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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
A registered sex offender
recently released from jail
was charged Saturday with
murder in the death of
an 8-year-old Florida girl
abducted while shopping
with hermother.
Donald James Smith of

Jacksonville was taken into
custody after police cornered
his white van on Interstate 95,
said Mike Williams, director
of investigations at the Jack-
sonville Sheriff’s Office.
Authorities had put out an

Amber Alert with details of
Smith’s van early Saturday,
hours after receiving a 911
call from Charish Perriwin-
kle’s mother about the miss-
ing girl.
Prior to the alleged abduc-

tion Friday night, Smith, 56,
befriended Charish and her
mother at a dollar store, and
“offered to take them to Wal-
Mart and buy her family
some clothes,”Williams said.
“They appeared to be down

on their luck and he could
help them out.”

After spending a couple
hours inside the Wal-Mart
together, Smith offered to buy
hamburgers and walked with
Charish to the front of the
store,Williams said.
Instead of stopping to buy

the snack, Smith walked
Charish outside and the two
of them got into his van, Wil-
liams said.

The girl’s mother called
911 when she realized Char-
ish and Smith were missing.
An Amber Alert was issued,
and a tip about a suspicious
van spotted in the woods
near a church led investiga-
tors to Charish’s body Satur-
daymorning.
Meanwhile, an officer

working at the scene of a traf-
fic crash on Interstate 95 on
Saturdaymorning recognized
Smith’s van as it drove past
her and called it in.
The highway was shut

down while other offi-
cers pulled Smith over and
arrested him. He has not
cooperated with investiga-
tors, Williams said, and it
was not immediately known
whether he had an attorney.
Williams declined to

answer reporters’ questions
about how Charish died or
what Smith did in the hours
between his disappearance
with the girl and his arrest,
saying that the investigation
remains open.
Smith has been a registered

sex offender since a 1993 con-
viction in Duval County for
attempted kidnapping and
selling obscene materials.
He has been arrested sev-
eral times since then, most
recently in 2009 on a charge
of child abuse after making

obscene phone calls to a
10-year-old girl, making ver-
bal threats, and imperson-
ating a social worker with
the Florida Department of
Children and Families who
claimed to be investigating
the girl’s family.
Smith pleaded guilty to

misdemeanor charges in that
case and was released from
jail May 31.
Williams said Smith had

just met with police Fri-
day morning to comply with
a state law that requires
sex offenders to verify their
address once a year.
In a highly publicized case

in 2009, a 7-year-old north-
east Florida girl was abducted
while she walked home from
school. Police later found
Somer Thompson’s body
in a Georgia landfill. A man
who lived with his parents in
Somer’s Orange Park neigh-
borhood pleaded guilty in
2012 to kidnapping, rap-
ing and murdering the girl
and was sentenced to life in
prison.
Somer’s mother was

quoted byThe Florida Times-
Union as saying that she was
sickened by the news of Char-
ish’s abduction.
“Her (Charish’s mother)

nightmare has just begun,”
DienaThompson said.

Repeat offender charged
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Charish Perriwinkle, 8, was
abducted while shopping with
her mother. Authorities have
charged a Jacksonville man
with her murder.

Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A
Missouri woman and her
daughter confessed to fatally
poisoning two relatives with
antifreeze and attempting to
kill a third over a 14-month
period, according to court
documents.
Diane Staudte, 51, of

Springfield, was charged Fri-
day with two counts of first-
degree murder, one count
of first-degree assault and
one count of armed criminal
action. Her daughter, Rachel
Staudte, 22, was charged with
the same counts Saturday.
Bothwomenare jailedwith-

out bond. A spokeswoman
for the Greene County prose-
cutor’s office didn’t immedi-
ately return an email Saturday
from The Associated Press. It
wasn’t clear if the women had
attorneys.
Diane Staudte initially told

law enforcement that her
husband, Mark Staudte, 61,
hadn’t been feeling well and
suffered from seizures before
his April 2012 death, the prob-
able cause statement said.
And she said her son, Shawn
Staudte, 26, had been sick
with flu-like symptoms before
his death in September.
The medical examiner in

