
 
 

 
 
 
 
November 12, 2013 
 
Mr. Rick Pietruszka 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
 
Subject:  ComEd – Grand Prairie Gateway Project  

Ogle, DeKalb, Kane, and DuPage County, Illinois 
 
Dear Mr. Pietruszka: 
 
ComEd is proposing a new 345 kilovolt (kV) electrical transmission line, to be constructed 
between ComEd’s existing substations near the communities of Byron and Wayne (hereto 
referred to as the “Project”). The new transmission line will connect these substations and 
extend across the counties of Ogle, DeKalb, Kane and DuPage.  
 
The Project involves approximately 60 miles of new line within a right-of-way (ROW) up to 
190-feet in width. The proposed structures will primarily include single-shaft steel pole 
structures, typically 600 to 1,000 feet apart and up to 150 feet in height. Construction of the 
new 345 kV transmission line is anticipated to begin in 2015.  
 
The Project is subject to a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) from the 
Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) in accordance with Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois 
Public Utilities Act. Section 8-406.1 requires the identification of a primary route and at least 
one alternate route. The proposed routes will be included in the petition for a CPCN, which 
ComEd anticipates submitting in December 2013. The ICC will ultimately determine the 
location of the final approved route. ComEd anticipates an Order from the ICC no later than 
July 2014. The expected Project in-service date is June 2017. 
 
Maps illustrating the proposed routes are enclosed with this letter. The primary route is the 
most feasible direct route between the existing Byron and Wayne Substations, thereby 
minimizing distance and ground disturbance. The primary route also makes use of existing 
land owned in fee by ComEd and/or existing ComEd easements across private property for 
some of its length. Where the primary route parallels the railroad, it will also share right-of-
way with the railroad. Both the primary and alternate routes generally parallel existing 
transmission line ROW, section lines, railroad easements, and property lines, where 
feasible. The following sections are crossed by the proposed routes. 
 

 

ICC Docket No. 13-XXXX 
ComEd Ex 5.09



Route County Township Range Sections 

Primary Route 

Ogle 

24N  
10E 13, 24 
11E 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

41N 2E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

42N 
1E 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
2E 31, 32, 33, 34 

DeKalb 41N 
3E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
4E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
5E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13 

Kane 

40N  8E 1, 2, 3, 4 

41N 
6E 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18 
7E 7, 8, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26 
8E 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

DuPage 40N 9E 5, 6 

Alternate 
Route 

Ogle 
24N  

10E 12, 13 
11E 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 

42N 
1E 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
2E 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 35, 36 

DeKalb 
41N 

4E 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
5E 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 24, 25, 36 

42N 
3E 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
4E 31 

Kane 40N  8E 1, 2, 3, 4 

41N 
6E 

18, 19, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36 

7E 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30 
8E 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

DuPage 40N 9E 5, 6 
 
Based upon review of potential species occurrence data obtained from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR’s) Natural Heritage Inventory database through a 
license agreement, 14 recorded occurrences of state-listed species are located within the 
anticipated ROW associated with the proposed routes. This includes five birds, three 
mussels, four plants, and one reptile (two occurrences). These species are the endangered 
loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), endangered yellow-headed blackbird 
(Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus), endangered common moorhen (Gallinula chloropus), 
endangered least bittern (Ixobrychus exilis), endangered osprey (Pandion haliaetus), 
threatened black sandshell mussel (Ligumia recta), threatened spike mussel (Elliptio 
dilatata), threatened slippershell mussel (Alasmidonta viridis), threatened slender bog 
arrowgrass (Triglochin palustris), threatened false asphodel (Tofieldia glutinosa), 
endangered wooly milkweed (Asclepias lanuginose), endangered green-fruited burreed 
(Sparganium emersum), and endangered Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii).  
 
