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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 

 
VODAFONE GLOBAL ENTERPRISE INC.  : 

       : 

Application for a certificate of   : 

Interexchange Authority to operate as a : 

reseller of telecommunications services  : 

throughout the State of Illinois.  : 

 

     Docket No. ________________________ 

 

 

 MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER 

Introduction 

 Vodafone Global Enterprise Inc. (“VGEI” or “Applicant”), by its representatives and 

pursuant to Section 200.430 of the Illinois Administrative Code, 83 ILL. ADMIN. CODE § 

200.430, hereby files this Motion for Protective Order (“Motion”) in the above-captioned 

proceeding and submits a proposed draft order.  By this Motion, the Applicant seeks confidential 

treatment by the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”), pursuant to a Protective 

Order, of certain commercially-sensitive financial information attached as EXHIBIT D-2 AND 

EXHIBIT F to its Application for a Certificate of Interexchange Authority to Operate as a 

Reseller of  Telecommunications Services throughout the State of Illinois (“Application”).  

Because this Motion is an inseparable part of VGEI’s Application, it is being filed concurrently 

therewith.  

 In support of this Motion, the Applicant provides the following: 

 1. The exact legal name and address of the Applicant: 

  Vodafone Global Enterprise Inc. 

  560 Lexington Avenue, 9
th

 Floor 

  New York, NY   10022 
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 2. Correspondence or communications regarding this Motion should be addressed to: 

 Winafred Brantl 

 Kelley Drye & Warren, LLP 

 3050 K Street, NW    

 Suite 400 

 Washington, DC   20007 

 Tel:  (202) 342-8819 

 Fax: (202) 342-8451 

 Email:  wbrantl@kelleydrye.com  

      
I.  Description of Confidential Information. 

 

 3. VGEI is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Vodafone Group PLC (“Vodafone”), a British 

multinational telecommunications company based in London.   The Company’s Application requires 

VGEI to document its financial resources and ability to deliver the proposed services and provide 

other sensitive financial information.  In conformity with this requirement, the Applicant submits, as 

EXHIBIT D-2 AND EXHIBIT F to the Application, VGEI’s internal unaudited financial statements, its 

chart of accounts, and accounts that provide data for the preparation of Illinois Gross Receipts Tax 

returns.    This material, provided solely for the purpose of review within this proceeding,  contains 

highly confidential and strictly proprietary information, the public disclosure of which may result in 

direct, immediate and substantial harm to the competitive position of the Applicant in Illinois and 

elsewhere.  

II.  Grounds for Claim of Confidential Treatment Pursuant to Protective Order. 

 4. Although VGEI’s ultimate parent is publicly traded, VGEI and its immediate 

parent, Vodafone Global Enterprise Ltd. are privately-held  companies.  Neither of these 

companies is required to publicly disclose its financial information.  As such, the financial 

statements attached as EXHIBIT D-2 AND EXHIBIT F  to VGEI’s Application are not readily 

available to persons external to the Applicant.  

mailto:wbrantl@kelleydrye.com
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 5. Because the financial statements and information submitted by VGEI in support 

of its Application contain confidential and commercially-sensitive information from which its 

competitors may derive economic value, the Applicant seeks to protect such material from public 

disclosure.  VGEI derives independent economic value from the fact that significant, detailed 

and proprietary information regarding its financial structure and financing support is unknown to 

its competitors.  Consequently, the disclosure of this information could provide an unfair and 

undeserved competitive advantage to existing and potential competitors, including incumbent, 

competitive and independent local exchange carriers as well as interexchange carriers both in 

Illinois and in other states in which the Applicant provides or intends to provide 

telecommunications service.  Indeed, disclosure of this material to any other party with which 

Applicant or its Affiliates engage, currently or in future, on commercial matters, could 

injuriously and unnecessarily disadvantage Applicant.  The sole purpose for which these 

materials are provided – to make a determination as to Applicant’s financial qualifications for the 

requested grant of authority – does not require nor does it justify such harm.  

Conclusion 

 6. The financial information included in support of VGEI’s Application, for which 

confidential treatment pursuant to a Protective Order is sought, is both proprietary and 

competitively sensitive.  The substantial and direct harm that could be caused to the Applicant as 

a result of any disclosure is real and not speculative.  Moreover, to date, no other jurisdiction or 

governmental agency has required the Applicant to make this information available to the public.  

