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SUBJECT: Staff recommends that the Commission initiate a 
rulemaking to amend 83 Ill. Adm. Code 710, "Uniform 
System of Accounts for Telecommunications Carriers" 
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rn Background 

Public Act 98-0045 was signed into law and took effect on June 28, 2013. 
Among other things, P.A 98-0045 amended several provisions of Article XIII 
(Telecommunications) of the Public Utilities Act (PUA). As a result, a number of 
the Commission's telecommunications-related rules require various revisions to 
accord with the recent changes to the PUA 

Among other changes, P.A 98-0045 amended PUA Section 13-101 to read, in 
pertinent part: 

*** Section 5-109 shall apply to the services of an Electing Provider 
and to competitive telecommunications rates and services only to 
the extent that the Commission requires annual reports authorized 
by Section 5-109, provided the telecommunications provider may 
use generally accepted accounting practices or accounting systems 
it uses for financial reporting purposes in the annual report[.] 

Thus, electing providers and providers offering solely competitive 
telecommunications services will file annual reports only when required to do so 
by the Commission pursuant to its authority under PUA Section 5-109. • 
Moreover, electing providers and providers that offer solely competitive 
telecommunications services may utilize generally accepted accounting practices 
when submitting such reports. 

Proposed Revisions to Part 710 

Part 710 sets forth the uniform system of accounts to be used by 
telecommunications carriers in the submission of annual financial reports. Part 
710 requires revision to reflect the 2013 amendments to Section 13-101 of the 
PUA 

• It is Staff's expectation that the Commission will continue to require that electing 
providers and providers that offer solely competitive telecommunications services submit 
annual financial reports. 
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. Section 710.1 of the rules adopts the federal (i.e., Federal Communications 
Commission) uniform system of accounts for telecommunications carriers by 
reference. Section 710.1 currently reads as follows: 

Section 710.1 Adoption of 47 CFR 32 by Reference 

The Illinois Commerce Commission (Commission) adopts 47 CFR 
32, as of March 2, 2005, as its uniform system of accounts for 
telecommunications carriers, as defined in Section 13-202 of the 
Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/13-202], subject to the exceptions 
set forth in this Part. No incorporation in this Part includes any later 
amendment or edition. 

Staff proposes that Section 710.1 of the rules be revised to reflect the 2013 
amendments to PUA Section 13-101. Specifically, Staff proposes that Section 
710.1 be revised to exempt electing providers and providers that offer solely 
competitive telecommunications services from application of Part 710: 

Section 710.1 Adoption of 47 CFR 32 by Reference 

The Illinois Commerce Commission (Commission) adopts 47 CFR 
32, as of March 2, 2005, as its uniform system of accounts for 
telecommunications carriers, as defined in Section 13-202 of the 
Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/13-202], subject to the exceptions 
set forth in this Part. except this Part does not apply to Electing 
Providers as defined in Section 13-506.2(a)(1) of the Public Utilities 
Act [220 ILCS 5/13-506.2(a)(1)J or to telecommunications carriers 
that provide only competitive services. No incorporation in this Part 
includes any later amendment or edition. 

In sum, any future annual reports filed by electing providers and providers that 
offer solely competitive telecommunications services need not be compliant with 
the Commission's uniform system of accounts for telecommunications carriers. 

Finally, Staff proposes that the Commission renew its date of adoption of 47 CFR 
32 as the uniform system of accounts for Illinois telecommunications carriers. 
This would result in no substantive change, since 47 CFR 32 has remained 
unchanged since the current adoption date of March 2, 2005, that now appears 
in the rule. This proposed revision to Section 710.1 is purely administrative, as 
follows: 

The Illinois Commerce Commission (Commission) adopts 47 CFR 
32, as of September 3. 2013 Marsh 2, 2005, as its uniform system 
of accounts for telecommunications carriers ***. 
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Informal Workshops 

Commission staff convened three informal workshops (August 1, 2013, August 
29, 2013, and September 13, 2013) to discuss with all interested parties 
revisions to various Commission rules required by the enactment of P.A. 98-
0045. The proposed revisions to Part 710, as described above, fully reflect the 
input and opinions of interested parties participating in these Staff informal 
workshops. 

Staff Recommendation 

For reasons discussed herein, Staff recommends that the Commission initiate a 
rulemaking to amend 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 710, "Uniform System of Accounts 
for Telecommunications Carriers." 

Submitted by: 
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J~lnihctor 
Policy Division 
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