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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION ) 
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       ) 
Adoption of 83 Ill. Admin. Code 556  ) 

 
REPLY BRIEF ON EXCEPTIONS OF AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY 

  
 COMES NOW Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“Ameren Illinois” or 

“the Company”), by and through counsel, and, pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 200.830,   

respectfully submits its Reply Brief on Exceptions to the Administrative Law Judge's Proposed 

Order (“the Proposed Order”) issued in Docket No. 13-0458 on October 3, 2013. 

Response to Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company 

1. Exception No. 3 

Ameren Illinois opposes the alternative language contained in Peoples Gas Light and 

Coke Company (“Peoples”) Exception No. 3.   Peoples explains that its primary motivation for 

proposing exception language is to avoid confusion with reporting requirements contained in 220 

ILCS 5/5-511. (Peoples' BOE, p. 3-4) AIC does not believe that any confusion would occur 

because this instant proceeding pertains to the adoption of rules governing a tariff implemented 

pursuant to 220 ILCS 5/9-220.3, which is entitled “QUALIFYING INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLANT SURCHARGE.”    Thus, by its own description the proposed rule does not apply to 

language contained in other statutes.   The terms “conductive electronic” adds appropriate and 

needed clarification to the rule, as the descriptor refers to the common industry method used to 

locate pipe.  (Ameren Illinois, Comments, p.   4)   



Ameren Illinois has no objection to People's primary language offered in Exception No. 

3, which merely clarifies that the rule does not apply to 220 ILCS 5/5-511.   

2. Exception No. 4 

The ALJPO correctly defines the terms "reconciliation year" in a manner consistent with 

the applicable statutory provisions contained in 220 ILCS 5/9-220.3.   AIC opposes Peoples' 

Exception No. 4 because the changes would impose a burden on the petitioning utility to match 

reconciliation data to costs incurred right up to the month of  February, which is just prior to the 

filing date in March.   (See Ameren Illinois Reply Comments, p. 6-7).   The language offered by 

Peoples also appears at odds with the enabling legislation by identifying a March through 

February annual period rather than a calendar year.  The enabling statute itself refers to the 

"calendar year," as follows: 

For each calendar year in which a surcharge tariff is in effect, the 
natural gas utility shall file a petition with the Commission to 
initiate hearings to reconcile amounts billed under each surcharge 
authorized pursuant to this Section with the actual prudently 
incurred costs recoverable under this tariff in the preceding year.  
220 ILCS 9/9-220.3. 
 

 To the extent that the Commission does agree to permit a reconciliation period that runs 

between March and February, Ameren Illinois believes this should be an option for inclusion in 

utility specific tariffs, but not a requirement.  Part 556 should not restrict a utility from using a 

calendar year period as traditionally defined. 

WHEREFORE, Ameren Illinois Company respectfully submits this Reply Brief on 

Exceptions and requests relief consistent with the exceptions expressed herein. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Matthew R. Tomc, Counsel for Ameren Illinois Company, hereby certify that a copy of 

the foregoing Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois' Brief on Exceptions to the 

Administrative Law Judge's Proposed Order was filed on the Illinois Commerce Commission’s 

e-Docket and was served electronically to all parties of record in Docket No. 13-0458, on this 

16th day of October, 2013. 
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