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Staff recommends that the Commission initiate a 
rulemaking to amend 83 Ill. Adm. Code 220, "Reports of 
Accidents by Telecommunications Carriers and by Fixed 
Public Utilities Other Than Pipelines Transporting 
Liquids" 
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Section 13-512 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act ("PUA") requires that the 
Commission review biennially every Administrative Rule ("Code Part") issued 
under Article XIII of the PUA and applicable to any telecommunications carrier. 
Section 13-512 also requires that the Commission repeal or modify any such 
Code Part found (after notice and hearing) to be no longer in the public interest 
due to the reasonable availability of competitive telecommunications services. 

The most recent biennial review conducted pursuant to PUA Section 13-512 was 
completed in 2012. This review identified seven (7) Code Parts as potential 
candidates for repeal or modification. Among the candidates for amendment is 
Part 220. 

Part 220 prescribes regulations governing the reporting of accidents occurring on 
public utility plant, or resulting from the construction, operation and maintenance 
of utility property. The Commission is not required by statute to impose the 
requirements of Part 220 on telecommunications carriers (or on public utilities 
more generally). Rather, the Commission adopted the regulations contained in 
Part 220 pursuant to its discretion under Section 8-507 of the PUA, Report and 
Investigation of Accidents. 

Proposed Revisions to Part 220 

As a result of ongoing competitive (and regulatory) developments in Illinois 
telecommunications markets, the accident-reporting provisions of Part 220 apply 
only to a minority of telecommunications services provided in Illinois. Most 
providers of telecommunications services in Illinois are no longer subject to Part 
220. Moreover, for telecommunications providers that remain subject to Part 220, 



these regulations apply to an increasingly small subset of their total service 
offerings. 

In Staff's estimation, competitive developments in Illinois telecommunications 
markets have rendered application of Part 220 to telecommunications carriers no 
longer in the public interest. Staff believes that the costs of continuing its 
application outweigh the benefits. This assessment reflects the fact that absent 
Part 220 obligations, telecommunications carriers would remain obligated, under 
PUA Section 8-507, to immediately report to the Commission any accident 
involving loss of life or limb to any person occurring to or on a carrier's plant, 
equipment or other property. Moreover, the Commission retains ongoing 
authority under PUA Section 8-507 to investigate any accident resulting in loss of 
life or injury to person or property occurring on the property of a 
telecommunications carrier, or arising directly or indirectly from or connected with 
its maintenance or operation. 

Section 220.5 of the rules identifies the types of utilities subject to its accident
reporting requirements. Section 220.5 currently encompasses all Illinois 
telecommunications carriers: 

a) This Part governs all fixed public utilities, other than 
pipelines transporting liquids, in reporting accidents to the 
Illinois Commerce Commission ("Commission"). 

b) As used in this Part, "public utilities" shall include all 
telecommunications carriers providing noncompetitive 
telecommunications services (see Section 13-210 of The 
Universal Telephone Service Protection Law of 1985, Ill. 
Rev. Stat. 1989, ch. 111%, par. 13-210). 

Staff proposes that Section 220.5 be amended to exclude telecommunications 
carriers, as follows: 

a) This Part governs all fixed public utilities, other than 
pipelines transporting liquids and telecommunications 
carriers subject to public utilities regulation under Section 13-
101 of the Public Utilities Act, in reporting accidents to the 
Illinois Commerce Commission ("Commission"). 

b) As used in this Part, " fixed public utilities" shall not include 
all telecommunications carriers subject to public utilities 
regulation under Section 13-101 of the Public Utilities Act 
proviEling noncompetitive telecommunications services (see 
Section 13 210 of The Universal Telephone Service 
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Protection Lav.' of 1985, Ill. Rev. Stat. 1989, ch. 111 %, r:iar. 
1J 210). 

The proposed exclusion of telecommunications carriers would further require the 
following revision to Section 220.20(a) of that Part: 

a) For the purpose of reporting accidents, fixed public utilities 
other than pipelines transporting liquids and 
telecommunications carriers have been classified according 
to their last annual report to this Commission, as follows: 

Finally, the title of Part 220 would be amended as follows: 

REPORTS OF ACCIDENTS 8¥ TEbECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIERS AND BY FIXED PUBLIC UTILITIES OTHER THAN 
PIPELINES TRANSPORTING LIQUIDS 

Informal Workshops 

Commission staff convened an informal workshop on October 1, 2012, with all 
interested parties to discuss Code Part revisions required under Section 13-512 
of the PUA. Commission staff also convened three informal workshops in 2013 
(August 1, August 29 and September 13) to discuss with all interested parties 
revisions to various rules required by the June 28, 2013, enactment of Public Act 
98-0045. The proposed revisions to Part 220 that are described above fully 
reflect the input and opinions of interested parties participating in the informal 
workshops. 

Staff Recommendation 

For the reasons discussed herein, Staff recommends that the Commission 
initiate a rulemaking to amend 83 Ill. Adm. Code 220, "Reports of Accidents by 
Telecommunications Carriers and by Fixed Public Utilities Other Than Pipelines 
Transporting Liquids." 

Submitted by: 
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