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Lutherbrook, which is operated
by Lutheran Child and Family Ser-
vices of Illinois, cares for about 50
children ages 6 to 18 who have suf-
fered a variety of traumas and are
coping with emotional and behav-
ioral challenges. Their histories
could include physical or sexual
abuse, or witnessing domestic or
other violence. Plus, there is trauma
related to separation from their
immediate families.

A call for change

The Illinois Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services cur-
rently has 47 children placed at
Lutherbrook.
DCFS issued a corrective action

plan last fall to Lutherbrook that
cited excessive runaways as an
issue along with failing to inform
the state of “critical incidents”
quickly. It required managers to
document that night staff were
making regular rounds and staying
awake and also called for changes
to ensure the appropriate ratios of
adults to children.
DCFS also has investigated sev-

eral licensing complaints at Luther-
brook in 2012 and 2013, ranging
from allegations of inappropriate
restraint of kids to reports of unsu-
pervised children.
Currently, Lutherbrook is not

under any corrective action man-
dates from DCFS, Diers said. “By
and large we have a good relation-
ship with them (DCFS) and work
well on complicated cases,” he
said.
DCFS spokesman Dave Clarkin

called corrective action plans “nei-
ther an everyday occurrence nor an
alarming event, but merely a first
step in the department’s standard
monitoring of all of our nonprofit
partners providing services to youth
under our care.”
Lutherbrook houses a challeng-

ing segment of those youth.
“Kidswho comehere are trauma-

tized kids who have been placed in
residential environments because
they haven’t been safe in other
environments because of their diffi-
culty regulating themselves,” Diers
said.
He added that children at Luther-

brook receive individual, group
and family therapy, along with

recreational opportunities for
healing.
The Lutherbrook campus

includes a school, playing fields
and eight cottages where kids are
placed according to age.
The institution dates back to

1873, when 14 local congrega-
tions established an orphanage.
Lutherbrook Children’s Center was
opened in the 1960s.

Problematic cases

Lutherbrook is deeply rooted in
Addison and receives a lot of com-
munity support with various fund-
raisers. Addison police collaborate
with the center, visiting and playing
sportswith children.
But police also serve another role.

In 2011 and 2012, there were 578
calls to Addison police for service
by Lutherbrook, including 48 fol-
low-ups, records obtained by the
DailyHerald stated.
Among the cases investigated

in 2011 and 2012 were 13 batter-
ies, three domestic batteries, an
attempted suicide, three aggravated
assaults, three assaults, one unlaw-
ful use of a weapon, 18 disorderly
conducts, two fights/riots and 170
runaways.
Here are some of the more prob-

lematic cases:
• On Aug. 3, 2012, a sexual

encounter involving two teenage
boys occurred in an on-site cottage.
One boy was charged with criminal
sexual abuse and disorderly con-
duct for filing a false police report.
A staffmember found the teens act-
ing suspiciously in a weight room
but the case was not reported until
Aug. 4.
• Around 11 p.m. Aug. 8, 2012,

three underage boys and an
18-year-old retaliated against one
of the teens involved in the sex-
ual encounter by pounding on the
door of his room, where he was
barricaded. The juvenile jumped
out of the window and fled to a
nearby parking lot. His pursuers
caught up and kicked and beat him
until neighbors came to his rescue.
The 18-year-old was charged with

misdemeanor battery.
• On Aug. 23, 2012, an 18-year-

old threatened staff members with
a wooden stick he’d broken from a
mop. One employee was described
by police as “very alarmed as she
was out of breath and appeared
to be shaking.” The teenager was
chargedwith aggravated assault.
•On themorningofAug. 27, 2012,

an 18-year-old brought a knife in
his shoe to Lutherbrook Academy,
the on-site day school. Other class-
rooms were locked down. The teen
was charged with unlawful use of
a weapon. He obtained the 3-inch
knife to use for protection while on
a supervised shopping trip, he told
police.
• On the night of Oct. 27, 2012,

three teenage boys took the keys to
a Lutherbrook van from the front
desk and stole it. The joy ride lasted
for two hours until they returned
the vehicle. All three were charged
with felony possession of a stolen
vehicle.
“We recognize there is a need

for developed and strong partner-
ships with local law enforcement to
meet the needs of kids and ensure
the safety of other kids in the facil-
ity,” DCFS’ Clarkin said. “It sounds
like there may have been some
problems with Lutherbrook and
the Addison police more than a
year ago but it also sounds like they
worked that out and have got a plan
to dobettermoving forward.”
Diers said he could not address

specific cases. He noted that most
of the visits from police involved
minors leaving without permission,
which are classified as runaway
situations.
“Most of these were in relation to

kids that go AWOL from the group
home: older adolescents who say,
‘I’m going across the street to the
gas station,’ and we are required
to let the police know when the
youth under our supervision are not
under our supervision. There are
very few times when kids are gone
overnight.”

