finding that good cause exists to grant 

a 75-day extension to the 150-day period otherwise allotted by statute to decide this 

matter; and (2) granting such extension. In support thereof, Staff states as follows: 

 1. On December 2, 2013, the Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) 

filed its Verified Petition (“Petition”) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity (“CPCN”), initiating the above-captioned matter. (See Petition.) 

 2. ComEd seeks its CPCN pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois Public 

Utilities Act, which, among other things, requires the Commission to enter its Order 

granting, granting in part, or denying the Petition within 150 days of filing. 220 ILCS 5/8-

406.1(g).  

 3. The Commission may extend this 150-day period by 75 days if it finds that 

good cause exists to do so. Id.  
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 4. In this case, good cause exists to extend the 150-day period for the 

following reasons: 

(a) The project for which a CPCN is sought raises matters of first 

impression. More specifically, the project is being built, at least in part, to 

ensure the continued feasibility of what are referred to as Stage 1A 

Auction Revenue Rights (“ARRs”), which are, according to the Petition, a 

“hedging mechanism that serves to protect native electric load utilization 

of the transmission system by providing long-term financial hedges 

against congestion on the transmission lines.” (Petition, ¶ 6.) Further, 

Stage 1A ARRs are “a key feature of the congestion management 

structure.” Id., ¶ 5. So far as is known to Staff, this is the first instance in 

which a major transmission project has been undertaken in Illinois for this 

purpose. In Staff’s view, the Commission would benefit from a fully-

developed record with respect to this issue; 

(b) The primary route ComEd proposes for the project is 60 miles in 

length and the alternate route is 68 miles in length. (Petition, ¶10) 

Both proceed through Ogle, De Kalb, Kane and Du Page Counties. It is 

likely, therefore, that the interests of numerous adjacent landowners, 

municipalities, and other parties will be implicated regardless of the route 

selected; 

(c) Similarly, it has been Staff’s experience that when a CPCN is 

sought for a transmission line of significant length, a number of parties 

intervene and propose alternate routes, and oppose the Petitioner’s, 
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Staff’s and one another’s route proposals. As a result, the Commission 

and assigned Administrative Law Judge(s) (“ALJ”) will likely have 

numerous routing proposals to review and consider in addition to ComEd’s 

primary and alternate routes. 

 5. Accordingly, the Staff requests that the Commission enter an Order: (1) 

finding that good cause exists to extend the 150-day statutory period for decision by an 

additional 75 days; and (2) extending the 150-day statutory period for decision by an 

additional 75 days. 

WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests that the ALJ grant relief consistent 

with the arguments set forth herein. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
       ________________________ 
       JOHN L. SAGONE 
       KIMBERLY J. SWAN 
       MATTHEW L. HARVEY 
       Office of the General Counsel 
       Illinois Commerce Commission 
       160 N. LaSalle Street, Ste. C-800 
       Chicago, IL 60601 
       Email:  jsagone@ icc.illinois.gov 
         kswan@ icc.illinois.gov 

mharvey@icc.illinois.gov 
       Phone: 312-793-2877 
       Fax:  312-793-1556 
 
December 4, 2013     Counsel for the Staff  
       Of the Illinois Commerce Commission 
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