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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 
                                
USCOC OF CENTRAL ILLINOIS, LLC     )         
                                                                                   )    
Petition to Partially Relinquish Its                          )   13-0480 
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications    ) 
Carrier Under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2)                 ) 
 

 
 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF DR. JAMES ZOLNIEREK 
 
 

My name is Dr. James Zolnierek and I am employed by the Illinois Commerce 

Commission as the Director of the Policy Division.  Among my duties as a Policy 

Analyst is to review Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) designations and 

make recommendations as to their approval. 

 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PETITION 

USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC (“U.S. Cellular”) seeks to partially relinquish its 

designation as an ETC.1 U.S. Cellular was designated as an ETC in Docket No. 04-

0653.2  U.S. Cellular seeks to amend its ETC service area by relinquishing its ETC 

designation in certain portions of its ETC service area.3  In its Petition, U.S. Cellular 

states that on May 17, 2013 it consummated a transaction whereby certain of its 

properties, covering areas in the eastern portion of U.S. Cellular’s service area, were 

                                            
1  USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC Verified Petition to Partially Relinquish it Designation as an 
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“Petition”), Filed August 16, 2013. 
2  Order in USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC, USCOC of Rockford, 
LLC and USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC, Petition for Designation as an Eligible : Telecommunications 
Carrier under : 47 U.S.C. §214(e)(2), Docket No. 04-0653, dated February 27, 2008. 
3  The areas that U.S. Cellular seeks to relinquish are identified in revised Exhibits B and C to the 
Petition. 
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assigned to subsidiaries of Sprint Nextel.4  U.S. Cellular seeks to relinquish its ETC 

designation in these areas, but retain its ETC designation in the western portion of its 

ETC service area. 

The purpose of my verified statement is to examine U.S. Cellular’s Petition based 

on the standards enunciated in section 214(e)(4) of the 1996 Act.  Specifically, this 

section states that: 

RELINQUISHMENT OF UNIVERSAL SERVICE.--A State commission 
shall permit an eligible telecommunications carrier to relinquish its 
designation as such a carrier in any area served by more than one eligible 
telecommunications carrier. An eligible telecommunications carrier that 
seeks to relinquish its eligible telecommunications carrier designation for 
an area served by more than one eligible telecommunications carrier shall 
give advance notice to the State commission of such relinquishment. Prior 
to permitting a telecommunications carrier designated as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier to cease providing universal service in an area 
served by more than one eligible telecommunications carrier, the State 
commission shall require the remaining eligible telecommunications carrier 
or carriers to ensure that all customers served by the relinquishing carrier 
will continue to be served, and shall require sufficient notice to permit the 
purchase or construction of adequate facilities by any remaining eligible 
telecommunications carrier. The State commission shall establish a time, 
not to exceed one year after the State commission approves such 
relinquishment under this paragraph, within which such purchase or 
construction shall be completed.  
 

The Federal Communications Commission has also  
 

I APPROVAL UNDER SECTION 214(e)(4) 

 Section 214(e)(4) provides for the Commission to permit U.S. Cellular to 

relinquish its designation only if the area it seeks to relinquish its designation in is 

served by more than one eligible telecommunications carrier.  As U.S. Cellular notes, 

                                            
4  Petition at 2. 
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each area it seeks to relinquish its designation in is served by an incumbent local 

exchange carrier (“ILEC”) that is designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier.5   

Each ILEC offers wireline services throughout its eligible telecommunications 

service area and, therefore, wireline ETC service is currently available from an ILEC in 

every area where U.S. Cellular seeks to relinquish its designation.  No purchase or 

construction of additional facilities is necessary in order to ensure that U.S. Cellular’s 

ETC customer have ETC provided service available. 

Additionally, the Commission has designated multiple wireless carriers as ETCs, 

for the purposes of receiving low-income Lifeline support, for all of Illinois, including, but 

not limited to, TracFone, PlatinumTel and YourTel.6 Each wireless ETC, as a condition 

of their designation, must offer and advertise wireless services to Lifeline eligible 

customers throughout their eligible telecommunications service areas.  Therefore, 

wireless Lifeline service is currently available from a wireless ETC in every area where 

U.S. Cellular seeks to relinquish its designation.   

 

II RECOMMENDATION 

 For all of the reasons above, I recommend the Commission grant U.S. Cellular’s 

Petition. 

  

 

                                            
5  Petition at 3. 
6  See, respectively, Order in Docket No. 09-0213, dated September 10, 2009, and Order in Docket 
No. 09-0269, dated November 24, 2009, and Order in Docket No. 09-0605, dated March 25, 2010. 