‘Extraordinary needs’

Experts say that traumatized
children can act out in unusually
aggressive ways when they think
they’re threatened. The key is to
anticipate thewarning signs andde-
escalate the situation before a child
resorts to violence.

Although most DCFS’ wards
are in foster families, “youth with
extraordinary needs that foster care
cannot meet are placed in residen-
tial care,” Clarkin explained.
Clients of the Cook County public

guardian’s office in residential care
“are there for a particular reason,”
said Harris, adding it’s incumbent
on treatment facilities “not to be
part of the problembynot recogniz-
ing the signs or exacerbating issues
as happenedwith the vigilantism.”
The boy attacked by his house-

mates is a client of the public guard-
ian’s office and was removed from
Lutherbrook,Harris said.
DCFS has carried out seven

licensing complaint investigations
at Lutherbrook in 2012 and 2013, all
of which were substantiated. DCFS
documents also show the violations
were corrected.
They ranged from allega-

tions of an employee dragging a
child and keeping his knee on the
child’s back, causing bruising and
scratches, to a case of six children
leaving cottages at night without
staffmembers’ knowledge.
Lutherbrook is committed to pro-

viding high-quality care to children,
Lutheran Child and Family Ser-
vices communications director Sara
LoCoco said. When staff acts con-
trary to those principles, “they are
disciplined and in some cases ter-
minated.”The worker in the Aug. 3,
2012, casewas fired, she said.
Regarding the missing children,

Lutherbrook reported those prob-
lems to DCFS and changed its pro-
cedures to prevent a recurrence,
LoCoco said.
The facility has a ratio of one

direct careworker for every three
or four children, plus numerous
therapists and recreational special-
ists. Cottages are locked from the
outside at night, but the campus is
open.
It’s easy to pick out a few cases

and create a perception there are
problems at Lutherbrook, offi-
cials said. But the reality is there are
numerous success stories of chil-
dren healing during a stay there,
Diers said.
“So many of our kids go back to

living in families and living success-
fully in families,” Diers said. “I feel
really good about the work we’re
doing with kids and families. We’re
part of creating real, positive change
in the lives of kids and families.”

Lutherbrook: ‘We’re part of creating real, positive change’
Continued from Page 1

Coming Monday: Treatment
facilities face an uphill battle in
terms of funding for and healing
deeply troubled kids.

Associated Press

A federal judge has found author and
infomercial pitchman Kevin Trudeau in
contempt of court for failing to pay a more
than $37 million fine imposed over mis-
leading ads for one of his wildly popular
weight-lossbooks.
Friday’s ruling was the latest round in

more than a decade of legal battles that
began with a suit filed by the Federal Trade
Commission.The regulatory agency alleged
some of Trudeau’s info-
mercials included false
and misleading statements
about his books.
A federal judge in Chi-

cago agreed and ordered
him to stop. Then in 2007,
Judge Robert Gettleman
fined Trudeau $37.6 mil-
lion for violating the order.
On Friday, Gettleman

said Trudeau failed to
pay and ordered him to transfer owner-
ship of companies and financial accounts
to a court-appointed receiver. Gettle-
man found him in contempt, opting not
to give him jail time out of concern that
those hurt by his actions would never get
compensated.
He likened Trudeau to a puppet master

in control of a vast network being used to
keephis assets hidden.
“Mr. Trudeau is a puppet master who

has a lot of strings out there and I’m not
sure he can pull those strings from jail,”
Gettleman said, according toWMAQ-TV.
Despite no formal medical training and

several criminal convictions, Trudeau has
sold millions of books offering cures for
dozens of ailments, from falteringmemory
to hair loss. They have titles such as “The
Weight Loss Cure `They’ Don’t Want You
to Know About,” the book at the center of
his latest legal trouble.
The FTC first sued Trudeau in 1998,

charging that he made false and unsub-
stantiated claims in infomercials for hair
growth, memory and weight-loss prod-
ucts. In 2003, the agency sued Trudeau for
deceptively marketing a calcium product
as a cancer cure and a product called Bio-
tape as a pain reliever.
Trudeau paid $2 million in 2004 to set-

tle the FTC’s charges and agreed to comply
with a court order banning him from info-
mercials except those that promote books.
Trudeau’s attorney, Kimball Anderson,

said Friday his client wants to cooperate
but does not own the companies and does
not have themoney.