For all of these reasons, the materials submitted as EXHIBIT D-2 AND EXHIBIT F to VGEI’s 

Application should be protected from public disclosure for a period of five years pursuant to 83 
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ILL. ADMIN. CODE § 200.430(b) by a Protective Order of the Commission, consistent with the 

appended draft. 

 WHEREFORE, Vodafone Global Enterprise Inc.  respectfully requests that the Illinois 

Commerce Commission grant this Motion and adopt the proposed Protective Order with respect 

to the financial statements and chart of accounts submitted as EXHIBIT D-2 AND EXHIBIT F to its 

Application for a Certificate of Interexchange Authority to Operate as a Reseller of  

Telecommunications Services in the State of Illinois, and filed under seal in this proceeding. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

    VODAFONE GLOBAL ENTERPRISE INC. 

       

 

    By:       

     Winafred Brantl 

     KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP 

     3050 K Street, NW 

     Suite 400 

     Washington, DC   20007 

Dated:  October 8, 2013   Its Attorney 
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PROTECTIVE ORDER 

 

It is ordered that:  

 
1. The financial information submitted as Exhibit D-2 and Exhibit F to the above-

captioned Application by Vodafone Global Enterprise Inc. (“VGEI” or “Applicant”) for a 

certificate of Interexchange Authority to operate as a reseller of telecommunications 

services throughout the State of Illinois (and marked in a separate envelope marked 

Proprietary and Confidential) shall be “Designated Confidential Information" for 

purposes of this Order. Until such time as this Order is modified, access to such 

Designated Confidential Information shall be limited to the persons identified in 

Paragraph 4 below.  In submitting any information to the Commission, the Applicant 

shall identify any confidential information as Designated Confidential Information and 

mark it as “Proprietary and Confidential.” Any such information which is so identified 

shall be treated as Designated Confidential Information, unless otherwise ordered. 

 

2. All Designated Confidential Information shall, unless removed from the coverage 

of the Order as provided in paragraph 3 below, be and remain confidential for a period of 

five years.  Such Designated Confidential Information shall neither be used nor disclosed 

for any purpose other than the purposes of review and inspection by the persons 

identified in Paragraph 4, below, and then solely in accordance with this Order.  No 

person to whom access to Designated Confidential Information is accorded, pursuant to 

Paragraph 4 of this Order shall disclose or reveal, directly or indirectly, the content of the 

Designated Confidential Information to others except as provided in Paragraph 4. 

 

3. A person may challenge designation of such documents or other information as 

confidential by motion to the Commission and upon reasonable prior notice to the 

Applicant and an opportunity for hearing.  In considering such motion, the usual burdens 

of proof and production shall apply and no additional presumption shall be given as a 

result of the prior designation of material as Confidential Information.  Upon the entry to 

an order granting such a motion, the provisions and restrictions of this Order shall cease 

to bind any party or other person with respect to such documents or information as the 

Order granting the motion shall expressly and clearly remove from the coverage of this 

Order. 

 



 

4. Unless the Order is modified, access to Designated Confidential Information shall 

be limited to the Commission’s members and Staff, for the sole purpose of review within 

this proceeding, and the Applicant. 

 

5. No copies of Designated Confidential Information shall be circulated to persons 

other than those persons who are authorized under Paragraph 4 of this Order to obtain 

Designated  Confidential Information.  Persons authorized under Paragraph 4 may take 

such notes with regard to the Designated Confidential Information as may be necessary.  

Such notes shall also be treated as Designated Confidential Information. 

 

6. The restrictions upon, and obligations accruing to, persons who become subject to 

this Order shall not apply to any Designated Confidential Information, if the Commission 

rules, after reasonable notice and hearing, that such Designated Confidential Information 

was publicly known at the time it was furnished or has since become publicly known 

through no fault of the receiving party. 

 

7.     Any Designated Confidential Information shall remain in the possession of the 

Commission, under seal, and subject to the protective requirements of this Order, unless 

the Commission or its authorized presiding officer shall otherwise order.  The Designated 

Confidential Information shall be maintained by the Commission under seal and 

segregated from the public files of the Commission, including segregation from the 

Annual Reports of Telephone Companies, for a period of five years.  

 

8. The Commission may draw upon all Designated Confidential Information in 

performance of its duties, but the Commission will avoid public disclosure of any 

Designated Confidential Information. 

 

9. That this Order may be modified on motion of any person or on the Commission's 

own motion upon reasonable prior notice and an opportunity for hearing. 

 
 
Dated this      of October, 2013. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

________________________________       

  