The loggerhead shrike prefers open habitats with short grasses, forbs, shrubs, and trees. 
One recorded occurrence of the loggerhead shrike is located along County Line Road along 
the DeKalb and Kane county line. This recorded occurrence appears to be affiliated with a 
rural residential site along the east side of this road. The primary route would be located 
along the west side of this road in a cultivated farm field. The roadway itself is subject to 
regular disturbance, such as mowing or other forms of roadside maintenance. The 
occurrence of suitable habitat preferred by the loggerhead shrike along the west side of 
County Line Road in this general area is not likely. Given this lack of preferred habitat and 
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the presence of the previously disturbed roadway, no adverse effects to the loggerhead 
shrike are anticipated. 
 
The osprey has been recorded in the James “Pate” Philip State Park in DuPage County 
while the other three avian species (least bittern, common moorhen, and yellow-headed 
blackbird) have been recorded in the Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest Preserve and the 
adjacent James “Pate” Philip State Park in DuPage County. Ospreys prefer marshes, rivers, 
lakes or ponds often shallow in depth and bordered by trees. The least bittern prefers 
densely vegetated marshes or other wetlands dominated by cattails and reeds. The 
common moorhen prefers well vegetated marshes, ponds and other wetlands. The yellow-
headed blackbird prefers prairie wetlands, but is also commonly observed in other wetland 
habitats. While wetland habitats are known to occur in the Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest 
Preserve, the proposed transmission line would be located immediately adjacent to an 
existing transmission line within a ROW maintained by ComEd. New transmission poles 
would be placed next to existing poles. Given the intended placement of the proposed 
transmission line in a maintained ROW occupied by an existing transmission line, no 
adverse effects to any of these avian species are anticipated to occur. ComEd will continue 
to consult with the DuPage County Forest Preserve District and IDNR as it relates to the 
construction and operation of the proposed transmission line within the existing transmission 
line corridor through the Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest Preserve, as necessary or 
appropriate. 
 
The slippershell mussel has been recorded in a tributary of Brewster Creek east of the Fox 
River in Kane County. The spike and black sandshell mussels have been recorded in the 
Fox River in Kane County. All three mussels prefer sand, mud or fine gravel deposits. No 
poles are anticipated to be placed below the ordinary high water mark of any waterway that 
may be crossed by the proposed transmission line. As such, no disturbance to any 
potentially suitable mussel habitat is anticipated, nor are any adverse effects to this species.  
 
Slender bog arrow grass prefers wet, often organic, soils of fens or other shallow wetlands. 
Slender bog arrow grass has been recorded in the McLean Road fen. While the McLean 
Road fen (Kane County McLean Road Fen Forest Preserve) is located near the primary 
route, the primary route would not extend through this fen, but rather parallel an existing 
transmission line within a previously disturbed ROW just south of this fen. The false 
asphodel prefers wet meadows, fens and other wetland habitats. The woolly milkweed 
prefers dry, sandy or gravelly hillside prairies. The false asphodel and woolly milkweed have 
both been recorded along the railroad corridor north of Stearns Road and east of the Fox 
River in Kane County. The green-fruited burreed prefers shallow water wetland habitats. 
The green-fruited burreed has been recorded in the Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest Preserve 
and the adjacent James “Pate” Philip State Park in DuPage County. Since the extent of 
ground disturbance will be limited to the maximum extent feasible through pole placement 
and utilization of existing access, and the proposed routes traverse cultivated farm fields or 
parallel existing previously disturbed road, railroad or transmission line corridors, no adverse 
effects to slender bog arrow grass, the false asphodel, woolly milkweed or green-fruited 
burreed are anticipated to occur. 
 
Blanding’s turtles are commonly associated with marshes and have been recorded along a 
tributary of the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River in DeKalb County and in the Pratt’s 
Wayne Woods Forest Preserve and the adjacent James “Pate” Philip State Park in DuPage 
County. Linear waterways would be spanned. While wetland habitats are known to occur in 
the Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest Preserve, the proposed transmission line would be located 

ICC Docket No. 13-XXXX 
ComEd Ex 5.09



immediately adjacent to an existing transmission line within a ROW maintained by ComEd. 
Given the intended placement of the proposed transmission line within this maintained 
ROW, no adverse effects to Blanding’s turtles are anticipated to occur. ComEd will continue 
to consult with the DuPage County Forest Preserve District and IDNR, as necessary or 
appropriate. 
 
