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VERIFIED PETITION 

 Liberty Utilities (Midstates Natural Gas) Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities (“Liberty 

Midstates” or the “Company”) hereby respectfully submits this verified petition to the 

Illinois Commerce Commission pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code § 285.140 for waiver of 

certain provisions of the standard information requirements applicable to public utilities 

filing for an increase in rates. In support of its petition, Liberty Midstates states as 

follows: 

1. Liberty Midstates is a corporation duly organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of Missouri. Liberty Midstates is a public utility within the meaning of 

the Public Utilities Act. Liberty Midstates is engaged in the business of distributing and 

selling natural gas in Illinois as well as in the States of Iowa and Missouri. Liberty 

Midstates provides natural gas in Illinois to approximately 24,000 customers. 

2. Liberty Midstates plans to file revised tariff sheets proposing a general 

increase in rates (the “Rate Case”). 



3. Liberty Midstates began operating as a public utility on August 1, 2012.1 

Certain Part 285 provisions require information from time periods that predate Liberty 

Midstates’ operations as a public utility. Accordingly, Liberty Midstates hereby seeks a 

waiver of the provisions of Part 285 that would require it to provide data for time periods 

prior to August 1, 2012. 2 These provisions include: 

a. Part 285.2020 Schedule B3  

b. Part 285.2030 Schedule B-5 

c. Part 285.2035 Schedule B-6 

d. Part 285.2065 Schedule B-7.2 

e. Part 285.2075  Schedule B-8.1 

f. Part 285.2105 Schedule B-12 

g. Part 285.2110 Schedule B-13 

h. Part 285.2115 Schedule B-14 

i. Part 285.3000(e) 

j. Part 285.4070 Schedule D-7 

k. Part 285.7005 Schedule G-1 

l. Part 285.7045 Schedule G-8 

m. Part 285.7050 Schedule G-9 

n. Part 285.7055 Schedule G-10 

1 See Atmos Energy Corporation and Liberty Energy (Midstates) Corp., Docket No. 11-0559 
(Order, June 27, 2012) (approving asset purchase).   

2 Arguably, Liberty Midstates may literally comply with, and not require a waiver of, 
these Part 285 requirements by providing schedules that contain, for example, zero 
balances or line items for those periods. However, based on discussions with Staff, 
Liberty Midstates believes that requesting a waiver is a preferable approach. 

                                                            



o. Part 285.7060 Schedule G-11 

p. Part 285.7065 Schedule G-12 

q. Part 285.7070 Schedule G-13 

r. Part 285.7075 

4. Liberty Midstates will provide information for all of the provisions listed in 

paragraph 3 above for the test year and preceding years occurring after August 1, 2012.  

However, as mentioned above, the information for these requirements prior to August 1, 

2012 is not available to Liberty Midstates because the Company was not yet operating. 

Liberty Midstates will comply with all other Part 285 requirements, allowing the 

Commission the opportunity to review the Rate Case in a complete and timely manner.  

5. In addition, the data as to which a waiver is requested is not particularly 

relevant for review of the Rate Case because it would either contain no useful 

information (if zero line items/balances were provided) or would theoretically contain 

information regarding the prior operator’s costs and operations, which are not relevant 

for a review of Liberty Midstates’ costs and operations as they relate to the Rate Case. 

6. A waiver is also appropriate because the information that is the subject of 

the waiver request is not maintained by the utility and is not available to the utility from 

the information maintained by the utility. This is because it predates the utility’s 

existence. Likewise the expense to the utility in providing the information cannot be 

readily calculated—it simply does not have the information. 

7. Liberty Midstates additionally requests a waiver of Part 285.7010(a). This 

part requires that “a statement from an independent certified public accountant that the 

preparation and presentation of the applicable schedules comply with the Guide for 



Prospective Financial Information as of April 1, 1999 (copyright 1999) by the American 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants (1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York NY 

10036-8775). No later amendment or edition is included in this incorporation.”3 

8. On November 1, 2012, the American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants (“AICPA”) issued a revised guide for Prospective Financial Information. 

(“Revised AICPA Guide”) to incorporate certain conforming changes necessary due to 

the issuance of authoritative pronouncements since the previous edition of the AICPA 

guide was issued in 1999 (“1999 AICPA Guide"). The Revised Guide is the current 

version of the guide. 

9. Section 285.7010(a) requires use of the 1999 AICPA Guide, which is now 

out of date because of the issuance of the Revised AICPA Guide. The Commission 

should grant a waiver of Section 285.7010(a) so that Liberty Midstates’ independent 

certified public accountants may use the most up-to-date version of the AICPA guide. 

The Commission has granted similar requests in Dockets 12-0446 and 10-0107.4 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons described herein Liberty Midstates respectfully 

requests that the Illinois Commerce Commission issue an order approving Liberty 

Midstates’ request for waivers. 

  

3 83 Ill. Adm. Code 285.7010(a). 

4 See Peoples Gas Light and Coke Co., Docket 12-0446(Order, Sept. 6, 2012); Aqua Illinois 
Co., Docket No. 10-0107 (Order, Feb. 24, 2010). 

                                                            