Pitchman in
contempt over
$37 million fine

Kevin
Trudeau
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Wewant to talk with
you about a new
transmission line.
Please join us for an open house to discuss the Grand Prairie Gateway

Project, a new electric transmission line proposed for construction in Ogle,

DeKalb, Kane and DuPage counties.

Your input is an important part of the process to ensure our transmission

system meets our customers’ needs, and we want to discuss potential routes

for this new transmission line.

For more information or to learnmore about the project study area, please call

the project hotline at 1-877-279-4732 or visit ComEd.com/GrandPrairieGateway.

Public Open Houses

August 13, 2013 4 - 7p.m.

Calvary Lighthouse Church
14409 Hemstock Road
Rochelle, IL 61068

August 15, 2013 4 - 7p.m.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

August 14, 2013 4 - 7p.m.

South Elgin Lions Club
500 Fulton Street
South Elgin, IL 60177

8/9/13 8/9/13

Enjoy Lun
ch & Dinner on the Patio!

We’ve included a VIP
lounge, 27 TVs, 4

Hi-Def. 90” projection
TVs and a fantastic,
inviting bar. 16
draught beers are
offered. Daily food
& drink specials

Book your Fantasy Football Party
and receive a free platter!
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Hollywood studios haven’t
saidexactly when filmswill no
longer be distributed the old-
fashioned way, but many in
and around the movie busi-
ness believe it’s imminent.
John Vincent Jr., presi-

dent of the United Drive-
In Theatre Owners Associa-
tion, believes this will be the
last summer to be able to get
“substantially all” movies on
film.
“Hollywood has not been

very helpful in providing a
hard-core date,” said Vin-
cent, who operates a drive-in
in Cape Cod,Mass. “We’ve all
assumed this will be the last
summer for film, but nobody
has come out and said, ‘This
will be the drop dead date for
film.’”
He says one reason movie

houses are moving com-
pletely toward digital is
because it’s far more expen-
sive to produce 35 mm films.
“The economics of it are dis-
appearing pretty fast.”

The McHenry
When Dehn entered the

theater business in 2003, no
one was thinking digital, he
says. About five years later,
that attitude changed.
“It became apparent, this is

where it’s going,” Dehn said.
“Even then, no one knew
how quickly it would happen.
Would it catch on?”
But the prospect of rais-

ing $130,000 — the estimated
cost to buy a digital projector
and overhaul the projection
booth that hasn’t changed
much since the 1940s — has
been daunting.
Last fall, Dehn tried to

raise money via Kickstarter.
com, which allows organi-
zations to collect funds only
if an established goal is met.
Dehn set the goal at $100,000
but only received $36,000 in
pledges, so he didn’t collect
anymoney.
This year, Dehn is trying to

raise money through Indie-
gogo.com, which allows users

to keep any funds raised —
minus a fee charged to use
the website — even if the ulti-
mate goal isn’t achieved.
The McHenry theater, at

1510 Chapel Hill Road, has
also held special promotional
nights to try to get as many
people there as possible.
Last fall, the theater hosted a
“Back to the Future” weekend
— complete with an authen-
tic DeLorean car on display
courtesy of the Volo Auto
Museum — with proceeds
from ticket sales going to the
digital conversion fund.
Dehn has raised the

urgency of his “Drive to Stay
Alive” campaign by posting
fliers, sending Facebookmes-
sages and making speeches
before nightly double fea-
tures to get the word out.
“We made it a point this

year, that going into the sea-
son, it wasn’t just to entertain
everyone but also to educate
everyone,” Dehn said.
To date, the Indiegogo

campaign has brought in
about $2,600. Dehn didn’t
reveal how much the theater
has collected, other than to
say “we’ve got a long ways to
go.”
The good thing, he says, is

that the fundraising effort has

caught the attention of finan-
cial institutions and compa-
nies interested in helping.
Some are willing to donate
their time in kind, such as an
electrician who promised to
help install the digital projec-
tor and rewire the projection
booth.
“Itmaybe right nowdoesn’t

translate to money in the
bank, but there’s a lot of sup-
port I think that will translate
into this theater not closing,”
Dehn said.
A movie theater raising

money for a digital conver-
sion through public appeals
isn’t unprecedented.The Cat-
low Theater in Barrington
collected $100,000 in just
seven days last summer dur-
ing an online fundraiser that
enabled the 85-year-old the-
ater to purchase a digital
projector.

