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Delivering sustainable solutions in a more competitive world 
 

Ms. Donell (Doni) Murphy is a Partner and Certified Project 
Manager with more than 13 years of experience. Located in 
ERM’s Rolling Meadows, Illinois office, Ms. Murphy 
specializes in linear corridor and right-of-way assessment, 
siting, state licensing, permitting, and acquisition; 
stakeholder engagement and public involvement; NEPA or 
NEPA-equivalent compliance; environmental access 
planning; environmental mitigation planning; and 
environmental monitoring and compliance during 
construction. has more than 13 years of experience and has 
managed or assisted in the routing and permitting of almost 
2,000 miles of linear electric or gas transmission facilities. 
Specific pipeline examples include multiple power 
generation projects involving new gas and electric ancillary 
facilities (Blythe, Summit Westward, Wellton Mohawk), 
new facility siting/licensing in Illinois, multiple pipe release 
projects and planning public scoping. Projects vary in size, 
geography and complexity, though all are common with 
regard to conceptual approach and public scrutiny. Ms. 
Murphy is regularly called upon by utilities and non-utility 
developers alike to assist in the development of capital 
project costs, risk assessment and identification of strategies 
aimed at mitigating risks.  
 
Ms. Murphy has also managed due diligence reviews, 
critical issues assessments, and environmental assessments 
of more than 30 wind development projects throughout the 
U.S. Other renewable energy project experience includes the 
preliminary siting and development of a strategic 
permitting plan for a large-scale solar generation project 
(900 MW) in the southwestern U.S.  
 

Professional Affiliations and Registrations 

 Society of American Foresters 

Fields of Competence 
 Feasibility and siting studies 
 Stakeholder engagement and public involvement 
 Environmental impact assessments 
 NEPA compliance 
 Federal, state, and local permitting 
 Ecological, social, and cultural resource studies 
 Expert witness testimony  

Education 

 B.S., Forest Biology, Colorado State University 
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Key Projects 
 
Ameren Transmission, Illinois Rivers Project (2012-
current) 
Ms. Murphy is serving as the Partner-in-Charge, Program 
Manager and Expert Witness for a 400-mile 345 kV 
transmission line that originates in Missouri, extends across 
Illinois, and terminates in Indiana.  ERM is providing the 
following scope of services:  siting/routing studies; 
stakeholder engagement and public involvement; field 
studies and surveys; agency coordination and consultation; 
state licensing; permitting; and land and easement 
acquisition management and oversight. 
 
Ameren Illinois, Mapleridge to Fargo Project (2012-
current) 
Ms. Murphy is serving as the Partner-in-Charge and Expert 
Witness for a 20-mile 345 kV transmission line in Illinois. 
ERM is providing the following scope of services:  
siting/routing studies; stakeholder engagement and public 
involvement; field studies; agency coordination and 
consultation; and state licensing. 
 
CapX2020, Xcel Energy, Big Stone to Brookings County 
South Project (2011-current) 
Ms. Murphy is serving as the Partner-in-Charge and Expert 
Witness for a 70-mile 345 kV electric transmission line in 
eastern South Dakota.  ERM is providing the following 
scope of services:  siting/routing studies; stakeholder 
engagement and public involvement; field studies and 
surveys; agency coordination and consultation; state 
licensing; and permitting. 
 
Northern Indiana Public Service Company Reynolds-
Topeka 345 kV Project (2012-current) 
Ms. Murphy is serving as the Partner-in-Charge for a 100-
mile 345 kV electric transmission  line. ERM is assisting in 
the management and oversight of the right-of-way 
acquisition component of the project. 
 
CapX2020, Xcel Energy, Fargo to Monticello Project (2006-
current) 
Ms. Murphy is serving as the Partner-in-Charge for a 210-
mile 345 kV electric transmission line. ERM is supporting 
siting/routing studies; stakeholder engagement and public 
involvement; field studies and surveys; agency coordination 
and consultation; state licensing; and permitting. Early 
phases of the project involved strategic planning and 
regulatory assessment aimed at evaluating potential NEPA 
triggers. To date, no federal undertaking requiring an 
additional environmental review in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act has been identified for 
the project. 
 

ComEd, Northwest Reliability Project (2005-2007) 
Ms. Murphy served as the Project Manager and Expert 
Witness for a 12-mile 138 kV electric transmission line. The 
project involved siting/routing studies, stakeholder 
engagement and public involvement, field studies, agency 
coordination and consultation, state licensing, 
expert witness testimony, field surveys, and permitting. 
 
American Transmission Company, Gardner Park to 
Central Wisconsin and Morgan to Werner West Projects 
(2004-2007) 
Ms. Murphy served as the Project Manager for a 150-mile 
345 and 138 kV electric transmission Line. The project 
involved siting/routing studies, public involvement, state 
licensing and environmental access planning for 
construction. 
 
SRP, Palo Verde to Pinal West and Pinal West to Southeast 
Valley Projects (2000-2004) 
Ms. Murphy assisted in managing a 150-mile 500 kV electric 
transmission line. The project involved siting/routing 
studies, stakeholder engagement and public involvement, 
field studies, permitting, tribal and agency consultations, 
and state licensing.  
 
San Diego Gas & Electric, Sunrise Power Link Project 
(2006-2009) 
Ms. Murphy assisted in managing the routing, stakeholder 
engagement/public involvement, field studies, agency 
consultation and estimating of environmental mitigation 
costs for a 150-mile 500/230 kV electric transmission line.  
 
Southern California Edison, Tehachapi Renewable 
Transmission Project (Segments 1 and 2) (2009-2010) 
Ms. Murphy managed access road planning and design, 
field studies, and pre-construction state and local permitting 
for 60-miles of a new 500 kV electric transmission line. 
 
Confidential Feasibility Study (2011) 
Ms. Murphy served as the Project Manager for a 
comprehensive study of a 500-mile 500 kV electric 
transmission line. The study involved routing/siting, 
strategic permitting plan development, environmental 
mitigation planning, and estimation of capital cost 
expenditures for permitting, environmental mitigation and 
land/right-of-way acquisition. 
 
Ameren Illinois, Brokaw to South Bloomington, Latham to 
Oreana, Bondville to Southwest Campus Projects (2008-
2011) 
Ms. Murphy served as the overall Program Manager and 
Expert Witness for two 345 and one 138 kV electric 
transmission line projects. The projects involved 
siting/routing studies, stakeholder engagement and public 
involvement, field studies and state licensing. 
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