Wetlands would be spanned to the extent feasible. Temporary and permanent ground 
disturbance would generally be limited to pole locations and areas of construction access. 
Construction access is anticipated to make use of existing previously disturbed access to 
the maximum extent feasible. New permanent access would be limited, if not avoided, 
pending location of the final approved route and locations of poles along this route. Since 
the extent of ground disturbance will be limited to the maximum extent feasible through pole 
placement and utilization of existing access and the proposed routes traverse cultivated 
farm fields or parallel existing previously disturbed road, railroad or existing transmission line 
corridors, no adverse effects to state protected species are anticipated to occur. ComEd has 
engaged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and will continue to consult with the 
USFWS as necessary or appropriate. Additionally, as previously identified, ComEd will 
continue to consult with the DuPage County Forest Preserve District, Kane County Forest 
Preserve District, and the IDNR. 
 
Based on the information provided above and as depicted on the enclosed maps, ComEd 
respectfully requests your concurrence with our conclusion that no adverse effects to state 
listed species are anticipated to occur.  
 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. If you have any questions or require 
additional information about the Project, please do not hesitate to contact me at 630-437-
2565, or via email at sara.race@comed.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sara Race 
Environmental Services Department 
ComEd 
 
Enclosures: Topographic and Aerial Maps of the Proposed Routes, including a CD  
 
cc:  Steve Byers, INPC 
 Jenny Skufca, INPC 

Michael Great, ComEd 
 Jeff Williams, ERM 
 Doni Murphy, ERM 
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November 12, 2013 
 
Mr. Drew Becker 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Rock Island District 
1511 47th Avenue 
Moline, IL 61265 
 
 
Subject:  ComEd – Grand Prairie Gateway Project  

Ogle, DeKalb, Kane, and DuPage Counties, Illinois 
 
Dear Mr. Becker 
 
ComEd is proposing a new 345 kilovolt (kV) electrical transmission line, to be constructed 
between ComEd’s existing substations near the communities of Byron and Wayne. The new 
transmission line will connect these substations and extend across the counties of Ogle, 
DeKalb, Kane and DuPage.  
 
The Project involves approximately 60 miles of new line within a right-of-way (ROW) up to 
220-feet in width. The proposed structures will primarily include single-shaft steel pole 
structures, typically 600 to 1,000 feet apart and up to 165 feet in height. Construction of the 
new 345 kV transmission line is anticipated to begin in 2015.  
 
The Project is subject to a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) from the 
Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) in accordance with Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois 
Public Utilities Act. Section 8-406.1 requires the identification of a primary route and at least 
one alternate route. The proposed routes will be included in the petition for a CPCN, which 
ComEd anticipates submitting in December 2013. The ICC will ultimately determine the 
location of the final approved route. ComEd anticipates an Order from the ICC no later than 
July 2014. The expected Project in-service date is June 2017. 
 
Maps illustrating the proposed routes are enclosed with this letter. The primary route is the 
most feasible direct route between the existing Byron and Wayne Substations, thereby 
minimizing distance and ground disturbance. The primary route also makes use of existing 
land owned in fee by ComEd and/or existing ComEd easements across private property for 
some of its length. Where the primary route parallels the railroad, it will also share right-of-
way with the railroad. Both the primary and alternate routes generally parallel existing 
transmission line ROW, section lines, railroad easements, and property lines, where 
feasible. The following sections are crossed by the proposed routes.  
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Route County Township Range Sections 

Primary 
Route 

Ogle 

24N  
10E 13, 24 
11E 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

41N 2E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

42N 
1E 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
2E 31, 32, 33, 34 

DeKalb 41N 
3E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
4E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
5E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13 

Kane 

40N  8E 1, 2, 3, 4 

41N 
6E 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18 
7E 7, 8, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26 
8E 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

DuPage 40N 9E 5, 6 

Alternate 
Route 

Ogle 
24N  

10E 12, 13 
11E 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 

42N 
1E 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
2E 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 35, 36 

DeKalb 
41N 

4E 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
5E 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 24, 25, 36 