Greene County at first ruled
that the husband died of nat-
ural causes and the son as a
result of prior medical issues.
But an anonymous tip led
authorities to re-examine the
deaths earlier this month fol-
lowing the hospitalization of
Diane Staudte’s daughter,
24-year-old Sarah Staudte, the
statement said.
A detective wrote that a

nurse told him that although
Sarah Staudte’s condition
was potentially fatal, Diane
Staudte had visited only a cou-
ple times and not stayed long.
The nurse described Diane
Staudte’s actions as “inap-
propriate,” saying she joked
and laughed with hospital

personnel. The nurse also
told the detective that Diane
Staudte told her that she
planned to go on an upcom-
ing vacation to Florida regard-
less of her daughter’s status.
A doctor told the detective

that Sarah Staudte’s condi-
tionwas “very suspicious” and
said he suspected the young
womanhadbeenpoisoned.
Diane Staudte admitted

under questioning to poison-
ing her family by putting anti-
freeze in their soda and Gato-
rade over several days, the
statement said.
She told the detective

that she killed her husband
because she “hated him”
and her son because he was
“worse than a pest.” She said
she wanted to kill her daugh-
ter, Sarah, because the young
woman “would not get a job
and had student loans that
had to be paid,” the probable
cause statement said.
The Springfield News-

Leader, citing the probable
cause statement in Rachel
Staudte’s case, said Diane
Staudte originally told police
shewas the only one involved.
But the statement said that
whenRachel Staudtewas con-
fronted with evidence, she
admitted to taking part in the
deaths and assault.
During a subsequent

interview, Diane Staudte
then admitted that she and
Rachel Staudte had planned,
researched and committed
the crimes together.

Women charged
in antifreeze
poisoning deaths
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COLLEGE STATION, Texas
— Four workers were hurt,
three critically, after a barn
frame collapsed Saturday at
an $80 million Texas A&M
University equestrian com-
plex that’s under construction.
The collapse happened on

university property about a
mile from the main campus,
Texas A&M spokesman Lane
Stephenson said.
College Station and Bryan

fire departments, cam-
pus police and Texas A&M
emergency medical person-
nel all responded to the acci-
dent, which happened shortly
before 11 a.m. Saturday.
The accident involved an

approximately 300-foot barn,

according to the College Sta-
tion Fire Department. Twisted
metal beams could be seen
at the site, where ground was
broken last fall. The injured
workers were transported to
hospitals. Their names and
further details on their condi-
tions were not released. For
a time, emergency respond-
ers had to halt the search for
the four because of concerns
about another collapse.

Four workers hurt in
texas A&M accident
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The Texas A&M University equestrian center near College Sta-
tion, Texas, collapsed during construction Saturday.

Missouri woman, daughter confess to
killing two relatives, trying to kill a third

Police: Florida man
abducted, killed
8-year-old girl

Diane Staudte said she
wanted to kill her

daughter, Sarah, because
she “would not get a job
and had student loans
that had to be paid.”
Probable cause statement
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Wewant to talk with
you about a new
transmission line.
Please join us for an open house to discuss the Grand Prairie Gateway

Project, a new electric transmission line proposed for construction in Ogle,

DeKalb, Kane and DuPage Counties. Your input is an important part of the

process to ensure that our transmission systemmeets our customers’ needs.

Formore information or to learnmore about the project study area, please call

the project hotline at 1-877-279-4732 or visit ComEd.com/GrandPrairieGateway.

Public Open Houses

July 9, 2013 4 - 7 p.m.

Kings Elementary School

100 First Street

Kings, IL 61068

July 11, 2013 4 - 7p.m.

Sycamore Veterans Association

121 S. California Street

Sycamore, IL 60178

July 10, 2013 4 - 7p.m.

South Elgin Lions Club

500 Fulton Street

South Elgin, IL 60177
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NEW YORK — What’s new
this Fourth of July?
A happy face with a wink,

exploding over New York
City as part of Macy’s Fourth
of July Fireworks 2013 — the
nation’s biggest display.
That’s one of the spectacles

being prepared to light up the
sky on Thursday. Forty thou-
sand shells were being loaded
onto four barges in the city’s
Staten Island borough on Sat-
urday in preparation for the
massive display.
The exact location is kept

secret for security reasons.
The barges will sit on the

Hudson River for the show

to be seen by an estimated 3
million people watching live
in New York and New Jersey,
plus millions more on televi-
sion. Grammy-award winning
musician Usher has created
the soundtrack.
Show co-designer Gary

Souza said organizers have
scoured the world to find and
purchase the most original
new fireworks — from China
and Portugal to Spain, Malta
andBrazil.
The theme for this year’s

