
 

 
 

NOTES OF MEETING BETWEEN IL DNR STAFF AND ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE 

PROJECT TEAM MEMBERS, OCTOBER 26, 2013 

ATTENDEES 

Matthew Koch – HDR 
Hans Detweiler – Clean Line 
Jason Thomas – Clean Line 
Mike Thomson – Clean Line 
Todd Rettig – IL DNR, Director 
Karen Miller – IL DNR, Impact Assessment Section Manager 
Rick Pietruszka – IL DNR, Consultation Program Manager 

MEETING MATERIALS 

 Preferred Route Mapbook 

TOPICS DISCUSSED 

 Clean Line provided a brief overview and update of the project, in particular the status of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission CPCN process and the project schedule. 

 The group went through the remaining areas of concerns that Mr. Pietruszka email to Matt on August 
19, 2013.   

 DNR’s remaining concerns are related to forest fragmentation in areas where the Preferred Route will 
bisect forested areas. 

 The project team reiterated the reasons that the Preferred Route bisects the forest areas is that the 
project team sought to minimize overall impacts to all of the routing criteria during the routing process. 
In particular, the project team sought to maximize the distance from residences.  

 Clean Line staff asked for clarification for whether the DNR’s fragmentation concern was related to 
protected species, or if it was just related to forest fragmentation alone. DNR stated that they have no 
concerns related to protected species, they are simply providing their opinion on the project’s impact to 
natural resources, whether under their jurisdiction or not. DNR stated that they are tasked with 
providing information to decision makers in this situation, not making a permitting decision. 

 DNR acknowledged that although they have concerns about forest fragmentation, that is their only 
concern, and for the project to avoid protected species for a 120 mile project was a good 
accomplishment. 

 DNR stated that they will provide a consultation conclusion letter to Clean Line that will summarize 
their review. The letter will:  

o Note that DNR has no remaining concerns regarding threatened and endangered species; 
o Note that DNR does have remaining concerns about forest fragmentation, and will suggest that 

Clean Line continue to study potential ways to minimize and mitigate such fragmentation, 
where feasible. 

ACTION ITEMS 

 DNR to send a consultation conclusion letter to Clean Line per above.   
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