42N 
3E 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
4E 31 

Kane 40N  8E 1, 2, 3, 4 

41N 
6E 18, 19, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
7E 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30 
8E 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

DuPage 40N 9E 5, 6 
 
The proposed Project is located within the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS’) Rock Island Field Office (Ogle and DeKalb counties) and the USFWS Chicago 
Field Office (Kane and DuPage counties). It is ComEd’s understanding that the USFWS 
Rock Island Field Office will be the lead office on behalf of the USFWS for the Project within 
the jurisdiction of these two field offices. Seven federally listed species are known to have 
the potential to occur within the Project area. These species include the endangered Indiana 
bat (Myotis sodalis), threatened Eastern prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea), 
threatened prairie bush clover (Lespedeza leptostachya), endangered leafy prairie-clover 
(Dalea foliosa), threatened Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii), endangered Hine’s 
emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana), and candidate species Eastern massasauga 
(Sistrurus catenatus). In addition, the Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) has 
been proposed to be listed by the USFWS as endangered.  
 
The preferred habitat for the Indiana bat is small stream corridors with well-developed 
riparian woods, upland forests for foraging, and caves and mines. A limited number of tree 
stands occur along the primary and alternate routes in both Ogle and DeKalb counties. The 
proposed routes do cross a known karst area in Ogle County (based on review of Illinois 
State Geological Survey data) and both the primary and alternate routes cross Killbuck 
Creek, Stillman Creek and Black Walnut Creek in Ogle County (the primary route also 
traverses a tributary of Black Walnut Creek). However, no Indiana bat hibernacula are 
known to occur in Ogle or DeKalb counties. As it relates to potential summer habitat, little to 
no tree removal would be required (based on a review of current aerial photography) where 
the primary route crosses Killbuck Creek. Little to no tree removal would be required where 
the primary route crosses Stillman Creek. Little to no tree removal would be required where 
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the alternate route crosses Black Walnut Creek. Any tree removal associated with any 
potential waterway crossings, respective to both the primary and alternate routes, would be 
limited to the extent of right-of-way and collectively comprise less than one percent of the 
length of the route. Further, based on a review of USFWS information via its Web site, no 
summer habitat has been identified in Ogle County. Therefore, since the occurrence of 
potential Indiana bat habitat is very limited and tree removal would be limited to the extent of 
ROW, the Project is not likely to adversely affect this species or its habitat.  
 
The preferred habitat for the Northern long-eared bat is upland forests and woods for 
roosting and foraging, and caves and mines. Limited tree stands occur along the proposed 
routes. Therefore, since there is a limited number of tree stands occurring along the primary 
and alternate routes and tree removal would be limited to the extent of the ROW, the Project 
is not likely to adversely affect this species or its habitat.  
 
The Eastern prairie fringed orchid prefers moderate to high quality wetlands, sedge 
meadows, marshes and mesic to wet prairies. The prairie bush clover prefers dry to mesic 
prairies with gravelly soil. The leafy prairie-clover prefers prairie remnants on thin soil over 
limestone. Mead’s milkweed prefers late successional tallgrass prairies, tallgrass prairies 
converted to hay meadows, and glades or barrens with thin soil. Based on a review of 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Illinois Natural Area Inventory data, no 
native prairies or sedge meadows are known to occur within the anticipated ROW 
associated with any of the proposed routes. Based on a review of information available 
through the Illinois Natural History Survey and the Illinois Department of Transportation’s 
Roadside Prairie Inventory, no native prairies are known to occur within the anticipated 
ROW associated with any of the proposed routes. While there may still be a potential for 
these species to intermittently occur through opportunistic occupation along roadways or 
within roadside ditches, these roadways and roadside ditches are already subject to regular 
disturbance, such as mowing or other forms of roadside maintenance.   
 
