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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 

 

Illinois Commerce Commission 

On Its Own Motion 

 

Investigation of Applicability of Sections  

16-122 and 16-108.6 of the Public Utilities 

Act 

) 

) 

) 

)            ICC Docket No. 13-0506 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

SURREPLY COMMENTS 

OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & POLICY CENTER 

 

I. Identification of Peak Time Rebate and Net Metering Customers 

 

ELPC has a strong interest in this docket to ensure that net metering customers can be 

identified during the municipal aggregation process in order to provide a smooth and seamless 

transition for those customers and avoid any disruption in service or loss of net metering billing 

credits. Accordingly, ELPC supports the position taken by Staff that electric utilities should not 

be barred from identifying whether a customer is a participant in the utility’s Peak Time Rebate 

(PTR) or Net Metering program. (Staff Reply at 6.) Staff points out that RESs in the possession 

of a customer account number are currently able to check whether a customer is on the utility’s 

space heat rate, whether a small commercial retail customer consumers less than 15,000 kWh 

annually, whether a customer lives in a single family or multi-family home, and so on. (Id.) 

There should be no difference with respect to identifying whether a customer is a participant in a 

PTR or net metering program. It should be noted that the simple step of identifying whether a 

customer is a participant in PTR or Net Metering says nothing at all about the customer’s actual 

billing, usage, or load shape data and therefore is not within the scope of protected information 

under Sections 16-122(c) or 16-108.6(d). In any event, in case there is any question on this point, 

ELPC agrees with Staff that possession of a customer’s account number should be considered 
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customer consent to receive information about the customer’s status as a net metering or PTR 

customer. (Staff Reply Comments at 6.) It appears that ComEd, Ameren and ICEA all support 

Staff’s position on this issue. (ComEd Reply Comments at 3; Ameren Reply Comments at 2-3; 

ICEA Reply Comments at 4.) 

II. Release of Anonymous Customer Usage Information 

  

It appears that all parties are in agreement that electric utilities should be able to share 

individual customer data when it is sufficiently anonymized and stripped of detail such that the 

data cannot be reasonably linked back to any individual customer. The only question appears to 

be the particular method or methods to be used in “anonymizing” or “de-identifying” the data.  

ELPC appreciates the detailed Reply Comments provided on this topic by the City of Chicago. 

The City points out that “aggregating” data from a number of individual customers is one way to 

get to anonymous data, but there are other ways to anonymize data without aggregating data. 

(City Reply Comments at 8.) CNT similarly points out that new methods of data encryption may 

also be used to strip datasets of any personal information. (CNT Reply at 13.) 

ELPC agrees with the City and CNT’s recommendations that the Commission avoid 

picking one single method for “anonymizing” data and instead clarify that utilities may share 

data broadly so long as customer identities and billing data are not revealed. (City Reply at 22; 

CNT Reply at 13.) Once data is sufficiently “anonymized” there should be no further 

requirement that the geographic area in which the customer resides contain any particular 

number of customers. (City Reply at 22.) However, if the Commission finds that any geographic 

restriction is necessary, ELPC agrees with the City that data should be considered sufficiently 

anonymized when the customer to whom the data relates resides in a given geographic area with 

at least three other members of the same delivery class. (City Reply at 23.)  
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Dated: November 19, 2013 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

        

Bradley D. Klein 

Senior Attorney 

Environmental Law & Policy Center 

35 East Wacker Drive, Suite 1600 

Chicago, IL 60601 

T: (312) 795-3746 

F: (312) 795-3730 

bklein@elpc.org 
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