The Cascade
Jeff Kohlberg, owner of

the Cascade in West Chi-
cago, developed his love of
the drive-in at an early age as
well.
As a boy, he regularly went

to work with his dad, who
operated drive-ins in Illi-
nois, Wisconsin, Indiana and

Michigan.
Later, Jeff spent 27 years as

a union theater projectionist.
Today, he operates Cas-

cade, which has been open
since 1961, and the Keno
Drive-In in Pleasant Prairie,
Wis.
So far, he’s been able to pay

for the cost of a new digital
projector for Cascade, and he
is considering buying one for
Keno.
“I’ve been doing this since

I was 8 years old, so this is
worth it to me,” Kohlberg
said.
Before the new digital

equipment arrived for the
start of Cascade’s 2013 sea-
son, projectionists did what
they’ve always been doing at
the theater at 1100 E. North
Ave. They arrived hours
before show time to prepare
for that night’s double feature
by loading up large rotating
“platters” with 35 mm film
and then threading it through
one of two projectors.
Now, that equipment has

been removed and replaced
with a machine that operates
much like any modern day
computer. Kohlberg receives
an email containing files of
movies every week; he puts
those files on a USB key and

inserts that into the projector.
Movies have a limited play
time of about twoweeks.
Kohlberg pays a monthly

fee for being in the digital net-
work and has signed a yearly
contract for maintenance of
themachine.
“Sometimes old film would

break. Sometimes we’d have
trouble with a platter,” Kohl-
berg said. “We don’t have
that anymore. Now we just
press a button and the show
goes on.”
The picture is brighter and

clearer than the old system,
which didn’t have bulbs as
powerful, Kohlberg said.
The new system also works

with the theater’s old car
speakers, of which there are
about 1,000 scattered around
the 28-acre site. As before,

moviegoers also can listen on
a low FM radio frequency.

The future
There are 357 remaining

drive-in theaters nationwide,
according to the most recent
tally by the United Drive-In
Theatre Owners Association.
That’s down from some 4,000
drive-ins operating in the
1950s.
Vincent, the association’s

president, says the organi-
zation hasn’t yet tallied how
many drive-ins have con-
verted to digital, but from
what he’s seen anecdotally,
he’s “pleasantly surprised on
howmany have converted.”
“One owner said come hell

or highwater, hewasn’t going
to convert. And then I see
he’s converted,” Vincent said.
Kohlberg said he believes

half the remaining drive-
ins could close because they
can’t fund a conversion to
digital.
Dehn said the McHenry

theater has been able to
“skate by,” but he’s hope-
ful his fundraising efforts will
pay off.
“I do believe we’re gonna

have to make the change,”
Dehn said. “That ticking clock
— it’s gonna end eventually.”

Drive-in: Hollywood hasn’t set deadline for conversion
Continued from Page 1
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The McHenry Outdoor Theater has been open for 75 years, and its owner says he wants to en-
sure it stays open by converting to a digital projection system. A fundraising campaign is under
way.

The McHenry Outdoor Theater
Indiegogo fundraising page
was set to expire Saturday
at 2 a.m. But theater owner
Scott Dehn said those still
interested in contributing
to the theater’s “Drive to
Stay Alive” campaign could
visit the theater’s website,
goldenagecinemas.com.

Want to help?
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Wewant to talk with
you about a new
transmission line.
Please join us for an open house to discuss the Grand Prairie Gateway

Project, a new electric transmission line proposed for construction in Ogle,

DeKalb, Kane and DuPage counties.

Your input is an important part of the process to ensure our transmission

system meets our customers’ needs, and we want to discuss potential routes

for this new transmission line.

For more information or to learnmore about the project study area, please call

the project hotline at 1-877-279-4732 or visit ComEd.com/GrandPrairieGateway.
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