Wetlands would be spanned to the extent feasible. Temporary and permanent ground 
disturbance would generally be limited to pole locations and areas of construction access. 
Construction access is anticipated to make use of existing previously disturbed access to 
the maximum extent feasible. New permanent access would be limited, if not avoided, 
pending location of the final approved route and locations of poles along this route. Since 
the extent of ground disturbance will be limited to the maximum extent feasible through pole 
placement and utilization of existing access, no habitat preferred by these species is known 
to occur within the anticipated ROWs of any of the proposed routes, and the proposed 
routes traverse cultivated farm fields or parallel existing previously disturbed road, railroad  
or transmission line corridors, no adverse effects to the Eastern prairie fringed orchid, prairie 
bush clover, leafy prairie-clover, or Mead’s milkweed are anticipated to occur. 
 
Based on review of USFWS designated critical habitat for the Hine’s emerald dragonfly, the 
proposed Project is not located within this species’ range of critical habitat. Further, the 
Hine’s emerald dragonfly prefers calcareous spring-fed marshes and sedge meadows. 
While the McLean Road fen (Kane County McLean Road Fen Forest Preserve) is located 
near the primary route, the primary route would not extend through this fen, but rather 
parallel an existing transmission line within a previously disturbed ROW just south of this 
fen. No other spring-fed marshes are known to occur within the anticipated ROW associated 
with any of the proposed routes. Additionally, based on review of Illinois Natural Area 
Inventory (INAI) data, as administered by the IDNR, no sedge meadows are known to occur 
within the anticipated ROW associated with any of the proposed routes. While one sedge 
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meadow is known to occur north of the existing railroad corridor along Stearns Road east of 
the Fox River and west of Dunham Road, the Primary Route would be located south of this 
sedge meadow along the south side of the railroad corridor. As such, no adverse effects to 
the Hine’s emerald dragonfly are anticipated. 
 
The Eastern massasauga prefers grass dominated fens, sedge meadows, peatlands, wet 
prairies, open woodlands, and shrublands. Based on a review of INAI data, information 
available through the INHS and the IDOT’s Roadside Prairie Inventory, no fens, sedge 
meadows or native prairies are known to occur within the anticipated ROW associated with 
any of the proposed routes. Further, while potential peat soils are known to occur along the 
primary route in Elgin Township, two of three small areas of potential peat soils coincide with 
the previously disturbed railroad corridor. The third small area of potential peat soils is south 
of the railroad corridor in this same general area, though the primary route would be located 
along the north side of the railroad. While other land cover types preferred by the Eastern 
massasauga are known to occur along the anticipated ROWs associated with the proposed 
routes, ground disturbing impacts within any of these ROWs would be limited to the extent 
of the ROW (tree removal) or more specifically, to the location of poles. Since the extent of 
ground disturbance will be limited to the maximum extent feasible and the proposed routes 
traverse cultivated farm fields or parallel existing previously disturbed road or railroad 
corridors, no adverse effects to the Eastern massasauga are anticipated to occur. 
 
The seven federally listed species are also all state listed endangered species in Illinois. No 
recorded observations of these species have been recorded along the proposed routes by 
the IDNR Natural Heritage Inventory database. The Northern long-eared bat is not a state 
listed species in Illinois. 
 
As it relates to the potential for impact to migratory birds, ComEd will continue to consult 
with the USFWS to identify any necessary or appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
Based on the information provided above and as depicted on the enclosed maps, no 
adverse effects to federally-listed species are anticipated. ComEd respectfully requests your 
concurrence with this conclusion.    
 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. If you have any questions or require 
additional information about the Project, please do not hesitate to contact me at 630-437-
2565, or via email at sara.race@comed.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sara Race 
Environmental Services Department 
ComEd 
 
Enclosures: Topographic and Aerial Maps of the Proposed Routes 
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November 12, 2013 
 
Mr. David Halpin 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
1 Old Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, IL 62701 
 
 
Subject:  ComEd – Grand Prairie Gateway Project  

Ogle, DeKalb, Kane, and DuPage County, Illinois 
 
Dear Mr. Halpin: 
 
ComEd is proposing a new 345 kilovolt (kV) electrical transmission line, to be constructed 
between ComEd’s existing substations near the communities of Byron and Wayne (hereto 
referred to as the “Project”). The new transmission line will connect these substations and 
extend across the counties of Ogle, DeKalb, Kane and DuPage.  
 
