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Development of Potential Route Corridors 
 
Continuing on from initial data gathering, the environmental opportunities and sensitivities 
were mapped.  Figure 5 provides a representative example of the overlay of opportunities and 
sensitivities within the Project area. 
 
Figure 5. Composite Opportunities and Sensitivities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opportunities are reflected in green on the figure above.  Sensitivities are mapped in orange.  
Areas constrained or having a higher density of sensitivities are clearly distinguishable even with 
a cursory review of the map. 
 
Linear opportunities that conflicted with the intended directional orientation of the Project 
(generally west-east) were removed from consideration without further study.  Opportunities 
located in highly constrained areas were also removed from consideration. Where the removal 
of opportunities resulted in some remaining opportunities having no connectivity to others, 
these opportunities were also removed from consideration. Figure 6 depicts the remaining 
opportunities. 
 
Figure 6. Remaining Opportunities 
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Data layers pertaining to the environmental sensitivities were then intersected with study 
corridors associated with the remaining opportunities, namely predominant opportunities, to 
generate quantitative values of occurrence.  The study area was divided into four quadrants.  
Each quadrant exhibited a single directional orientation and either an equivalent length of 
opportunities, or the general convergence of opportunities in a common area.  Predominant 
opportunities within these quadrants were then identified, as shown in Figure 7 below.  
Predominant opportunities comprised a single linear feature or a combination of linear features 
that extended in a mostly straight, directional path across a portion of the study area.  With 
respect to the values of occurrence, a greater occurrence implied a greater potential for impact.  
However, the phrase ‘potential for impact’ does not necessarily imply that an impact will, in 
fact, occur, nor does the term ‘impact’ necessarily imply an adverse effect. Opportunities having 
a lesser associated occurrence of sensitivities were carried forward as potential route corridors.  
 
Figure 7. Predominant Opportunities Remaining 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The more prevalent environmental routing considerations for the western and central portions 
of the Project study area mostly included the potential for impact to existing, dispersed rural 
residential uses and agricultural related considerations, given the higher occurrence of these 
uses or features in this portion of the study area.  County forest preserves were a more 
prevalent environmental routing consideration for the central and eastern portions of the study 
area.  Other prevalent environmental routing considerations associated with the eastern portion 
of the study area included the potential for impact to existing residential uses, density of 
existing land development in general, the potential for impact to proposed residential and non-
residential uses, and the crossing of the Fox River.   
 
Specific to the Burlington area, the Village of Burlington had identified—in coordination with 
ComEd—a potential route corridor south of the Village.  While this corridor would prevent 
ComEd from making use of existing property rights along a railroad corridor through the Village, 
it would provide for a lower potential for impact, all things considered. The Village also 
identified that it would work with developers who may have development prospects along this 
route corridor to be sure that should a route be approved in this area, its location would be 
factored into any future development plans. 
 
Planning for the future is typically a component of large infrastructure projects as the land uses 
across which these types of projects are developed are continuously changing. ComEd, like 
other regulated utilities, is required to sustain reliable service to its customers despite these 
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