25-minute show is “It Begins
WithA Spark.”
The barges are to be set up

on the river between Man-
hattan’s West 24th and 42nd

streets, with fireworks shooting
about 1,000 feet into theair.
The plans began a year ago

in Rialto, Calif., where Souza
is part of the current genera-
tion of a family that runs Pyro
Spectaculars by Souza.
Sixty pyrotechnicians

worked on Staten Island all
weekend before the holiday to
prepare the high-tech digital
animation.
This year, two other novel-

ties will be a jellyfish discov-
ered in China that explodes
with a whistling sound, and
bursting butterflies.
From midtown Manhat-

tan, the Empire State Building
will play along, showing off its

recently upgraded LED light-
ing alongwith the fireworks.
Andy Lewis has been vol-

unteering for the fireworks for
the past 26 years.
“It’s the best show in the

world,” said the firefighter
from Las Vegas as he and the
rest of the crew sat in Staten
Island under a tent for lunch,
enjoying the view of the New
York City skyline across New
YorkHarbor.
The first explosions are

scheduled to go off at 9:25
p.m. onThursday.
And despite every possible

precaution taken to ensure
safety, “anything can hap-
pen,” said Souza.

Blazing happy face highlights Macy fireworks
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Mortars placed on a barge docked in the Staten Island borough
of New York are in front of the hazy lower Manhattan skyline
on Saturday.
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PORTLAND, Ore. —
Authorities searching for a
climber who has been miss-
ing on Mount Hood since last
weekend said Saturday that
they have spotted a body near
the top of a glacier.
Oregon Army National

Guard Blackhawk helicopter
crews made the discovery at
an altitude of about 8,400 feet,
the Clackamas County Sher-
iff’sOffice said in a statement.

The sheriff’s office said offi-
cials believe there’s a high
probability that the body
belongs to Kinley Adams, a
59-year-old Salemdentistwho
failed to return June 22 from a
climb on the west side of Ore-
gon’s tallestmountain.
The terrain is extremely dif-

ficult and authorities won’t be
able to reach the body on Sat-
urday. Recovery teams will
begin to try to reach the body
early today.

searchers looking for
Hood climber spot body
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An Oregon National Guard Chinook helicopter heads up to Or-
egon’s Mount Hood Friday in the search for 59-year-old Salem,
Ore., dentist Kinley Adams.

Associated Press

FORT PLAIN, N.Y. — Two
people were missing after
heavy rains inundated the
northeast and led to severe
flooding in some areas, offi-
cials said Saturday.
A woman in upstate New

York’s Mohawk Valley is
unaccounted for after her
mobile home was washed
away by rising waters Fri-
day in Fort Plain, Police Chief
Robert Thomas said. Officials
identified her as Ethel Healey.
In Pennsylvania, officials

said an 86-year-old Clinton
County man was swept into
a rain-swollen creek Thurs-
day while trying to retrieve
an ATV. State police did not
release theman’s name.
Clinton County Director

of Emergency Services Kevin
Fanning said 18 homes had
been damaged by flooding
after one part of the county
received about 7 inches of
rain in an hour Thursday
night. The flooding damaged
more than 30 miles of roads
— not including some state
routes repaired immediately
under an emergency order —
but remained passable.
“Travel at your own risk,”

he warned.
A number of communities

in the northeast experienced
flash flooding as a result of
heavy rain Thursday and
Friday.
More was expected in

some areas Saturday, includ-
ing northern Vermont, where
the National Weather Service
posted a flash flood warning
for the Burlington area.
In upstate New York, the

storms caused the Mohawk
River and other waterways to
overflow. At Little Falls, the
river reached more than 3
feet above flood stage late Fri-
day morning before receding,
the National Weather Service
said.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo

toured areas damaged
by flooding Saturday and
said a disaster declaration
would remain in effect for 15

counties. “We think the worst
is behind us for now,” Cuomo
said at a briefing inHerkimer.
Cuomo said homeowners

whose property was damaged
should be eligible for assis-
tance from the Federal Emer-
gencyManagement Agency.
“It’s traumatic to say the

least to see your whole life
turned upside down literally
in a matter of minutes,” he
said.

two missing after east storms
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Dave Pearo takes water out of his boots Friday at his home by the Onieda River, in Oneida, N.Y.
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