The Project involves approximately 60 miles of new line within a right-of-way (ROW) up to 
190-feet in width. The proposed structures will primarily include single-shaft steel pole 
structures, typically 600 to 1,000 feet apart and up to 150 feet in height. Construction of the 
new 345 kV transmission line is anticipated to begin in 2015.  
 
The Project is subject to a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) from the 
Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) in accordance with Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois 
Public Utilities Act. Section 8-406.1 requires the identification of a primary route and at least 
one alternate route. The proposed routes will be included in the petition for a CPCN, which 
ComEd anticipates submitting in December 2013. The ICC will ultimately determine the 
location of the final approved route. ComEd anticipates an Order from the ICC no later than 
July 2014. The expected Project in-service date is June 2017. 
 
Maps illustrating the proposed routes are enclosed with this letter. The primary route is the 
most feasible direct route between the existing Byron and Wayne Substations, thereby 
minimizing distance and ground disturbance. The primary route also makes use of existing 
land owned in fee by ComEd and/or existing ComEd easements across private property for 
some of its length. Where the primary route parallels the railroad, it will also share right-of-
way with the railroad. Both the primary and alternate routes generally parallel existing 
transmission line ROW, section lines, railroad easements, and property lines, where 
feasible. The following sections are crossed by the proposed routes. 
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Route County Township Range Sections 

Primary Route 

Ogle 

24N  
10E 13, 24 
11E 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

41N 2E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

42N 
1E 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
2E 31, 32, 33, 34 

DeKalb 41N 
3E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
4E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
5E 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13 

Kane 

40N  8E 1, 2, 3, 4 

41N 
6E 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18 
7E 7, 8, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26 
8E 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

DuPage 40N 9E 5, 6 

Alternate 
Route 

Ogle 
24N  

10E 12, 13 
11E 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 

42N 
1E 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
2E 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 35, 36 

DeKalb 
41N 

4E 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
5E 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 24, 25, 36 

42N 
3E 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 
4E 31 

Kane 40N  8E 1, 2, 3, 4 

41N 
6E 

18, 19, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36 

7E 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30 
8E 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

DuPage 40N 9E 5, 6 
 
The Illinois Inventory of Archaeological Sites (IAS) and the Historic Architectural and 
Archaeology Resources Geographic Information System (HAARGIS) were reviewed in 
March 2013 for the Project study area. This database review was supplemented by an IAS 
digital data request to the Illinois State Museum in March 2013. Results from the database 
queries indicate, based on available information, that nine archaeological sites have been 
previously identified within 100-feet of the Primary Route. Two of the nine archaeological 
sites are not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the 
NRHP status of the other seven sites is unknown. Three archaeological sites have been 
previously identified within 100-feet of the western-most Alternate Route and have not been 
evaluated. The available information found within these databases indicates that no NRHP 
listed historic districts or sites occur within 100-feet of the proposed routes.  
 
Currently, ComEd does not anticipate impacts to previously identified resources as a result 
of the Project. ComEd plans to avoid impacts to known resources, to the extent feasible, by 
adjusting pole spacing to span resources. Impacts to most, if not all, of these sites can be 
avoided by designation of sensitive areas, minor adjustments to Project design, and 
designation of no-traffic areas during construction and operation. Furthermore, areas of 
archaeological potential will be spanned when possible. No buildings are anticipated to be 
razed for construction of the Project. 
 
ComEd requests your written concurrence that the Grand Prairie Gateway Project will have 
no adverse effect on historic properties and that no cultural resources surveys will be 
required for the Project.  
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Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. If you have any questions or require 
additional information about the Project, please do not hesitate to contact me at 630-437-
2565, or via email at sara.race@comed.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sara Race 
Environmental Services Department 
ComEd 
 
Enclosures: Topographic and Aerial Maps of the Proposed Routes 
 
cc:  Joe Phillippe, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

Michael Great, ComEd 
Mark Doperalski, ERM  
Doni Murphy, ERM 
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